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will be tantamount to the dismemberment of the m

dreams of the founder fathers of Pakistan. It goes
without saying that the hierarchy in Islamabad has
been planning to ruin the judiciary for getting their
ulterior ends. They want to see the edifice of the
judiciary crumble down which has proved to be a
big hindrance in the way of the corruption and
national looting.

A question can be asked from the so-called elected
members and the ruling clique whether they had
apprised their voters, during the election
campaigns, that they would go for making basic
changes of this sort in the constitution, which
would be detrimental to the existence of a just
judicial system? Or have they anything of the kind
in the manifestos of their parties on the basis of
which they want to affect such changes that will
render the judiciary a club of their own, where they
will be able to bring their blue eyed and Jiyalas at
theirown free choice.

Kindly have mercy on this unfortunate, troubled
and exploited nation. We earmnestly request the
hierarchy not to play foul with the only institution
left as a hope of the common man. Judiciary 1s the
only place where the misery-stricken citizenry can
revert for the healing of their wounds and
amelioration of their horrors. We wish like Akram
Shiekh and other patriotic citizens that Pakistan
should have a free and independent judicial system,
wherefrom justice can be achieved without the
interference of the self-seeking politicians. We
wish and pray to Allah to have a judiciary that can
give the weak such strength, whereby they can
seize the stronger by the collar. We wish to have a
judiciary that can bring back the looted national
wealth and bring the culprits to accountability
forums. We should hope that the nation wall
triumph and the exploiters will face their fateful
end. The current rulers are very vocal of democracy
and 1t 1s agreed by all that democracy cannot
survive in the absence of a free, independent and
fearless judiciary. Therefore, all the country loving
parliamentarians have the obligation not to seek
their own hegemonic desires but search for ways
and means that can strengthen the rule of law and
democracy. It should be the criterion of their love
for the democratic norms and for the homeland.
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Mohammad Faheem

A Recipe to Kill the Judiciary

The sufferings of the common man are so grave that
the future seems quite bleak. Everyone is facing the
consequences of the follies committed at the
national level at the hands of the ruling class both
present and the previous ones. High prices of daily
commodities, lack of peace and security, absence of
merit, bribery, looting at the hands of those in
power, and so many other menaces have
aggravated life to a miserable extent. The rulers
haveno guts to adopt an independent foreign policy
and free the nation from the subservience of the
foreign powers. The problems of ethnicity,
linguistic i1ssues, provincialism and conspiracies
against the coherence and ideology of the country
are rampant. The only hope the nation could have
was a free and independent judiciary that had been
in place after a toiling struggle of the legal
fratemity, the civil society and the intellectuals of
the country. Now, i1t seems that the rulers in
Islamabad cannot see a judiciary that 1s capable of
keeping a vigilant watch on the malpractices and
misdoings of those at the helm of affairs. They have
beentrying to block every legal process which may
force the looters to bring back the looted wealth of
the nation. The so-called privilege class of the
nation, which has been ruling this country as a class
since its inception, which has always been reluctant
to put even the looted wealth in the country's banks.
Instead they want to have their deposits outside the
country. We have been made slaves to the World
Bank and the IMF and our national income is being
spent on the servicing of the debts and the interest
thereof. The nation has been subjected to the worst
subservience of the United States and our rulers are
dancing to every tune of their masters in the White
House.

They have now come down to inflict a blow on the
judiciary with the promulgation of the article 175-
A under the 18th amendment, which will prove a
recipe for killing the judicial system which has
been resuscitated after great sacrifices. It seems

that both the treasury and the opposition benches,
with few exceptions, are hell bent upon doing away
with the fundamentals of the constitution that have
been its backbone and a trust of the founder fathers
of the nation.

The fatal consequences of the said article have been
arguably elucidated by the learned and renowned
lawyer Akram sheikh in the Supreme Court of
Pakistan. He has pleaded against the underlying
intent and purposes of the proposed article with
article 177 and article 193 that will render the
judiciary just a tool in the hands of the executive
and the legislature. The nation is well aware of the
credibility and the honesty of the so-called
democratically elected members as seen in the light
of the current fake degrees imbroglio and other
misdoings. We know that the constituent assembly
had laid down the guiding principles and the basics
of the constitution before giving it the final shape.
These basic fundamentals and the guiding
principles were fully embodied in the Objective
Resolution which was presented by the then PM.
Shaheed-E-Millat Khan Liyaqat Ali Khan in the
constituent assembly on March7, 1949. After
deliberate discussion it was unanimously passed on
March 12, 1949. This Objective Resolution has
been the integral part of all the constitutions of
1956, 1962, the interim constitution of 1972 and the
historical constitution of 1973. No one dared,
despite the whole mess of the country's history, to
interfere with the guiding principles of the law of
the country injuring the spirit of the constitution.
This 1s particularly true in the case of the
appointment of the higher Judiciary, wherein not a
single point has been changed so far even during
the worst dictatorial regimes.

The learned advocate has raised very serious
questions before the apex court challenging the
validity of Article 175-A, and articles 177 and 193
with undeniable arguments that such amendment
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