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inherits a large amount of knowledge from 1its
predecessors and transmits 1t on to the
succeeding generation with 1ts own contribution
added to 1t. Thus knowledge goes on
accumulating as 1t passes from one generation to
another. The present generation has received, by
this process of transmission, a stupendous stock
of knowledge consisting of logic and
philosophy, religion and metaphysics, ethics
and psychology, as well as physical and social
sciences. This huge amount of current
knowledge has dominated and dazzled the mind
of the people who have developed, as a result, a
naive beliet in many wrong views. One requires
a fairly good knowledge of modern sciences and
should be conversant with not only the subject-
matter of these sciences but also with their
original sources and the system of principles and
methods underlying them. Only then will an
individual be able to deal a crushing blow, in the
manner of Imam Ibn Taimiyyah (R) and Imam
al-Ghazali (R), at the very root of the false
notions prevailing in one's time. In this respect,
the present age has touched the highest
watermark. Besides the remarkable progress in
the field of social sciences, 1t has witnessed as
unprecedented advancement of the physical
sciences and technology that has stunned the
humanity and has rendered it incapable of
making cnitical appraisal of the misguiding
views that have found currency 1n the modern
world. Under these circumstances, the
imperative duty of comprehending and
interpreting the Qur'an cannot be fulfilled unless
many steadfast and persevering 1ndividuals
address themselves to this momentous task with
single-minded devotion, equipping themselves
with both classical and modern knowledge
adequate for the task. These dedicated and tully
trained scholars of the Qur'an would carry out a
searching analysis of the modern knowledge and
sift the sound from the fallacious in the light of
the Qur'an. They would approach the intellect of
the modern individual, making a judicious use
of modern terminology and sophisticated
methods of logical reasoning. Thus they would
be able to illumine the minds of their
contemporaries with the light of Qur'anic
guidance.

In this way the duty of “explaining the Qur'an to
the people” that was performed by the Holy
Prophet (C) himself in his life-ttime would be
pertormed by his ummah 1in the present age.
Now the question arises: How can we produce
such scholars? Obviously they cannot be
produced until we have, all over the Muslim
world, a network of universities which
concentrate on Qur'anic research, making it the
hub and center of their intellectual activity.
Surrounding this central department, these
universities should build up other departments
like the department of theoretical sciences such
as logic, metaphysics, ethics, psychology, and
religion; the department of social sciences such
as economics, political science, and law; and the
department of physical sciences such as
mathematics, chemistry, physics, geology, and
astronomy. Every student who joins such a
university should take up Qur'anic Studies as a
compulsory subject and should study one or
more of the disciplines as elective subjects
according to his or her own taste and aptitude.
Thus the student will be able to carry out
research on the Qur'an in the sphere of his or her
own specialization, and present the light and
guidance of the Qur'an eftectively to the
humanity at large. Obviously, this 1s not an easy
task. That 1s why 1t 1s not the responsibility of
every person. It 1s to be done by only those
persons who are born with an unquenchable
thirst tor knowledge and whose minds are
agitated by obstinate problems that can only be
solved through prolonged thinking and
disciplined reasoning. Such individuals are
driven to imbibe knowledge just as a starving
person 1s compelled to seek food and water; and
they march on, constantly uttering the Qur'anic
prayer: “My Lord! Advance me in knowledge.”
It they happen to receive proper guidance and
mentoring, they will get a goodly share of
knowledge and wisdom. Comprehension and
interpretation of the Qur'an i1s, in reality, the
privilege of these persons alone. However,
every seeker of knowledge can participate in this
noble task according to his or her ability and the
time that one can devote to the task.
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Dr. Israr Ahmad: Requirements for an In-depth Study of the Qur'an

Translated by Dr. Ahmad Afzaal

The qualifications for a deliberative study of the
Qur'an are extremely hard to acquire. It 1s not
possible for a person to attain these
qualifications unless one devotes oneself to it
wholly and solely, and makes the learning and
teaching of the Qur'an the be-all and end-all of
one's life. For such a study, one requires a
thorough knowledge of the Arabic language and
1ts grammar, as well as a refined literary taste to
appreciate the beauty, force, and eloquence of
expression. One must also acquire a good
grounding 1n the language in which the Qur'an
was revealed by a critical study of the works of
the pre-Islamic poets and orators. Then there
are the terms and modes of expression evolved
by the Qur'an 1tself. A clear understanding of
these (which will be possible only after a caretul
study of the Qur'an for a pretty long time) 1s also
a necessary part of the mental equipment of any
sertous student of the Qur'an. Moreover, one
should be able to appreciate the coordination
and coherence in the Qur'an. One must grasp the
deep significance of the canonical order of the
Surahs in the Qur'an, which 1s different from the
chronological order in which they were
revealed. One must also comprehend the
sequence of thought between one Surah and the
next, as well as among the Ayas ot the same
Surah. This 1s an extremely arduous task that
has defied the patience of even the most
determined scholars. But this task, however
arduous, has to be accomplished and unless 1t 1s
accomplished, the question of comprehending
the Qur'an will not arise. In fact, 1t 1s only when
one is diving into the Qur'an for grasping the
subtle connections among 1ts parts that one
forms an 1dea of the untathomable depths of this
boundless ocean, and brings out from 1t the
finest pearls of knowledge and wisdom.

Besides the branches of learning referred to
above, a good knowledge ot the Hadith and
ancient Scriptures 1s also necessary for the

comprehension of the Qur'an. All this 1s with
regard to the background of classical knowledge
that should be possessed by a research scholar of
the Qur'an. Even this, however, 1s not enough.
One 1s not yet fully equipped to do justice to a
deep and thoughttul study ot the Qur'an, the type
of study required for tadabbur. One has still to
reckon with modern sciences. We know that
experimental and theoretical sciences are not
static. Their level of advancement has been
different in different ages. A scholar who wants
to undertake the momentous task of
comprehending the Qur'an should have an
understanding of modern sciences—physical,
biological, and social. Such a scholar should be
particularly conversant with the basic principles
of different sciences and with the method of
deduction and inference employed by each.
One should also keep 1n constant touch with the
latest trends and achievements 1n every
important field of human inquiry.  This
knowledge of modern arts and sciences 1is
essential for a research scholar of the Qur'an, as
it will widen one's mental outlook and increase
one's intellectual capacity.

Thus equipped, an individual will embark upon
this great enterprise. The Qur'an 1s a boundless
ocean on which a sailor may travel as tar as he or
she may desire; the only limitations in this
regard are the ones imposed by one's own
capacity. What usetul discoveries one will make
on this voyage will depend on the guidance one
receives from the range of one's knowledge and
the breadth of one's vision.

Particularly for the dissemination of the
teaching of the Qur'an and the propagation of its
message in the present day world (which 1s also
a duty incumbent upon every Muslim), 1t 1s
necessary that one should be fully equipped with
modern knowledge, otherwise he or she will not
be able to discharge this duty. Each generation



