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‘abd on thc Day of Rcsurrcction. The Fasting will
say: O my lord! I denicd him food and desirces. so
allow me¢ to be ameans for him toenter Paradise. And
the Quran will say: O my Lord! [ denicd him slecp at
night so allow me to be a means tor him to enter
Paradise. And (he will be entered mnto Paradisc)
because of those two.” (Musnad Ahmad).

Try this: Announce in vour houschold that Ramadan
1s the official TV Turnott Month.

IDEA#4: DU ATIME

Ramadan 1s thc month of making ¢ « to Allah, an
cssential compliment to fasting. The Holy Prophet £2

said: “There arc three persons du a that will be
accepted (by  Allah). The fasting person, the
oppressed onc, and the traveler. ™

Tryv this: Make a list of all vour goals in life. Make a
scction for yvour (a) personal goals (b) spiritual goals
(¢) cconomic goals and (d) contribution goals.
Evcrvday during Ramadan, takc out yvour list and
makc du'a to Allah to grant you thc rawfeeq to
accomplish vour goals. Insha Allah, vou will attain

vour goals with hard work, both during and aftcr
Ramadan.

IDEA#5: PARENTAPPRECIATION MONTH

We all know that the onc who wakcs us up for sisioor
1sour mom. I know that was true for me in my house
growing up. If it wasn't for her alarm clock, her carly
mormming cooking, her motherly love to go and wake
everyone up, our iffars would have become our
suhoors. It you arc living away from your parents,
vou know what I'm talking about. Remember the
Hadith of the person who doesn't reach Ramadan
with forgivencess? The end part of the Hadith savs
they found their parents in old age and they were not
a means for him to enter Jannah! So why not
announce 1t loud and clear this month, “Thank vou.
Mom! Thank you, Dad! " Let's take care of them this
month with extracalls, extra hugs, and extralove.

IDEA#6: MASJID POWER HOUR

During Ramadan, why not spend a fcw morc
moments 1n the masjd betore taking off. This could
be done after Fajr or Asr. Sit back. grab a Quran and
remember Allah. As vour tume 1n the masjid
increases., bi idhnillaah, vour love and heart
attachment will increcase as well. Make this vour
personal masjid power hour.

IDEA#7: BAD HABITBUSTER

Som¢ pcoplc may have a smoking problcm ora TV
addiction. When Ramadan comes around, many of
thcm say, “I'm going to train mysclf to stop smoking

or to stop watching cxcessive TV by abandoning it
throughout Ramadan.” So vou don't have a smoking
problem huh? Well everyone has some bad habit and
cveryone has some recurring sin they pray they could
desist from. Make Ramadan the traimng month by
telling vourself to go without this sin for the entire
month. Then, if Allah grants vou faw feeg to complete
the month, vou should continue to pray to Allah to
keep vou away from the sin after Ramadan.

IDEA#8: RAMADANMUSLIMS CONVERT!

It 1s truc that on thc first day of Ramadan, a
considerable amount of Muslims multiply 1n the
masjid. It 1s also a sad moment on the first day after
Ramadan that the masjid attendance drops
significantly. This 1dea 1s “Operation No More
Ramadan Muslims™. We want pcoplc all vear long!

A man came to Ibn Abbas while he wasdoing i tikaaf
in the masjid and asked him for his assistance. Ibn
Abbas stood to Icave with the man and pcoplc around
him warned, “But vou are 1n 7 fikaaf.”” He replied,
“To assist my brother in fulfilling his nced 1s morc
beloved to me than to perform 7 fikaaf tfor two
monthsin The Prophet's Mosque.”™

Try this: Makc a “compassion crew’™ that rcachcs out
specifically to Ramadan Muslims. Extra special
attention 1s showered on them and roles of
rcsponsibility arc dclegated to them so that they can
participate more in the masjid. Invite them to special
ittars where they are the center ot attention.

IDEA#9: HOME HALAQAH

Muslim familics ottcn keep their worship tor the
masjid. so why not make Muslim family time at
home. It could work like this: After faraweeh or Asr.
the family gathers together for 15 minutes. There are
many things yvou could do in vour halagah. howcever,
the main pointis that vou set time aside forit.

For example, each family member may recite a few
verses of Quran. Or, onc of the kids can rcad a story
of the Sahaabaa so that all family members can be
reminded. Or, each family member can speak about
the blessings of Allah upon them and what they have
in their hives for which they are thanktul. Just 15
minutes for the home Aalagah. For the entire family,
biidhnillaah, 1t will bec aspring of Eman.

The past saw Muslims that spent their nights of
Ramadan awake prayving to Allah. It saw days where
pcoplc, for the sake of Allah, went thirsty. They knew
that this scason may never return on them and they
hecard Allah's words “Ayvaman Ma doodaal (a
limited number ot days).” Don't let the sand of
Ramadan slip away!



Muhammad Al-Shareef

Before The Sand dlips Away

Imaginc that vou arc four ycars old and on the beach.
The camp Icader has told vou that vou have five
minutes to build a great castle. "Quickly.” vour
Amccrtclls vou, “the sand here 1s too soft. Run closcr
to the water and get better sand!” Off you run and
grab, with yvour tiny hands, as much sand as you can
hold. But. as vou run back. vou feel the sand slipping
through vour fingers and vou can do nothing about it.
In vour hastc. all the sand has shpped away. The
compctition is over. This is the analogy of our lives;
this1s the analogy of our time 1in Ramadan.

For many of us. Ramadan 1s passed daily with 9to 3
jobs or school, nights where we may or may not go
tor iaraweeh. a pcak at the TV (may Allah protcct
us), and th¢ night 1s over. Then, back to work where
pcople everywhere are cating and drinking from
crystal watcr fountains. Blink. Ramadanis over!

The question of the hour 1s --- how do wec take full
advantage of this gift ot Allah? This 1s our topic ---
betore the sands of Ramadan ship away. How many
yvears have we been fasting Ramadan? 10, 15 or 40
vears? Arc we 10, 15 or 40 times better”? Or, docs it
seem like we have arrived back at the drawing board
cvery time Ramadan comes around?

Ramadan 1s no small mattcr. It 1s onc of the pillars of
this Deen (Islam) and without 1t one's Islam would

not be complete. In this month, the Prophet # would

intensify his worship of Allah SWT. In doing so, he
laid the foundation for his Ummah after him to

emulate. Ibn Al Qavvim (RA) wrote: “From his, %,

blessed guidance in Ramadan. 1s that he used to
intensify and diversify his actions of worship. So, for
example. Jibreel used to rehearse the Quran with him
during the nights of Ramadan. When Jibreel would
visit him, he would intensify the amount of sadagak
that he would give. He, # was the most generous out
of all pcople and Ramadan was the time when he was
most generous. In Ramadan, he would fill his time
with sadaqah, trcating pcoplc kindly, reciting Quran,
performing salah, remembering Allah, and
performing 7 tikaaf (Zaad Al Ma'aad).

Bclow are 9 1dcas to help make the most of Ramadan.
betore 1t shps through our hands.

IDEA#1: COMPOUND YOURSIYAAM

If vou told vour financial brokcr that vou just want to
keep money 1n the bank and save it, he would say,
“You arc wrong. Invest 1t in the stock market so vour
monecy will be compounded. You will carn multiple
timcs what you put in.” So now 1 ask the qucestion:
Wouldn't you love to get two times the reward of
fasting Ramadan? Howdoes that sound?

Zaydibn Khalid Al-Juhance narrates that the Prophct
2% said: “Whocever gives a fasting person (food) to
break his or her tast, he (the on¢ providing the tood)
will get the reward cquivalent to the (fasting
pcrson's) reward, without diminishing anything
from the reward of the (fasting person).” How do we
do this? Ask any Muslim relict agency if they have a
“fced a fasting person” program. Subhan Allah, you
may find that 1t only costs $1 to feed aperson! So, for
$30 vou could come out of Ramadan having doubled
vour rcward. There arc many ncedy familics that arc
waiting to be discovered. Ask around and vou will
find a gold min¢ of pcople to help in vour own
backyard.

IDEA#2: OPERATIONGUIDETHE YOUTH

Often in Ramadan there arc khatirahs (short talks),
words of wisdom, Aalagahs and reminders, all
gcarcd to the adults prayving /araweeh. The youth 1t
scems are being disrespectful by talking in the back
of the masjid. “Shhhhhsh! ™ somconc shouts at them.
Trv this: Just like there are things tor the adults, we
could have Ramadan activitiecs and reminders geared
spcctfically for the vouth. And, it nced not be n the
masjid. Let's say the vouth like to chat and chill
outsid¢c 1n the parking lot. Why not organize the
activity there? Perhaps 1t could be on the basketball
court or in the parking lot. Have a 5 minute khatirah,
play gamcs with them, and give them some noble
projects to complete in Ramadan.

IDEA#3: TVITURNOFFMONTH

Every parent knows that when theyv want their child
to do wcll in their studics they tell them, "No TV 1f
this 1s what w¢ do for the dunya then how about
someone who wants to excel in Ramadan? “Fasting
and the Quran will come and testify on behalt of the



