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Cannon to right of them,
Cannon to left of them,
Cannon in front of them,
Vollyed and thundered
Theirs not to make reply.
Theirs not to reason why.
Theirs but to do and die.
So into the valley of death
Died the six hundred
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the Quran, Purpose of Prophethood, and many
others which were even translated into different
languages; thousands of audio and wvideo
cassettes/CDs fulfilling the same noble cause are
also available. He must be credited for being the
first person to make Islamic programs ftruly
popular among the masses. One of them 1s Rajur
illal Quran Course for one year, two years and
three vyears duration; a specific learning
proecramme to know and understand Quran,
Hadith and Arabic literature. His program Al-
Huda, aired on PTV, being a pioneer, and
remaining one of the most popular, among this
oenre. And his interpretations of Islam was that of
submission of one's self to the injuctions ot faith in
all aspects of lite, personal and public, even if this
meant clashing with the social values now deemed
acceptable and practised 1n most of the Muslim
societies. Contrary to his somewhat strict puritan
stance, he was not against new thought in Islam. It
was just that he felt that matters settled by the
Quran or the Prophet's C personal behavior or
instructions were not open to interpretation in any
manner. His appeal as a scholar remains universal.
He travelled extensively, and to his eternal credit
staunchly defended Islam and Shariah in some
very tiring, and occasionally, downright hostile
environment. He dedicated almost forty years of
his life, exclusively, towards propagating the
message of Quran. He was also a great advocate of
learning the basics of the Arabic language and
thereby understanding Quran in greater depth,
making 1t easier to be read, understood and acted
upon --- not something to be respected for the mere
fact that 1t 1s divine revelation. His knowledge of
Quran was second to none, and the way he links
the various messages, overt as well as covert,
across the various surahs i1s truly amazing. His
innumerable recorded lectures are an asset for the
future generations.

He was a true philanthropist for this era as he
served for more than four decades working
tirelessly 1n propagating the call for Islamic
revival. Everyone appreciated his “dervaish” lite-
style and extra-ordinary ntellect which used to
reflect from his daily ite and works. He led a very
simple personal life, residing 1in the Quran
Academy that he had established.As he was

"_.'

- Gl S e

20116‘" 30- 21432 30161226

amongst those who worked ardently for the
creation of Pakistan, so he was very worried about
1ts prosperity and 1deology. He used to highlight
those areas which needed 1mmediate attention
from the responsibles so that the 1ssue may be
settled and often used to guide and suggest through
his words. He was an unyielding proponent of the
theory that this country was created 1n order to
materialize a model Islamic state, and that
majority of the rulers had betrayed this
fundamental objective. In his later life, he would
increasingly suggest that most ot the problems
facing Pakistan were 1n fact divine retribution tor
this collective sin. He was a big tfan of poetry
especially of Dr. Muhammad Igbal and frequently
used to quote his verses and demanded to see his
teachings and thoughts in practice.

He could have earned a lot through his medical
expertise and sharp intellect but he believed this
world to be a harvesting ground for the real life for
which he left on 14" of April 2010. A mammoth

funeral procession stood testimony to his immense
popularity, which was a human sea that flowed
slowly through Central Park in Model Town,
Lahore. All said and done, his was an imnings well
played, and unlike some of the other Islamic

scholars, he retained the respect of all he came
across for adhering to his principles and behiefs till

the end. Verily we all have to leave this mortal
world one day. The death of a momin 1s never a
moment of sorrow, but one of happiness that he
successtully left the tribulations of this world ---
which are nothing but a test for all of us --- and has
now gone on to reap his rewards --- which are
enormous and never-ending. The demise of such
an outstanding scholar 1s a great loss particularly
for the Islamic activism of our times. Dr Israr
Ahmad shall be long remembered for his lifelong
effort to invite young generation towards Islam
through his brilhant interpretations of the Holy
Quran. No doubt that he fought well in his cause
and each and every sincere Muslim should
appreciate and aspire to a life ot 60 years of
dedication towards the Book of Allah. With his
death we have lost one of the foremost scholars of
[slam and especially of the Quran. May Allah grant
him the gardens ot bliss!

p——




Syed Areeb-ud-Din

DR. ISRAR AHMAD: ONE YEAR WITHOUT HIM!

Dr. Israr Ahmed was a magnanimous, towering
personality in the Muslim world who spent his life
in the service of Islam. He was a spiritual
intellectual having a true and clear understanding
of the meaning of Islam. For over halt a century, he
lived his life by Quran. He taught, propagated and
preached Quran in the most comprehensible way.
He made Quranic teachings easy for a common
man to understand. He was not only well-versed in
Quran and Hadeeth but he also had a very strong
orip on various subjects such as philosophy, social
sciences and spirituality with true Islamic
perspective.

Born on 26" April 1932, Dr. Israr as a child was a
oenlous always scoring best 1n his academics. He
studied Bang-e-Dara only at the age of 10 and got
inspired by the philosophy of Igbal and turther
read Shahnama-e-Islam by Hateez Jalandhary
when he was only 14 and thus was attracted
towards the concept of revival of Islam. He joined
the Muslim Students Federation in his
matriculation and due to immense hard work, he
was promoted to be the General Secretary of the
East Punjab's Hisaar chapter of the Federation. So
he worked day and night in the Pakistan
Movement and was honored to attend a meeting in
which the Quaid spoke. He was a diligent worker
in all the spheres of life, especially 1in his studies
and secured first position in his intermediate
examination while studying at Government
College Lahore. He then graduated from King
Edward Medical College and started medical
practice. Even during his student life, he used to
deliver religious discourses, write 1n different
magazines and spend rest of his time reading the
Holy Quran, 1it's exegesis and allied Islamic
literature. Despite all this, he passed the MBBS 1n
five years and never failed in any examination.

Dr Israr eventually switched his career to full-time
learning and disseminating the message of the
Quran with utmost devotion and sincerety of

purpose. Such was his deep love for the Word of
Allah that he campaigned, on all levels, forareturn
to the pure understanding of the Quran directly
from the Arabic text, and thereby to increase In
piety and closeness to Allah. Along with being a
qualified medical doctor, he was familiar with the
prominent ideologies and philosophies of the past
and the present, learned in the field of comparative
religion, conversant and familiar with the English
language, knew the psychology of today's youth
and possessed eloquence. When the youth,
particularly the educated masses, heard Quranic
Dawah 1n a tone familiar to their ears, they
responded. He used all tools of modern media at
his disposal and targeted the youth, introduced
long and short courses on the Quran and within a
period of two decades, a group of Quranic teachers
was formed. Translation of related portion of the
Quran before the recital in Zaraveeh and
somewhere the summary of the Quran after the
recital in Zaraveen 1s also one of his experiments
and to the best of our knowledge, he was a pioneer
in this field and immensely successtul. He wasn't
fond of simply giving a lecture but wanted to
create a movement of “Islamic Renaissance™ by
propagating and spreading the knowledge and
hikman ot the Quran amongst masses. Throughout
his struggle, he suffered a hard time because of
financial matters and poor health. As a mystic
quotation says: “Determination 1S more than a
thousand miracle”, so did Dr. Sahib showed a great
miracle of rock-like determination when
hardships aftlicted him while spreading the

message of the Almighty and the way of His
Prophet (.

He was well-known for his lectures and
interpretations. Not only this, he even used his pen
for the same purpose and so has more than a
hundred titles to his credit on ditfferent aspects of
Islam, including the revolutionary writings like:
[slamic Renaissance, Obligations Muslims owe to



