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Dr Alat Khan, who inspired this column,
made his own pertinent comment while
forwarding the piece of information used
above. Here 1s what he said, “Makes you
wonder how many of the graduates (farigh-
ul-tehscel) of our Dar-ul-Ulums, or tor that
matter, how many holding Ph.Ds in Islamiyat
from our public-sector universities would
have qualitied for the post. God save the
nation whose federal interior minister cannot
recite even Surah lkhlas!” (Courtesy: daily
“The News ™)
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Rahimullah Yusufzai

PRAYER LEADERS

Noted Peshawar physician Dr Alaf Khan
recently forwarded to those on his mailing list
a job advertisement for the position of the
Imam of the Grand Mosque in Istanbul during
the reign of Khalifah Sulaiman the

Magnificent who ruled the Ottoman Empire
from 1520-1566.

The source for the information was A/-
Ahram, the famous newspaper of Egypt. The
paper had published this 1in 1ts 1ssue of
September 22, 1986. The context in which
this piece of information was published 1s
unclear.

At the time, Egypt was ruled by Hosni
Mubarak, the military dictator who had to
quit last year after unprecedented public
protests. He ruled with an 1ron fist for 30 long
yvears and kept all opposition parties,
including the Muslim Brotherhood, in check.

The advertisement listed several
requirements tor the job of the prayer leader
at the Grand Mosque, also known as the Blue
Mosque, and surely one of the landmarks of
Istanbul.

Sulaiman, celebrated as a world conqueror
and lawmaker, had set high standards for

everything and he wanted to employ the best
candidate for the exalted job to be the Imam of

his great Ottoman Empire's biggest mosque.

Here 1s what was listed tor the candidates
aspiring for the prestigious job:

» To have mastered the languages of

Arabic, Latin, Turkish and Persian

» To have mastered the Quran, the Bible

and the Torah

» Tobeascholarin Sharr'ah, Figh and Latin

Law

» To have mastered physicé@and

mathematics up to teaching standard

» To be a master of chivalry, archery,

dueling and the arts of Jihad
» Tobeoft handsome countenance

» Tohaveastrong melodious voice

Someone had to be truly versatile to fit this
description. The candidate was required to be
well-versed in religious learning of not just
Quran but also the books of the Christians and
Jews because the Ottoman Empire was also
inhabited by people of other faiths.

The Imam also needed to know all the
languages spoken in the empire, the laws
followed by the state, and secular subjects
such as physics and mathematics.

And 1n keeping with the times, he was
required to be a soldier able to use the
weapons then in vogue. Finally, the emperor
wanted the Imam of his mosque to be
handsome with strong vocal chords and a
melodious voice. The last point 1S important
because such an Imam would attract believers
to the mosque and also religion.

The Saudi kings seem to follow at least a few
of these principles as some of the Imams of
the two holy mosques in Makkah and
Madinah have melodious voices. In
particular, Sheikh Abdul Rahman al-Sudais,
the Imam of Masjid al-Haram in Makkah, has
a sweet voice and his followers in prayers are
sometimes unable to control their tears when
he recites certain poignant verses from the
Quran. However, the kingdom of Saudi
Arabia cannot have the same high standards
as Sulaiman the Magnificent's Ottoman
Empire while recruiting Imams for therr
ogrand mosques.

As for Pakistan, the less said the better. In
fact, some of Pakistan's gravest problems are
due to the control of mosques and madrassas
by prayer leaders who are unsuitable tor the
task.



