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Khalid Baig

BRUTAL ACT — US EXIT STRATEGY PSYOPS

Indeed we ought to pray for Malala and condemn
the cowardly terrorist attack. In fact, we must
condemn all terrorist acts, and not to forget in our
prayers the numerous orphan giris of Jamia Hafsa
(next to Lal Masjid) who were massacred by state
~-- or those 75 young kids doing morning exercise
in an educational nstitution in Damadola,
Waziristan and were brutally obliterated in the
garliest of the drone atiack by the intermational
terronist states aka USA. All these young kids

were Pakislani: and were students,

While we are at it, we must condemn all the
perpefrator of the terrorist attacks that have “used™
these brilliant but impressionable young Pakistani
minds © become cannon fodder for the “new
areat game”, Malala is no different. Innocent
Malala should not be singled out for all our

sympathy just because she had a “better luck™ of

being picked up by an NGO (o be groomed Lo
serve vested interests of international and state
terronsis ~— or because she was “blessed” to have
documentaries made and aired by international
media including BBC -— or because she was
“fortunate” to be with Mr. Holbrook. And all the
while she was being indoctrinaied to become an
icon of liberated soul of Swat, fighting against the
oppression of the local terronsts. Indeed she was
destined to be maimed from the beginning, once
casted in this pysops drama years ago. She was
never to be killed —- because then the perpetrators
would not have an ongomng trauma that they can
use to play with the feeling of Pakistanis,
Assassins missing out the target at point blank
range is not acceptable unless their goal was to
badiy injure the girl and not kill her.

Ail the pupils that were targeted in “terrorist™ acts
mentioned above also need our prayers! We must
also pray for their departed souls when we pray

for the mnjured Malala.

More importantly, we must understand the
whole game. As part of her exit strategy, the

US wants Pak Army to be engaged in North
Whaziristan Agency (NWA). Pak Army has
reluctantly agreed to it and now needs to get

public opinion in favor of this military
operation. Some four years ago, to make public
perception favorable for Swat operation, the
staged drama of public lashing was hyped-up
in media. Now for NWA operation this Malala
incident has been made and widely publicized
in media. NWA has much public sapport for
Pakistan, Bul now cat is out of the bag —- The
attack on Malala happened in Swat but Pak
Army, KPK Govt. and GoP, all are talking of
climinating Taliban hundreds of kilometers
awayin NWA,

We must remember that in case of any criminal
offence the first thing to look into is to find who is
getting the benefit out of it Since this brutal
attack on Malala, all the “powerful™ have found a
larget to attack. Ironically, this has been the target
of international war on terrorism for last 11 years,
Thus, can it not be so, that it is a sting operation
induce renewed vigor to this mlernational war on
lerrorism and pave public opinion for attacking
NWA?

It may be more than a coincidence that the USA
Consular Stafl from Islamabad and Peshawar have
been very fond of travelling m the terronsm
infested Swat In unmarked vehicles with fake
number plates, and many a tmmes getling
apprehended by the local police!

So let's pray for ALL the victims of ALL terrorist
attacks and condemn ALL the terrorist attacks
regardless ol the perpetrators, be they Taliban,
state actors, international plaver or even nation
states. May Allah give us the vision and wisdom
to sce the great game --- Makaru wa makardll —
Wa Allaho Khair ul makareen. Ameen!

|[Note;: PSYOPS may be an unfamiliar term to
vou, vet it is of crucial importance. PSYOPS,
or psychological operations, is a ferm used m
military and government intelligence networks
to “exploit human wvulnerabilities in enemy
governments, militaries and populations to
pursue national and ba {tlefield objectives™. |




