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Kill the seniors," Zardari said.

"Collateral damage worries

you Americans. It does not

worry me." (chapter:3,
Page:26).
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"l am going to help clean up
the I1S1," Zardari said. "We
have to get out of these
games."(chapter:6, Page:64).
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"The Afghan people must be

partners, not victims,"
{chpter:6 ,Page:69)
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"We're just poor Afghans,"

Karzai said. "I know no one
cares about--" {chapter:6,
Page:69)
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"Old furniture and this simple bedroom - don't you
desire comfort and luxury?" asked the host of the
show. Unlike other celebrities he had televised his
show with, this one did not live in a mansion. On the
contrary he lived in a small bedroom with precious
little in terms of ornamentation and decoration. This
celebrity lived like a pretty ordinary man.

"T'have all the comfort and luxury I need in here; a bed
to sleep on, a table and chair (o sit and write on if T
want. What you are sitting on is a sofa-cum-bed for
my wife. I have this small fridge to provide me with
cold water. What more could I want?"

But he was anything but an ordinary man. A medical
doctor by qualification, Dr. Israr Ahmed realized
very early on that the ailments of humanity are too
deep seated to be cured by the medical community.
He believed that the panacea lay in the Qur'an and to
the propagation and implementation of this he
worked tirelessly until he breathed his last on the 14"
of April, 2010, : :

Where others would ask for speaking fees and hotel
accommodation, Dr. Israr would opt to lodge at
somebody's home preferring to sleep on the floor.
Those who saw him on these months' long trips said
that he brought two pairs of clothes and while one
would be in laundry he would wear the other. Far from
charging speaking fees he did not even claim an
honorarium on the sales of his books. Where many of
us look for the religion to serve our needs by giving us
more and more in terms of leniency he looked towards
himselfto give the religion more and more sacrifice.

Fordecades he tirelessly taught the Qur'an at different
levels. Year after year he would explain the meaning
of the entire Qur'an at taraweeh during Ramadan. He
taught a short Qur'an course, which was an in-depth
exposition of a few selected portions of the Holy
Book, which was carried out over and over again in
different parts of the globe. This he did in spite of his
hypertension, diabetes, heait problems, a bilateral

knee transplant, a spine

Dr. Israr Ahmed was more
than just a religious scholar,
He was an intellectual in
touch with his times and in |
contact with the common
folk, Where others would
preach mere religious dogma -
and rituals, he would aim to

{ The one-man army that he was, is
| now gone - but his legacy remains. |
| No amount of words can do justice to |
| his contribution to our time. Only by
] understanding the philosophy and |
| the teachings that he left behind can
] one truly comprehend his mastery.

] operation, and other medicat
. conditions all testing his
- faith atdifferent times.

- "The best of you are those
who learn and teach the

" Qur'an", The Prophet 7-' told

. us. Many would tell you that
- he was the best teacher of the

explain the wisdom behind °
the practices. He propagated that Musllms should not
indulge in luxuries and frivolities whilst the deen of
Allah lies in need of help. This may be labeled as an
extreme point of view but to his credit, and perhaps
his greatest quality of all, Dr. Israr practiced what he
preached.

Qur'an in Urdu. That made

h1m the best of the best The one-man army that he
was, is now gone but his legacy remains. No amount
words can do justice to his contribution to our time.
Only by understanding the philosophy and the
teachings that he left behind can one truly
comprchend his mastery,



