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I cannot make any well

considered pronouncement

but | shall say a few things as
they oceur to me.
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WO pd ?,.»Qng"lsgib’

I have repeatedly made it
clear specially in my opening
speech to the constituent
assembly that the minorities
in pakistan would be treated
as our citizens and will enjoy
all the rights and previliges
that any community gets.
Pakistan shall persue that
policy and do all it can to
create a sense of security
and confidence in the
non-muslim minorities.
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Book Review

Dr. Absar Ahmad

QURAN AND MODERN KNOWLEDGE

The Quran And Modern Knowledge is the
English rendering of the Urdu book “Quran aur
ilm-i-jadeed” authored by the Late Dr.
Mohammad Rafi-ud-Din. The author was no
doubt an accomplished scholar — well-versed
both in Western thought and Islamic literature.
In particular he was a keen student of the
Quranic wisdom and believed that the core
teachings of Islam enshrined in the Holy Quran
and the sayings of the Prophet (SAWS) can
meet the intellectual challenges of all ages.
Living his active years in the first half of the 20"
Century as he did, Dr. Rafi-ud-Din critically
studied the major anti-religious ideologies of
this pertod and convincingly established the
veracity of Islamic doctrines. The author had a
rare and rich gift for both precision and
thoroughness. I have found the book an
immensely rewarding read. Comparison of
Islamic precepts with the thought-systems of
major twentieth century Western intellectuals
adds an edge to the author's assertions.
Arguments are put across forcefully and
convincingly.

Late Dr. Rafi-ud-Din firmly believed that we
Muslims should not be bowled over by all
things and thoughts emanating from the West.
Rather we should challenge and meet them with
our own logic and religio-cultural sources.
After all logic and reason is not the sole purview
of the West. Indeed irrationality and extremism
are as much a part of Western civilization as of
any other. The author has exposed the flaws and
errors of major Western thinkers and shows the
strength of being rooted in his own indigenous

tradition. Darwin, McDougall, Freud, Adler ‘

and Karl Marx were the most influential
thinkers who helped shape the mind of modemn
man not only in the West but also of those with
western-obsessed thinking across the globe.

Having penned down in mid-fifties of the last
century, the work of Late Dr. Rafi-ud-Din is no

doubt dated now. But [ am sure and I assert this
with confidence that the contents of the book
have perennial value and have the potential of
satisfying the enquiring minds and yearning
hearts. Moreover at the beginning of the third
millennium, men and women are in a much
better position to appreciate and acknowledge
the truths of authentic religion (i.e., Islam). This
is so because Western natural scientists have
reversed most of the Enlightenment's founding
assumptions — its optimism, faith in human
reasoning, materialism, and its faith in
unlimited progress. This in effect means that
being uptodate in this post modern world does
not mean subscribing to an already outdated
modernism: rather it means subscribing to the
current wave of spiritualization of knowledge.
Thus the task before us, in Dr. Rafi-ud-Din's
view, is a re-islamization of knowledge. This
amounts to a triumphant vindication of Islam's
world view. And the book under review is a
landmark in this venture.
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