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fated adventure will not yield anything but
death and destruction. When the UN special
representative's quarterly report to the Security
Council, released on September 21, 2010,
indicates that violence is 69 per cent higher for
the three months ending September 14, 2010
than it was for the same period last year, nothing
is learnt from these facts.

Why, one may ask, American leadership is
blind to the historic realitics of its Afghan
misadventure? Why does it not see what is
written on the wall? What is behind this blind
spot? Why these wise men and women cannot
see the suffering they are causing to millions of
human beings?

Of course, there is no substance left in the
Bushy argument that boys are securing
America; there is clear, unambiguous proof that
there is no one in the caves of Afghanistan who
has the ability to strike America; technically itis
beyond them, operationally it is impossible,
and logistically it is an absurd thought that
Taliban or whatever is left of al-Qaeda have the
ability to attack America. What, then, is the
rationale for America's continuous presence in
a country where rebuilding is impossible?
Where, after nine years and billions of dollars,

American troops are unable to secure even
Kabul?

One cannot think of any reason other than
Pakistan and Iran to be the cause of prolonged
American presence in Afghanistan. Pakistan is
being dismembered chip by chip; in fact, it will
not be wrong te say that Pakistan is now like a
volcano already simmering. It will take very
little for the lava to gush out, taking with its
volcanic fury the entire country: from the ethnic
violence to sectarian feuds and from the
economic meltdown to random violence, all
scenarios for the last and final fury are looming
on the horizon. Rampant corruption, political
stagnation, a dysfunctional parliament and non-
consequential senate define contemporary
Pakistan. The government is sitting idle; even
the flood waters did not wake it up. Karachi, the
financial capital of the country witnesses 10-20

target killings per day and the government and
all its agencies are unable to control this
violence. Balochistan is seething; Sindh can
become a hotbed of intrigues any time and the
northern areas are full of game --- the old
colonial game now intensified manifold with
American money and weapons and the latest
chip technology guiding drones.

So, if the American game is to dismember
Pakistan and somehow secize its atomic
weapons, then it makes sense to spend billions
of dollars and risk the lives of a few hundred
Americans for the sake of fulfilling a long-time
Israeli wish of getting rid of this so-called
Islamic bomb which was never, and will never
be an Islamic bomb. But if this is not the game
plan, then Mr. Obama needs to take a cold
shower and wake up to the reality of an un-
winnable war in Afghanistan.

(Courtesy: daily “The News™)
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THE UNENDING AFGHAN SAGA

In the never-ending, ever-renewed, sensation-
hungry American saga ofthe 21" century, now a
new book about Obama's presidency is
supposed to rock America all the way from
Washington DC to its outermost territory:
Kabul. Obama's Wars, by the veteran
investigative journalist Bob Woodward, is
being released with strategic timing so that it
has its impact on the November mid-term
elections in which Democrats are already
struggling to keep their control of the House of
Representatives. Those who control the media,
and hence public opinion, surely know what
they are doing.

Yet, the book will be just one more tiny little
rock thrown in the pond of American obsession
“with new things and new sensations and it will
not be long before it will be forgotten and a new
rock will be needed to keep the vibrations on the
move. For whatever it is worth, the book does
show some grey areas from inside the power
corridors of America, which need to be seen by
those interested in the future of America's
Afghan adventure, which is going to have its
impact on Pakistan as well as on Iran, no matter
which way this proverbial camel finally sits.

There are tensions, we are told by Woodward, in
the inner circles; American generals are keen to
get a free hand in Afghanistan for an
unspecified time; the administration, on the
other hand, wants a timeline for troop
withdrawal. “This needs to be a plan about how
we're going to hand it off and get out of
Afghanistan,” Obama is reported to have said.
“Everything we're doing has to be focused on
how we're going to get to the point where we
can reduce our footprint. It's in our national-
security interest. There cannot be any wiggle

room.” He is also quoted as telling the defense
secretary Robert Gates, and the secretary of
state Hillary Clinton, in late October last year:
“I'm not doing 10 years ... I'm not doing long-
term nation-building. T am not spending a
trillion dollars.”

There is nothing new in this; most observers
already know this, but there may be something
revealing in Obama's remarks about Pakistan.
Relying on intelligence reports for making his
opinton, Obama is quoted as saying: “We need
to make clear to people that the cancer is in
Pakistan.”

The book will change little by way of ground
realities and there will still be no clear
American plan, but it will certainly give pundits
on TV screens something to chew. The ground
realities, however, demand a far more serious
attitude than the sensationalism now rampart in
American media. It must be recognized that the
American misadventure in Afghanistan has
stark consequences for America, as well as for
the Afghans and Pakistanis. Every single day in
war brings more bloodshed, more violence,
more death and destruction. To any outside
observer, it is clear that no matter what the
Americans do, this is an un-winnable war. This
clear and historically proven reality somehow
escapes American leadership which sees very

‘new incident in isolation from the previous

events and hence 1s unable to draw any genuine
conclusions.

Thus when a helicopter carrying NATO troops
crashes in Southern Afghanistan, as it did this
past Tuesday, killing nine service members and
making 2010 the deadliest year of the nine-year
war, it is not taken as an indication that this ill-




