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thc Shaitan (devil) and will be saving his pcrson
from indulging in sinful activitics. Such pcople are
then required to make a collective struggle so as to
change the whole environment and behaviour of the
collective life 1in accordance with the teachings of
Islam. This wholc strugglc 1s namcd as Jihad 1.c.
cxcrting oncsclf against all odds and tribulations. If
such a strugglc 1sdonc 1n the path of Allah so that the
Word of Almighty God beccomes dominant over all
other things, then this struggle will be termed as
Jihad 1in the way of Allah. However, the question
rcmains as to what should bc the mcthodology of
making thc Dcen dominant 1in a socicty where
majority ot the pcoplc arc Muslhims by birth, though
thcy arc unmindful or have no understanding of their
obligation 1n this respect. The way open 1s to first
arrange a party of individuals, who have virtually
adopted Islam 1n their personal and domestic life.
They are very much sensitive on the Haraam
(forbiddcen by God) and Halal (pecrmitted as lcgal)
and they arc faithfully carryving out the oblhigatory
ritvals (/hadaat1.¢. tive times obligatory pravers, the
fast of Ramadan, the pilgrim of the holy Kaaba, and
the pavment of Zakat) in the best of the ways. They
should propagate the tcachings of the Quran by
making thc Quran as a sourcc of thcir prcaching.
They should havethe capacity of proving themsclves
to be the sincere believers themselves and should
makc amr-bil-maroof and nahi-anil- munkar (good
and permissible things and bad and torbidden things)
as the central point of their preaching. Thev should
oradually strengthen their party and challengc all the
cvils of thc socicty through pcacctul mcans and
should alwayvs rcmain pcacctul cven 1if pcople arc
trying to provokc them 1n onc way or the other. Any
bloodshed in the name of Jihad is tantamount to
terrorism and such tactics are likely to prove
counterproductive from the point of view of
Islamic Dawah. The armed struggle 1s the advance
form of the Jihad and technically 1t 1s called as
QOitaal-fee-sabecl-Allah. This Qitaal or armced
struggele 1s the duty of the Islamic Khilatah and no
individual or group of individuals 1s allowed to take
itup undcr any circumstancces. We should Ilcam from
the life struggle of the Prophet Muhammad %%, whose

process of revolution has been referred to above. The
Prophct #& first raiscd a party of sincere belicvers.
passcd them through the proccess of purification and
then commanded them against the existing ungodly

systcm. All this was donc aftcr cstablishing an order
callecd as the Khilatah, which remaincd intact after

the Prophct and his Companions did their utmost to
keep that system alive and dominantly opcrative.

The Prophet #& 1n his last sermon of Hajja-rul-Wida

has clearly transterred the responsibility to his
tollowcers and we arc bound by all obligations to
rcdcem the system of Allah on the collective lifc as
we preach it for individual and this 1s Jihad in the
path of Allah. This 1s the normal and fcasiblc way and
can be followed 1n all times and 1n all circumstances.
Anvhow, the things become quite different and of
very cmergency nature when other powers specially
the infidels attack a Mushim country (I dchbcrately
do not usc here the word Islamic because we all are
Muslim countrics and nonc of us fulfill the
requirements of being Islamic). Under such
circumstances armed Jihad becomes obligatory on
all thc ablc-bodicd Muslim citizens and they will
have to fight back shouldcr to shoulder with therr
armcd forces. Afghanistan 1s an example and to fight
back th¢ Amcrican invaders 1s a rcal Jihad for the
Atghan Mushims, whosocver they may be. Sumilarly
it America or any other country commits the folly of
mvading the sacred soil of Pakistan, we all as
Muslims have the obligation to stand behind our
armed forces and ready to sacrifice our every thing to
save the land of Pakistan, which was achicved in the
name of Allah and with a pledge that the Deen of
Allah will be ruling this land.
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Muhammad Faheem

The lslamic Concept of Jihad

The word Jihad has been so much subjccted to media
onslaught by the local and alien forces that 1t has
become, to the understanding of many synonymous
to tcrrorism and bloodshed. The global tcrrorism,
which was systcmatically  crcated, nurturcd and
promoted to horrible proportions through
manipulating unjust and aggressive wars by the
forces having hegemonic desires for totalitanan rule
over the world 1s a phenomenon unfortunately
assigned to “Jihad . Somc of the countrics werc
controlled through their puppets lhike the ones
cstablished 1n Iraq and Afghanistan through dircct
intcrvention and somc indircctly  like  Pakistan
through an installed military dictator, whosec legacy
1s followed 1n toe-toe by the present-day incumbents.
The U.S. has been plaving leading role i these
highly criminal adventures. The target before the
forccs of atrocitics 1s to decmonize Islam of which
Jihad 1s an intcgral part. Unfortunatcly. the part of the
ilemar (the religious scholars of Islam) has been very
passive 1n cducating the masses on the real
significance and mcaning ot this very important tcrm
of the Quran and the Sunnah. It 1s recalled that when
“Jihad™ 1s alicnated from our “Dcen™ then there 1s
cvery chance that Islam will not be able to stand and
it will retreat to a defensive position, which status
never suits the very nature of 1it. Islam wants 1ts
dominance as a svstem and never compromises on
remaining n the status ot mere “Mazhab™ (religion).
Islam 1s “Dcen’™ (the English word “rcligion " 1s not a
propcr substitute for 1t) when it 1s ghalib (dominant)
and when 1t 1s maghloob (suppressed) it remains only
rcligion 1n the scnsc that 1t 1s a sum total of dogmas
and taith. ritvals and a few social customs and
traditions. On the other hand when Islam 1s at the
authoritative position of both the individual and
collcctive lifc of the belicvers ina gcographical arca,
we can say that Islam 1s prevailing in that particular
arca not only as rcligion but 1t 1s functioning as
“Deen” (collective system of life) as well. Let ustake
the cxample of Pakistan and ask ourselves a
qucstion: whether Islam 1s prevailing here as “Deen™

or mcre “mazhab™”? The answer to this question 1n
light of the Scerat-un-Nabavi will be that Islam 1s
prevalent here in Pakistan as mazhab and not as
Dccn, since here our social, cconomic and political
systcm arc not rcgulanzed strictly under the Quran
and Sunnah. Though, our constitution has the
provisions in accordance with the spirit of the
Objectives Resolution which layvs down that no
legislation would be done here repugnant to the
Quran and Sunnah. Anvhow, it 1s thcre as a sacred
prcamble and not mmplemented practically. Our
social, cconomic and political dispcnsations arc all
rcgulated in accordancc with the man-madc laws and
they have never been vetted on the prescribed scale
of the Quran and Shariah.

Having this submission as th¢ background, we as a
Muslims owe, as camest responsibility, to get to the
desired standards by rcshaping all aspects of our
collcctive life to be controlled by the Divine Laws 1n
the same way as the life of an individual believer 1s
controlled by such laws. The Holy Quran gives a
very clecar testimony that the Last Prophect
Muhammad £ had been sent by Almighty Allah,

having given him the A/-Huda (the most perfect
gutdance for mankind) and the Deen-ul-Haqg (the
system of righteousncss) with the objective to make
th¢ Dcen (Islam) dominantly controlling authonty
over all other “Decens”™ (wavs and syvstems of lifc).
The prophet £, through the inculcation of the

Quranic wisdom and through the knowledge of the
Book groomcd his companions through thc proccss
of punfication and scltf control, who not only
strugglcd for changing themsclves but were able to
changc thc wholc ungodly svstcm 1nto a purc Godly
dispensation.

Now, the believers are required in the same manner
not only for changing themsclves but also to change
the system controlling the collective lite. Such
strugglc will start first from oncs own pcrson to
changc his lifc i the night direction. He will have to
struggle against his “nafs” (¢go) and will fight back



