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differences between them regarding:
» Thearticles of faith
* Thepillars of Islam
*  The meaning of good and evil
* Thedefinition ofright and wrong
* Thesources oflaw
* Moral values
* Therole of government
» The relationship of individual and the society
* Therole of women in the socicty

The fact 1s that on all of these 1ssues. there is no
difference between them. Yet. these are central
iIssucs when organizing the collective hife of any
SOCICLY.

For cxamplc, rctforming the cducation systecm bascd
on Islam means helping the students develop an
[slamicoutlook. In science, they should see the signs
of Allah. In history, they should sce the working of
Allah's Laws that determine the nise and fall of
nations. Rcforming the media mcans aligning their
mecthods and goals with Islamic morality, throwing
out a system that appeals to pcople's baser emotions
as a mcans to attracting thcir attention and their
money. Reforming the economic system means
rcplacing the injustice and irresponsibility of a riba
(intcrest) based svstem  with the justice and
responsibility taught by Islam. It meansdeveloping a
socicty 1 which afflucnce and poverty arc not
viewed as achievements and failures but only as
diffcrent conditions that carry with them different
scts of nghts and responsibilitics.

Now Ict us ask: which of the above 1s hampered by
the differences between varnious Islamic schools?

Which of these require us to ask the question
“Whose Islam?” before we can proceed?

In map making, the prevalent European Mercator
projcction system introduccs distortions making
some arcas much bigger and others much smaller.
For example, Greenland 1s 1n reality much smaller
and Africa 1s much biggcr than the maps show. A
similar distortion has bcen ntroduced 1n the
rchigious maps of thc Mushim world that vastly
enlarge our arcas of disagreement and tremendously

reduce our common ground, thereby portraying the
picture of “so many 1rreconcilable versions of

Islam™. [t docs not changc the fact of distortion cven
it the distortions may be done by insiders. It 1s time
we realized that there 1s something wrong with that
picturc and with the question “Whosc Islam?™
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KHALID BAIG

WHOSE ISLAM?

Whenever there 1s any talk of following Islam in the
collcctive life of any Muslim country, onc incvitably
hcars a rhetorical qucestion: Whose Islam? Always
the question 1s posed by those who want an casy out.
But in addition to antipathy or hostility to Islam,
which 1s generally recognized. 1t also  shows
intellectual dishonesty that 1s not as widely
pcrecived.

Actually the question 1sborrowed from elsewhere ---
without the lcast effort to judge its applicability n
casc of Islam. Nevertheless, 1t 1s a valid question
when posed In the context of, say, Hinduism,
Christianity, or Judaism. Hinduism cannot c¢ven
agrec on 1ts own definition or its articles of taith
(“"Hinduism 1s whatever a Hindu believes in 7). There
1s no unificd code or source for a code, just some
vagucly defined cultural traditions.

In case of Chnistianity, the Bible could be a central
unifying istrument. The trouble is there 1s not one.
but hundreds of them --- nonc of them n the original
language of its revelation. Whose Bible? Whose
translation? Whose interpretation? The same 1s truc
of Judaism, where e¢ven the question, “Who 1s a
Jew?’ remains a bone ot contention. (The common
oground n Isracli Jewry 1s not bascd on thcology but
only onacommon goal of opprcssing the non-Jews.)

In fact it was thc problem with and within
Chrnistianity that lead to the doctrine of separation of
Church and Statc 1in the United Statcs. A little bit of
history may be helptul here. A lot of those who came
to the United States from Europc were religious
pcoplc. For cxample. in 1630 when John Winthrop
rcached Massachusetts Bay. the would-be govemor
of thc ncw colony declarcd to his followers:
“We are entered nto Covenant with Him ...
We shall be as one body. always having betore
our Commission from God to walk 1n His
wayvs and to keep His Commandments and His
Ordinance and His Laws... So that the Lord.
our God may blessus.”
But not evervone agreed on what was presented as
“His Laws™. Aftcr all, these were personal opinions
of thc rcligious authoritics. What clsc could onc
cxpect 1n the abscence of a well-prescrved revealced

tcxt and well-prescrved prophetic interpretation of
that tcxt! An obvious problecm with this 1s that you
can havc as many contcnding intcrpretations as there
arc experts --—- and vested interests --- willing to
define them. Thus the question, “Whose religion?”
bccame relevant and there was no practical answer.
As rchgion became a divisive force that could not
hold the country together, 1t had to be relegated to the
privatc space to protect it as well as the State. So a
century and a halt after Winthrop, the framers of the
U.S. Constitution firmly cmbeddced the doctrine of
separation of Church and Staten it.

Exactly the opposite is truc 1n the case of Islam. Here
Allah's book has been miraculously preserved in the
original language of 1ts revelation, as has been the
languagc of its revelation itsclf. The savings of the

Holy Prophct & along with a complctc account ot his

hifc down to the smallest details have also been
prcscrved. As cven a child knows, the qucstion,
“Whose Quran?” 1s as absurd as the question
“Whosc Bible?” 1s relevant. The Shanah 1s rooted 1n
the Quran and Sunnah. With the twin rock-sohd
foundations plus historic continuity, Islam remains a
sure and uncompromised source of guidance unlike
any othcr.

Arc not thcre big diffcrences bcetween various
schools of Islamic Law? Not only are there various
schools, but also thcrc arc divisions within the
schools themselves, some might point out. For
cxample, 1n the countrics of the Indian subcontinent
where the great majority of Muslims belongs to the
Hanafi School, there secems to be this unbridgeable
chasm bctween the Dcobandr and Barailwi groups.
What 1s gencrally not realized 1s that there 1s no
diffcrence on 1ssucs of law or figh between thesc
groups. Whilc there 1s disagreement between them
over certain practices, they rely on the same
authorntics, quotc from the samc books, and follow
the same exactcode of law.

The tour major schools ot figh ccrtainly have
diffcrences between them. Yct the relevance of thesc
differences to implementing Islam in a society 1s
vastly cxaggcratcd. while thc common ground
between them 1s 1ignored. Just consider, are there any
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