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antagonistic culturcs™. According to Park, this
situation of bcing marginalized can causc a person,
whether adult or child, to suffer anxicty over a
conflict of values and lovaltics. Adults lecave the
sccurity of their rchigious groups cvervday and
thereby nisk bemng labeled rencgades by their own
pcoplc. Marginalized adults then begin to  fecel
frustration, hypcersensitivity, and sclf-consciousncss.

Everyday, we formulate answers and then when the
tidc begins to pull us away trom the safcty of the
shore, we hurnedly scratch out our answers and
formulatc ncw oncs. Recmcember, we arc part of this
socicty, whether we like 1t or not. We cannot just
abandon the¢ people about us. We cannot plainly say
no. vou cannot bc my tricnd. Wc cannot just insulatc
our children, oursclves, in a package labeled i
(ransil. We cannot simply deny socictal interaction,
human intcraction. W¢ cannot become hermits.

And, vct. at the samc time. we cannot simply throw
our childrcn out the door and say, Makc friecnds with
that boy or girl iving across the street. We cannot just
inscrt our children and oursclves into any availablc
slot in the potentially dangerous society around us.

Sounds simplc cnough 1n thecory. What happens
when our daughter grows up all her life 1n the mdst

of girlfriends who all of a sudden expernience natural
spikcs of cstrogen. acquire boviriends, and begin
dating? Will vou then go to her atter vears and vears
of Ictting herdo as they do and tell her that she cannot
do as they do? What happens when you are invited to
a club with all the contemporaries who hold you 1n
such high esteem and vou say no and risk vour
relationships, your jobeven?

Likcwisc. what happens when vou insulate your
child to the point where he or she develops a social
stigma. that he or she 1s denmed the healthy social
intcraction that all the other chuldren have?

Wc arc plaving a dangcrous gamc. W¢ chosc to be
Amcricans, and wc¢ should thercfore function as

Americans. as good helptul citizens and that means
real interaction, real relationships. And vet we chose

stmultancously to bc Muslims and that mcans
avoilding the vices ot society, the revelry, the harm
that 1s no doubt out there.

Answerwisely! (Courtesy: Al-Jumuah)
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Anmad Haleem

1o Assimilate or Not 1o Assimilate

In Pakistan, there has always been a tendency in general public to portray western
soclieties as ideal. Forone reason or another, the majority of our people just do not seem
to be satisfied in their own homeland and show an inclination towards shifting to
USA/Canada/Britain or any other such country. They do not realize the nature of social
and religious conflicts that one has to face while living in an alien society. The following

essay should bereadinthis context! (Editor)

In the social sciences. scholars retfer to
“assimilation” as thc process by which members of
racial or cthnic minoritics arc able to function 1n a
socicty without indicating any marked cultural,
social, or personal diffcrences tfrom the pcoplce of the
majority group. What this definition does not
mention 1s the 1dea of religious minorities being able
to function within a given socicty.

In the case of Muslims living in America, we are
rehigiously distinct from the mainstream population,
a tactor that places us in district contrast with our
closc ncighbors, our collcagucs, and very often, our
own familics. And vyct, we arc distinctly Amcricans.
Yes, whethervou like it or not, whether vou think that
I am nationalistic ora confused person, 1 will tell vou
that we¢ speak “"American . We cat “American™. We
walk “American™. We react “American . We are
Amcrican.

Because we are an integral part of this society and
cannot cthically nor nghttully divorce oursclves
from 1ts mudst, we consistently find ourselves
bccoming polarized. playing the dangcrous
psychological gamc of dual pcrsonalitics. living the
detrimental hives of Dr. Jekvll and Mr. Hyde
cevervday of our existence on Western shores. And so
thc qucstion boils down to thc simplc vct
paradoxically complex question that we all have and
continuc to answer by way of our dccisions and our
actions taken 1n this nation: Shall we socialize or not
soclalize?” And by way of e¢xtension, shall we
assimilate or not assimilate?

Thce previous question 1s the inquiry of our time and
whether we like 1t or not, answcers arc being madc
everyday and decisions are being taken that may be
detrimental in one way and positive 1in another. I am

well aware, as all of vou are, | am surc, that
assimilation 1s hyped by the fact that we can become
like everybody e¢lse. that we can be “normal™ and
“fully functional ” components of society.

Likewise. we are all well aware that to choose not to
assimilate 1s glorified by the fact that we can remain
culturally “virgin™ and largcly unscathcd by the vices
of the dominating socicty encompassing us. So what
do we do”? What has been done by our predecessors?
Our contemporaries”

Well, somc have choscn to shed their 1dentitics all
togcther, whip off the scart (or beard for that mattcer).
drop tfamily namcs likc bad habits. cut tamily tics,
and dive head first into the popular society before
thcm. Then there are those who condemn the larger
society all together, assume 1t as purely evil, cut
thcmsclves off, and go off into the proverbial hills
and live like hermits. What a dichotomy!

Then there are those of us that live life being
polarized, being antihcrocs in their own confuscd
story. These arc the oncs that live caught between
two worlds. Thesc are the oncs that cannot decidc.

that cannot make a choice, that cannot answer the
question of our time, our location. These are the ones

that live in multiplec social loci. At home, thcir
parcnts attempt to insulate them i an exclusive
cnvironment scparatc from thc outside world.
Mcanwhile, through school and other extemnal
cxpericnces, the vouth exist 1in another world,
scparatc from thc insulation, scparatc from thcir
othcrexperienced worlds.

Robert E. Park, an Amcrican sociologist. dcescribes
the devastated and confused marginal person as
being one “whom fate has condemned to live 1n two




