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blaspheme against him. The blind man used to
forbid her, but she did not stop; he would scold
her but she did not mend her ways. On¢ night,
when she started blaspheming against the
Prophet %%, he took a rapier and thrust it into her
abdomen and hence killed her. In the morning,
when it was reported to the Prophet ¥, he
gathered the people and said: *I ask in Allah's
name that a person who did what he did should
stand up. Upon this, the blind man stood up and
crossing people, started limping towards the
Prophet /¥, till he sat in front of him and said: O
Messenger of Allah! I am the one who killed her;
she used to curse you and blaspheme against
you, and I used to forbid her, but she didn't stop,
and scold her, but she didn't listen, and I have
two sons from her who are like pearls, and she
was very kind to me. Yesterday, she started
cursing you and blaspheming against you, so I
took a rapier and thrust it into her abdomen till 1t
killed her. Upon this, the Prophet & said: "Be
witness that her blood 1s wasted (1.e. there 1s no
compensation for it). This Hadith has been
narrated by Abu Daud and Nisaa ¢ and has been

reported to be Sahih on the condition of Imam
Muslim by Sheikh Al-Albani.

Another Hadith narrated by Abu Daud states that
it was reported by Ali Ibn Abi Talib £& that a
Jewish woman used to curse the Prophet #¥ and
blaspheme against him, so a man choked her to
death. The Prophet #¥ declared her blood to be
wasted. This Hadith has also been declared to be
authentic by muhadditheen like Ibn Hijr, Ash-
Shawkaani and Al-Albani.

The modernists argue that there were some
incidents in the life of the Prophet #8% when no
action was taken against some people who
committed blasphemy. First of all, 1t was the
Prophet's prerogative to decide whether to
forgive someone who had blasphemed against
him or to punish him, but no one else has the
authority to forgive someone who commits this
crime. Imam Ibn Taymiyah writes: “Allah has
made i1t obligatory upon us to safeguard and
protect the honour of the Prophet 4. Therefore,

201 7-A432 1 %,3

it 1s not permissible for us to allow the dhimmis
to abuse him ... On the contrary, 1t 1s obligatory
upon us to keep them from doing it in every
possible way ... Defaming the Prophet 4F is
defaming the Deen of Allah as a whole ...
Therefore, 1t is obligatory upon us to take
revenge for him by killing (the culprit).”

Moreover, 1t 1s an indisputable fact for those
having any knowledge of Islamic Shariah, that
the orders of the Shariah were revealed step-by-
step. In the beginning, the Muslims had been
ordered by Allah # to bear the atrocities of the
kuffaar and not to retaliate against them. In the
next step, they were ordered to fight against
those who fought against them. It was after the
revelation of Surah At-Taubah [9] that the
Prophet %% was ordered to wage Jihad against
all the kuffaar and the munafigeen (hypocrites)
and the Muslims were directed to fight against
all the mushrikeen and the Ahl-e-Kitaab (people
of the Book).

There 1s no denying the fact that the Mushim
Ummah today is in a state of turmoil; a vast
majority of the Muslims has forsaken its Islamic
identity and adopted Western lifestyle; the
Muslims have been divided into numerous
factions; but the love of the Prophet %% is one
thing that their enemies have still not been able
to eliminate from their hearts; no Muslim who
has the slightest of Iman (faith) can ever tolerate
any insulting remarks about the Prophet %7 . It is
his personality that makes the Muslims forget
about which sect, group, or party they belong to,
and unites them as an Ummah. The modernists
may not leave any stone unturned to please the
West that wants a new version of Islam,
compatible with their “civilization”, but no
matter how hard they strive, they are not going to
be able to amend the Deen of Allah, as He

Himself is its Protector. He #& says in Surah
Al-Saff:

“They want to extinguish Allah's light
with their mouths; but Allah 1s going to
complete His light, even 1f the
disbelievers dislike it.” [61:8]
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Shahram Iqgbal

BLASPHEMY LAW: "TRADITIONAL ISLAM” vs. "MODERN ISLAM”

The electronic and print media these days seems
resolute to prove that there 1s no punishment in
Islam for a blasphemer. The champions of
“freedom of expression” have decided not to let
the point of view of the “fundamentalists” be
listened to. The editorials and columns of
newspapers and magazines, especially those in
the English language, which are read by the
more “enlightened” sections of the society, are
full of arguments against the law of killing a
person who commits this crime. It demands
from us to revert to the Quran and the Sunnah to
find out how Allah #% wants the Muslims to deal
with a blasphemer.

First of all, 1t seems appropnate to point out the
tact that throughout the history of Islam, it has
been a matter of consensus among Islamic
scholars that if a Muslim commits blasphemy, he
becomes a murtad (one who becomes a Kafir
after being a Muslim) and 1s to be killed. This 1s
the unanimous verdict of the four Imams of figh
i.e. Abu Hanifah, Maalik, Shaafi and Ahmad
(RA) and many other scholars. Regarding a
dhimmi (a non-Muslim who lives under Islamic
Khilatah and pays jizyah), most scholars are of
the view that the punishment 1s the same, but
some scholars declare that 1t 1s upto the Khalifah
to decide whether he 1s to be killed or handed out
some other punishment, keeping in view the
circumstances 1n which the crime was
committed.

The modernist “scholars” quote some ayaat
from the Quran to support their viewpoint
regarding this 1ssue, but they intentionally or
unintentionally overlook many other ayaat.

Allah ¥ saysin Surah Al-Ahzaab:

“Verily, those who aggrieve Allah and
His Messenger, Allah curse them 1n the

world as well as the Hereafter.” [33:57]

Imam Al-Qurtab1 says in the Tafseer of this
ayah: “Agegrieving the Messenger #¥ includes
everything that hurts him, be it speech or action.
As for speech, 1t includes their calling him a
Iagician, a poet, a soothsayer etc.”

Imam Ibn Jauzi states in the Tafseer of the ayah:
“Allah's curse on them 1n the world i1s their
getting killed and evacuated, and 1in the
Hereafter, 1t 1s Hellfire.”

Imam Ibn Taymiyah writes 1n his book: “The
drawn sword over one who blasphemes against
the Messenger. This ayah makes it obligatory to
kill a person who aggrieves Allah and His
Messenger... and the saying of the Prophet %---
Who will take care of K'ab Ibn Ashraf for me, for
he has aggrieved Allah and His Messenger? ---
clarifies 1t, as he ordered the Muslhims to kill a
Jew with whom they had a pact, because he had
agericved Allah and His Messenger."”

The modernists are bent upon proving their
point by arguing that Islam is a religion of peace
and the Prophet %% used to forgive those who
hurt him vocally or physically. But they fail to
realize that peace can only be achieved by
bringing those people to justice who create
hurdles in the path of peace. They quote that the
Prophet 4¥ forgave everyone on the day of the
conquest of Makkah, but overlook the fact that
on that very day, he forgave everyone but those
who had committed blasphemy, as narrated in
many Sahih (authentic) Riwayaat (traditions).

There are many other Ahadiths that make it
absolutely clear that there 1s nothing but capital
punishment for a blasphemer. It was reported by
Ibn Abbas ## that a blind man had an Umm-e-
walad (a bondswoman from whom he had
children), who used to curse the Prophet 42F and
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