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Sumaira Khalid

AFTERTHOUGHTS ON DR. MUNAWAR A. ANEES' LECTURE

“Open your eyes and get to work™ was the
unequivocal message conveyed by Dr.
Munawar A. Anees 1n his lecture
“Islamophobia, Neo-Orientalism and the
Prophet # . The hallow, evil and callous
attack on Islam and the Muslims has reached
an unprecedented level. Dr. Munawar A.
Anees brought facts, thoughts and 1mages
together to inform us of the magnitude ot a
devastating reality. His lecture drew in some
reflections.

Islamophobia i1s the irrational fear, hatred and
antipathy for Islam and the Muslims that 1s
cultivated in the hearts of 1gnorant masses by
those who “fear” the power of truth. It 1s the
same old “desired consequence’” --- for which
the Kuffaar used every available means ---1.e.
maligning Islam and the last Prophet#¥, and
defaming 1t to such an extent that sensible
rational ears would turn deaf to 1ts call. The
new active “antecedents” for achieving this
ooal are the Neo-orientalists. These are a
large number of ex-Muslims being supported
by anti-Islamic elements to present and
spread their erroneous cum malicious views
about Islam. The Islamophobes and Neo-
orlentalists are directing their attack towards
zIslam and the personage who was chosen to
olve the message and who served as the last
example. The attackers think that by
attacking Prophet Muhammad # and
maligning his status they will be able to keep
their masses away from Islam.

The Mushrikeen of Makkah thought the same
--- and the mindset hasn't changed over the
years. Fearing that the pilgrims arriving to
Makkah would be 1mpressed by
Muhammad ® and the Divine speech, they
used the available media --- their men --- to
spread propaganda against Muhammad & and
his religion. In spite of acknowledging
Prophet Muhammad# as As-Sadiq and Al-
Ameen, they approached the pilgrims with

blatant lies warning them ot the speech of the
poet, a magician, a sorcerer! This, however,
did not prevent what they feared. A pledge of
allegiance was taken by a few people at Al-
Aqabah, a year after which, another pledee
took place at the same place by more than
seventy people. The community of Muslims

orew and Madinah promised so much support
for the Muslims that the callously victimized

believers of Makkah migrated to Madinah
and so did Prophet Muhammad&¥ . With this,
the worst fears of the Kuftaar were
confirmed. A Muslim state flourished 1n
Madinah and soon a decisive battle between
313 staunch Muslims and a 1000 heathens
was fought when truth won over falsehood.

[t was a united, comprehensive and perpetual
struggle against the tide, along with Allah's
pleasure that resulted in the eventual victory
of Islam over everything. If we are facing the
same hyped propaganda against the Muslims,
then our struggle needs to be weighed. Is our
struggle against Islamophobia proportionally
equal to the persistent attacks from all sides”?
Our struggle has to be weighed in terms of
“quality” because the 1ssue of a proportion 1n
“quantity” was never understood as an
impediment for us. In fact, being large n
numbers and yet like the “foam of the sea” 1s
something to worry about.

We are quite unlike the Muhajireen and
Ansaar who were closely knit together in a
loving bond by their faith. They were active
agents working to safeguard Islam, aware of
the severity of the venom emitting from the
tronts of the enemy. Moreover, they were
serious students of Islam and lived austere
lives. These i1deals need to be known and
emulated and our struggle as an Ummah
needs to be geared up and accelerated.

The lecture was a reminder of our dormance
and 1gnorance and the damage 1t has caused --
- 1t was a wake-up call!
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