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"He (Muhammad) was the only
man In history who was
supremely successful in both the
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the household work?

Then, how could some of our youth think they are too
important to do chores? Why do some girls refuse to
do housework after marriage, when a woman 1s the
“Shepherd of her husband’s house and children --- and
responsible? Why do some men consider that
housework and chores are strictly, and under all
circumstances, not their domain? Indeed, 1f we claim
to be followers of Prophet Muhammad #¥% then he has
taught us well. As his wife, Ayesha ¢ testifies: “He
was ever engaged i the menial service of his family,
and then when the time for salah came, he would go
outto salah.”

Lacking such a Sunnah of balance in our lives, we
cannot even begin to be good Muslims!
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BETTER THAN A SERVANT

As youth, haven’t we all sat daydreaming about
we would one day change the world? Then,
haven’t we had our parents point out how we
should maybe start with our own messy rooms?

We tend to set our sights on the grandiose and
spectacular, to the extent that everything else,
even the necessities of life, starts to seem
mundane. We deem ourselves capable of
achieving great things. Compared to that,
talking out trash and doing our laundry qualify
as small fry. When we could spend our time
consumed by the important 1ssues of the day that
affect countless people, 1s 1t not, say, selfish ofus
to busy ourselves with our own chores?

Surely you sense my sarcasm here, for 1sn’t life
--- our lofty goals and 1ts 1tty, bitty and gritty ---
important? It 1s only when we experience all of
1t that we become what we must be: Wholesome
individuals; physically, intellectually and
spiritually speaking. In tidying up after
ourselves, for instance, we learn personal
hygiene and communal order. And 1sn’t
cleanliness a part of faith? When we do our bit
around the house, we learn to be responsible
citizens who actively contribute to society. And
didn’t the family and companions of the
Prophet#¥do the same too?

Yet, today, not only do we have among us youth
careless 1n this respect. There are also elders
proudly proclaiming they have never tasked
their 20-something children with housework. In
doing so, they cultivate within their kids the
notion that someone else will always take care of
their mess. Thus, they unwittingly raise adults
who hold such tasks as menial and beneath them.
How far removed are they from the example of
the greatest parent of all --- the Prophet 4% ---
who advised his own daughter to read certain
azkar instead of fulfilling her request for a maid!

Doing chores 1s not unnecessary or (pun
intended) a chore. It’s natural for someone living
in a family unit to do everyday tasks and
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household jobs, with every member having
some contributory role to running home.
Besides maintaining health, hygiene, and safety
these duties simultaneously sustain the spirit.
Moreover, they teach us responsibility, time
management, and cooperation. They arm us
with skills for a better life and world. When we
label them jobs for the ‘“‘old-fashioned” and
“underclass” servants, we do nothing but
engender an entertainment culture of
entitlement 1n our youth and society. In the
process, we Institutionalize the demeaning of
those we expect to clean up after us or serve us
on demand.

There can be no more basic a quality than
working for yourself and serving loved ones in
your own home: If we do not handle our own
needs, how can we become selfless people who
learn to work for others? It 1s no wonder, then,
that as we fail to acknowledge our debt of
contribution to our own households, we are
doing the same 1n a larger sense --- towards our
Ummabh, as well.

That 1s why 1t boggles the mind when we now
come across people actually using religion as a
cover for this failing in responsibility. They
point out that they are so busy spreading the
Deen and working for Islam that housework 1is
not even on the to-do list anymore. Since they
are otherwise preoccupied with such a noble
deed, a clean and well-managed home is not a
priority.

Please do not misunderstand. There 1s no cause
greater 1n life than the service of this Deen. And,
lacking such devoted people, Islam would
surely suffer, and 1t currently 1s. But do we really
believe we have a greater mission than the
Prophet &¢? Though tasked with conveying
Allah’s message to the worlds and being the
final Prophet 4 for all humankind until the end

of time, didn’t he find the time to milk his goat,
mend his clothes, repair his shoes, and help with



