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ruling class as 1s evident from the activism of
scholars like Salman Taseer and Asma
Jehangir. As such the real culprit 1s then this
society which 1s dominantly composed of
people paying only lip-service to Islam and
not accepting 1t whole-heartedly and with full
commitment. If we waste our time 1n mere
emotional rhetoric and do not revert to our
real obligation of changing the individual and
collective life system in accordance with the
Islamic injunctions, then we stand nowhere.
We need to have a determnation, a will and a
firm self-reliance to change the situation into
the right direction focusing on making the
Deen of Allah superior and dominant on the
whole system of life. In case we do not do that
then many Asiyas, Nasreens and Salmans will
be coming on to the fore regularly and will be
doing what they wish to do, leaving us only in
wishful thinking. Allah promises success to
those who have a will of struggle for the right
cause. There should be harmony and no
dualism 1n what we say and do as Muslims of
Pakistan.
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happened. The real fact 1s that the so-called elite
and the secular rulers have been hypnotized by
the American Dollars and they have developed
such a deep affinity for the Western nude, naked
and barbarous culture that they have turned
against the Law of Shariah and the

commandments of Allah #§. This particular

class, though a small percentage of the
population, 1s powerful enough to spell out their
extreme enmity against the religious norms and
conduct. They have developed a great atfinity
for the enemies of Islam and are ready to carry
out their agenda, not withstanding the claim of
being Muslims and followers of the Great

Prophet &&.

Let's give a shortnarration of the eventthatled to
the story of Asiya judicial trial. Last year in
Itanwali1 village of Nankana Sahib, a group of
women including a Christian woman Asiya were
collecting falsa in the ficlds. They all belonged
to the same village and were working together
for their livelihood. There had been never any
strife amongst them on religious 1ssues and they
lived 1n harmony as good neighbors. On that
fateful day, when they were taking their lunch 1n
the field, the Muslim women showed a sort of
reluctance to use the same bowl of water that
was used by Asiya Bibi, the Christian woman.
She took this thing for her insult and started
abusing the Muslim community and commuitted
blasphemy when she uttered derogatory and

insulting words for the Prophet Muhammad &&.

The Muslim women reported this happening to
their males back 1n the village. The village
Punchayat called in Asiya Bibi and she admitted
it and that she has spoken blasphemous

utterances in respect of the Holy Prophet #%. The

members of the Punchayat informed the police
station and the DCO. The DCO called the two
parties. He allowed the members of the
Punchayat to record their statement and he
listened to the accused Asiya in seclusion, to
make her free of any possible pressure. In a few
minutes time the DCO called 1n the Punchayat
members back inside his office and told them

that the woman has freely expressed herself and
has admitted the allegation without any fear or
pressure. Therefore, the DCO told the Jirga
people that there 1s no need of any evidence,
since she had taken upon herselt the crime.
Thereafier, the session judge asked the police
station concerned to register the case against the
woman. After a thorough judicial trial for a
period of fourteen months, the session judge
declared the accused to have committed the
crime and announced capital sentence for her.
This 1s the whole story and the case 1s now
betfore the higher court. The session judge has
given his verdict after fulfilling all judicial and
legal obligations and has taken into
consideration the law regarding the blasphemy
provision in the Constitution.

What should be now the attitude of the common
Muslims of Pakistan in this situation? Should
the people start burning tyres, blocking roads
and breaking the window panes of the vehicles
and start ruming the public and the private
property? Should the Muslims who have great

love for their Prophet & revert to such mean

tactics? No, not at all. This 1s against the code of
[slam. We cannot stop people 1n Europe from

making the caricature of the Holy Prophet #%

neither can we stop them from the desecration of
the Holy Book. Such tactics and the hollow
slogans will not serve any purpose. This
situation can only be averted when we become
real Muslims and remind ourselves the
obligation we owe to Allah. We are under the
pledge that this country which was achieved
under the slogan “Pakistan Ka Matlab Kiyva? La
L'laha Il Allar”, must be governed by the
system given by Allah, where justice prevails
and the Commandments of Allah remain
dominant over all other things. If we are not
ready to do that then there 1s no chance or
possibility that we can stop the blasphemous
acts with mere slogans and processions. The sad
aspect of the situation 1s that the blasphemous
acts and the mocking of Islam committed openly
are supported, encouraged and backed by the



Muhammad Faheem

SALMAN TASEER --- ANOTHER RUSHDI!

It 1s no argument that you claim to repeal the
blasphemy act on the plea that it will be (or 1s
being) misused. Any law can be misused by any
body, any time, any where 1n the world. This
particular Act 1s no exception. The blasphemy
act 1s in accordance with the spirit of Islam and it
1s the religious obligation and moral duty of all
the Muslims to see that the act remains intact and
1s never misused by any one having vested
interests. The very bleak aspect of the current
development 1s that the so-called human right
zealots have never come forward to ameliorate
the agonies of those poor people lymng and
rusting 1n the jails and lockups for years simply
on the basis of the FIRs, false or true, registered
against them. We have never seen any Asma
Jehangir or Salman Taseer or any other activist
so worried to have visited those unfortunate
people! Why this lot of secularists 1s so worried
about a case of blasphemy against a Christian
lady Asiya Bib1? The only reason that these
enthusiastic few are so much active 1n
bulldozing even the law by not allowing it to
take its normal course and decide the case on
factual evidence, 1s that they want to get the
attention of their Western masters and to speak
out their filth of hearts against the norms of
Islam. The astonishing fact 1s that the case 1s
lying 1n the higher court as the law requires and
the Governor of the Punjab, who 1s well known
for his 1deas, has lost no time to rush to the door
of the accused to manage drafting a mercy
petition to the President. The bad-mouthed
governor even did not spare the court and he has
used derogatory and abusive language against
the court decision before the media. Not only
this but the 1ll-spoken Salman publicly abused
and denounced the religious scholars and

Ulema. One wonders what difference remains
between Salman Taseer and Salman Rushdi, the

notorious gusthakh-e-Rasool? The 1973
Constitution leaves no ambiguity regarding any
convicted person from the lawful court, that no
mercy petition can be placed before the
President of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan
until all the phases of the judicial proceedings
are completed upto the Supreme Court of
Pakistan. It 1s at this stage that a mercy petition
can be put in a criminal case before the
President. It 1s a pity that Salman Taseer 1s either
unaware of this set procedure or he 1s trying to
please his anti-Islamic masters and friends of the
same coin as he himselfis. The hue and cry of the
modern-age liberals and the so-called human
right activists from non-Muslim community on
this particular court decision 1s understandable,
but how come that the secularists of Pakistan

who claim to be the follower of Muhammad &

are showing far more zeal and activism? It 1s
very clear that the Governor has committed the
crime of court contempt and has flouted the
constitution of Pakistan. Does 1t not make a
point for the honorable Higher Judiciary to take
alegal action against the man?

The print and electronic media has also been
leaving no stone unturned in defaming this
particular court decision but also calumniating
against the blasphemy law. Let us suppose for a
while that the honorable session court has not
fulfilled the requirements of law and has ignored
the proper procedure. What can be the fault of
that particular law 1n such a case? Why a need
has arisen to abrogate that law? If these people
feel that the decision of the court 1s incorrect,
why don't they revert to the higher court then?
Have anybody, in case of a wrong decision of a
court in a murder case or a case of fraud, ever
asked tfor the repeal of section 302 or 4207 The
readers will agree that such thing has never



