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China and Israel are all models of justice, civil . |
liberties and e'conomic egalitarianism. -lf tl?e Ol |5 5 S i3l cpall iy SIS
shared memories (?f thé past make a historic | ...fu”._: S (o et A!d.; g
community, the easiest way to erase the sense of _

its 1dentity would be to alienate 1its members
from their past; hence this ferocious
debasement of Muslim history.
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universal Muslim state possible, it 1s likely to
enhance the cause of world-peace as well. In
fact, by the re-entry of Muslims, the historic

ledger of civilizations will finally be balanced. SIS 5 (ry/-)c{,dnc_;:’,j;ﬁj

Surely, nothing logical stands in the way of E§§ Ideology of the Future Price: Rs.500/-
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evolve a realistic discourse 1n which the future (2782 Al T/
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'f IN RETROSPECT }

Some five hundred years ago, the world started
slipping out of Muslim hands. Today, it belongs
to the super-powers of every other variety but
Muslim: the Capitalistic-Christian, the
atheistic-Russian, the secularist-Hindu, the
Confucianist-Chinese. the Zionist-Judaic.
Undoubtedly, the greatest losers of the
technicalisation of the world have been the
Muslims. The winds of change have blown
away all traces of their former splendour. That
the only way they can regain some of 1t 1s by
coalescing Into a sizeable polity and by
organizing themselves under some super-state
coes without saying. To suggest this however
evokes instant retorts, both internal and
external. That outsiders would want to block
this course of future Muslim history 1s
understandable. What 1s less convincing is the
Muslim’s own difference betore the prospects
of the restoration of his human rights.

Any cursory look at the contemporary world,
however, 1s sufficient to dispel any 1llusion of
selt-doubt created by the propagandic spells of
foreign 1deologies. In the making of a super-
power, one must remember the size of 1ts polity
1s as crucial as 1s the ability to out-kill and out-
produce other smaller states. Hence, even poor
countries like India and China may join the
league of the titans in a way that second-rank
states like Britain and France may not. The
sheer weight of numbers clearly has a say in the
shaping of a super-power. Numbers, of course,
do not mean all: the ability to outgun your
neighbours 1s another requisite. Thus, the
military mega-machine Israel may behave as a
mini1 super-power and regional bully in manner
that 1s denied to economic giants like Japan and
West Germany. Surely, the Chinese-Indian
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BURYING A LIVING IDEAL

optionis not impossibility tor the Muslims.

None of the modern super-powers, moreover, 18
racially, ethnically or even linguistically and
culturally homogeneous. Indian diversity 1is
more forbidding and real than all the imaginary
Muslim diftferences. The USSR stretches over
areas and encompasses peoples, nations, taiths
etc. that can out-match anything attained by the
Baghdadian Caliphate. What sustains these
heterogeneous polities 1s the power of the
centralized state and the political will ot the
ruling class. Muslims, who have a greater claim
to cultural umiformity than any of the super-
states and whose majority also inhabit a single
mass of land stretching from Morocco to
Pakistan, can quite easily adjust themselvesto a
unitary political set-up. Only the weakness of
their political will stands 1n the way of their
becoming a super-power.

The historic loss of Muslim political will 1s
constantly replenished by the export of
destabilizing 1deologies. Muslims, we are made
to believe, are Arabs, Persians, Turks, Kurds:
they are Egyptians, Pakistanis, Iraqis, even
socialists, modernists, liberals, before being
Muslims. In short, they are everything else but
Muslims. Complementary to this ideological
kill 1s the forcible dismemberment of Islamdom
into ever smaller and easily digestible political
morsels. Even Egypt and Sudan; Pakistan and
Bangladesh; Afghanistan and others have been
heirs to the fate of the Ottomans. On a more
psychological plane, Muslim history 1s made
the object of intensely fanatical polemics. It 1s
made to appear that all Muslim rulers were

tyrants and all Islamic rules despotic.
Compared to Islam, the USA, USSR, India,



