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eye of the physical sciences and the eye of
metaphysical revelation. The knowledge ot the
unseen realities is to be obtained from the Quraan
and that of the physical world trom the physical
sciences. This endeavor remains incomplete until
we put here the role ot the metaphysics of the
Quraan.

What are the essentials of Quranic metaphysics?
The simple answer to this question 1s the deep
Conviction (Eiman) which means to have a belief
with the core of heart, in One Allah, in the Day of
Resurrection, in the Revelation, in the Angels, 1n
the Books and in the Messengers of Allah. This
must be further asserted with the belief that
Muhammad (PBUH) 1s the last Prophet ot Allah,
and there can be no prophet after him. This set of
beliets 1s the metaphysics of the Quran since they
cannot be the subject of the domain of our
physical sciences. All these kinds of conviction
can be put under the three main themes, which are
beliet in One Allah, belief 1n the Hereafter and
belief in the Prophets.

The essence of belief in Allah 1s that He 1s the only
Creator of all the created beings. He 1s the
Possessor and the Sustainer and He 1s the one only
to be worshipped. He 1s for ever. A time will come
when the universe will come to an end. To-day
science having come out of the Newtonian era has
confirmed the reality that every thing that has
been created will go to oblivion one day. Every
thing was created at a particular moment and will
come to an end at a particular moment. This 1s the
destiny of all the created things. The researchers
are almost unanimous on this point that the
beginning of the universe was started about 20
million years ago with the “Big Bang”. lIts
expansion 1s still continued like a spiral tfirework.
New galaxies are coming into existence, which
are said to be at a distance of trillions and trillions
miles away from us. The Quraan has already
referred to such happenings by saying,

He multiplies in certain what He Wills. Lo!
Allaliis able to do all things.” (35:2). This1s what
Allama Igbal has reterred to in his poetry. “Yeh
Kayenat Abhi Natamam hay shayed - Keh Arahi
hay Damadam Saday Kun fa yakoon ™

At present the universe 1s expanding. A time will
come when 1t will start rewinding and contracting
till 1t ends 1n a small dot. This phenomenon has
been mentioned 1n the Quran 1n the Surat-e-
Anbiva, “The day when We shall roll up the

heavens as a recorder rolls up a written scroll as
We began the first creation. We shall repeat it. (It

is) a pronuse binding upon Us. Lo! We are to
performit” (21:104)

As said earlier, we cannot visualize the Being of
Allah. We know Allah through His attributes only,
albeit with limited scope. The Quran teaches us
that all good names are attributed to Allah, so you
call Him with these names. We should understand
that He 1s Omnipotent, Omniscient and
Omnipresent. There 1s no one else who can equate
Him or can match with Him.

Regarding our conviction in the Hereafter, we
believe that Allah alone 1s the judge 1n the final
reckoning of deeds. Man 1s the climax of His
creation. The human lite 1s not actually what we
observe in this mundane world. The man 1s the
only creature bestowed with both material body
and spiritual element (the Soul, the Rooh). God
says, “I have created him (the man) with botl
My hands.” (38:75)What are these two hands of
God? These are the two basic Attributes of Allah,
the KHALQ and the AMR 1.e. the domain of
creation and the domain of command. Man i1s the
only complex creation wherein the two attributes
have been combined together. So to say, he 1s both
spiritual and matenal being. According to a
saying of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), Allah
says, “Cod has created Adam on His own I'orm ”
(Bukhari and Muslim). This 1s the highest status
of man which God has bestowed on him. As such
this highly revered creature 1s not likely to be
destined to such a short life, the worldly one. Life
Is endless and all the human beings are to live In
the Hereafter an endless life. “Thoo ise pemanaye
imroz farad se na nap. Javedan peham dawan har
dam jawan hay zindagi (Allama Iqbal)

Regarding the chain of the Prophets, we believe
that all those mentioned in the Quraan and those
not mentioned therein, but known to Allah, are the
true messengers of God. We also believe that all
the Prophets preceding the last Prophet
Muhammad (pbuh) were for a certain period and
certain people. The last Prophet Muhammad
(SAW) has the distinction of being Messenger of
Allah to the whole humanity and the whole world.
The Message of God has been perfected on him.
He has been given the final and the complete
book, the Holy Quraan, which will remain
protected with 1ts text for all times as promised by
Allah, the Omnicient.
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Mohammad Fahim

The Metaphysics of the Quran

We understand that the physical world 1s the
world of physics and the interaction with the
physical universe, ephemeral in nature, 1s through
the five senses. In contrast to this, metaphysics is
dealing with the facts which are beyond the grip
of the senses and are eschatological. The actual
realities of lite are concealed and are mysterious
and cannot be visualized with the sense organs.
This 1s the universe of metaphysics which 1s the
subject of the Holy Quraan. The Quraan makes 1t
clear at the very outset that only those can be
benefited from 1t who, do believe in the unseen, as
1Is explained 1n the Second Sura of the Quran.
“This is the Scripture whereof there is no doubt
a guidance unto those who ward off (evil)(2:2),
who believe in the unseen and establish worship
and spend of what we have bestowed upon
them.(2:3). We cannot visualize the Person of
God with our senses, pondering and thinking. He
1S beyond, farther and farther beyond our
imagination. We cannot see and sense the Angels.
Similarly we cannot see revelation. All these
realities are the domain of metaphysics, contrary

to the world of physics where we can see, feel,
measure and experiment the things.

Ours 1s the era when the physical sciences have
made a tremendous stride while the metaphysics
have come to a sullen stop. There 1s no
contradiction in the two domains rather they are
complementary to each other. It was and 1s
inevitable that what has been achieved in the field
of modern physics, should have been
supplemented for study with the metaphysics of
the Quraan. According to the late Dr. Rafiud
Din,* The Quraan is the Word of God and the
universe is the Work of God”. The Quraan 1s the
Oration ot Allah and the universe 1s His creation.
All the physical laws are designed by Almighty
Allah and He has put them to work. Therefore,
there cannot be any contradiction in the two. We
understand that there can be very little possibility
in the word and work of a reasonable man even.

Then how can there be any such thing in the word
and work of God. That 1s why all the proven
findings of the modern day science are fully
conforming to the teachings of the Quraan. By the
fime the Quraan was revealed, 1400 years ago,
people had very little knowledge about the
difterent physical phenomena. Therefore, when
the Quran made a reference to these things, very
little of 1t could be comprehended by them. As
long as the science marched forward, the
understanding of such phenomena became
graspable. As the Quraan says, “We shall show
them our portents on the horizon and within
themselves until it will be manifest unto thent
that it is the truth....... » ( 41:33) All the
scientific findings to-date, have fully confirmed
the realities mentioned 1n the Quraan. For
example the reference 1n the Holy Book about
embryology had greatly confounded the experts
of this field. Two renowned scholars of
embryology are worth mentioning here. One Dr.
Keth. L. More from Canada, a professor in the
University ot Toronto, 1s the author of two very
authentic books on the subject of embryology.
The other 1s Dr. Robert Edwards, who has got
world tfame in the baby test tube technology. Both
these scientists have expressed with great
astonishment what the Quraan has revealed about
the step-by-step development of the embryo into
baby in the womb of mother, has a stark similarity
with what has been approved by the modern
research after the invention of microscope. Dr.
Maurice Bucalille, the tamous French surgeon
has also made a deep study of the embryological
process. In his famous book titled as 'The Bible,
the Quraan and Science' he has proved and
announced openly that there 1s nothing in the
Quran, which can be rejected by science. It 1s the
oreat need of the day that the two bodies of
knowledge, which are presently working n
separate compartments, must be put together to
study. It 1s allegorical that the human beings
should see simultaneously with the two eyes, the
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