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become “dunya based” instead of “aakhirat
based”. Deen 1s extolled and esteemed because

. 4 PO L 4 &
it provides an unparalleled solution for all of pjy ub

our economic problems and fills our stomachs

better than any otherism. E{U: 5 %ﬂ?f!‘;w r?h’i@’r/' (5 v
In the midst of consumerism, we are becoming )
more like animals, because the detinition of ?‘f—b"*!:"d

. o AT
happiness and pleasure accepted by us does not i ] (’5{6,/3, Jc_,[,%lééﬁ%ﬂ’g ke

differentiate us from other species.

Consumerism has consumed our souls, though eSS ES Ll

we still claim the possession of 1t, but our ,

actions do not substantiate our claim. Now the YU g&lﬁ'dj lé:dwhr& PA
!

question arises: what 1s the cure? Imam
Ghazali<sz in his “lhya” always gives two

dﬁ:ﬁ}gydﬁ‘@/’u’d)’m/’)L%rﬁ W

types of treatments: the epistemological and the ¢ Lg[j ufu ,{ oo }”
practical. The tormer 1s always more eftective o .
and durable because 1t deals with the root cause ?'%- E’QJ”KJ:-J @UﬁJJhg' W

and slashes 1t. The latter gives some immediate =
results and 1s more apt to common people. | will Sl g (S (Dl rr“*-' Pl S Yo Ol

just mention the second one because if one www_tanzeem_org
shows persistency and firmness 1n acting upon " < 5w“FJ¢“ . 35

it, by Allah’s grace, he will himself see the
dreadful face of consumerism and will feel the e ol 1
real tranquility and happiness that supersedes (CW ’ff//f ) 4.1’4 JL‘;J':’ o e’
all other kinds. This cure lies in doing exactly ‘ >
the opposite of what consumerism wants you to ‘JJ"’ d:..‘." ‘:"\9:’.‘ Y !.'/f
do. Start doing infaq fee sabilillah, spend your o p
money excessively on the poor and the needy. 2Ll ’%'u:"’g‘cl' '/g‘.i
Make your heart soft and feel the pain of others. o /del;media@tanzeem.org
Don’t see any rnight over your wealth, see :
yourself as a medium whereby Allah fulfils the [EEAYS, T}’Jl(lﬁu‘{!d}ﬂ-/b@;ﬁ :‘_;.C:,,_
needs of others. Don’t consume too much but
make other people share your wealth. It will
cure your heart; try 1t! Allah says:
“Take alms from their wealth 1n order to
purify them and sanctify them with it, and
invoke Allah for them. Verily, your
invocations are a source of security for
them; and Allah 1s All-hearer, All-
knower.” [9:103]

So rescue your soul before 1t drowns itself in the

most stinky ocean of consumerism!
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Momin Mahmood

CONSUMERISM: CONSUMING OUR SOULS

Everyone with some light in his heart can see
the radical metamorphosis 1n some basic
concepts that has taken place in modern times.
Concepts like happiness, contentment,
pleasure, joy etc. have been reconstructed and
redefined to fit in the biggest scam that has ever
been played on mankind 1.e. capitalism. This
ideology cannot establish 1tself without
bringing a basic change 1n the human
perception of reality. Capitalism 1s not just an
economic system but a world-view which
necessitates a certain economic behavior
known as consumerism. It 1s the logical
conclusion of the assumptions on which
capitalism bases itself. It defines happiness and
pleasure 1n a way that was never known to the
traditional minds, but now this new definition
has made in-road into the hearts of practicing
believers and deluded them so much that they
see no contradiction in it to their taith.

[t gives us a new definition, “happiness and joy
lies, not 1n some religious practice, but in the
consumption of more goods’. “Happiness
without consumption 1s illusion.” It says, “In
order to consume you need goods and to acquire
these goods in which your happiness stays in
concealment you need money and money
requires your precious time”. It 1s the building
block of money. Here comes the well-known
notion “time 1s money~ wherefrom we can
induce the whole mentality of the modern age.
Consumerism gives us this so-called
“beautiful” equation:

Time=money=goods=consumption=happiness

We see the triumph of this equation everywhere
in our life. It1s this equation that determines our
coals and priorities 1n life. It 1s this, which
confers value to things or divests them of 1t. It1s
this, which provides the basis of our relation
with others and gives us a certain behavior
known, 1n an ordinary sense, as individualism.
[t 1s becoming so difficult, in modern times, to
conceive of a relation devoid of any economic
agrounds. Similarly, the sales-person morality 1s
the only concervable morality. It 1s the result of
this mindset that we hear so many people taking
west as a role model in morality.

However, consequently we see a disaster in
human relations resulting from this rampant
consumerism. Relations that used to join hearts
together are nowhere to be found anymore.
What we find 1s a bunch of empty stomachs
mutually connected 1n order to fill themselves
up. But they will never be filled except by the
dust of their graves. Economics has become the
sole definer of our individual as well as our
collective lives. It 1s the only lens available to
analyze the most important matters ot our life.

Now 1t 1s doing something even worse. It has

created an illusion 1in most of our minds that the
idea of Islamic revolution 1s equal to the
economic prosperity and all the other aspects
are secondary. Although this idea 1s not
articulated plainly, but it 1s evident in the dawah
approach that 1s undertaken by many of sincere
Muslims, 1in which the worldly benefits
resulting from deen completely hold sway on
their minds. In other words, our dawah has



