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THE LIGHT OF ISLAM

IN TODAY'S DARK AGE

Dear brother Dr. Absar Anmad

| join you In the hours of grief on the sad
demise of Dr. Israr Ahmad, your beloved
brother and a great Islamic scholar of our
times. He made an enriched contribution In
spreading the real cause of Islam. His
speeches were full of inspiration and he
kKindled the light of Islam In today's Dark
Age. | continue to pray that Allah may bless
him in Heavens and grant us guidance to
follow his speeches and thoughts, which
continue to be preserved through electronic
means.

With best regards,

Yours sincerely,

Prof. Dr. Khawaja Amjad Saeed
Principal,

Hailey College of Banking & Finance
University of the Punjab, Lahore.

PAKISTAN IS POORER WITHOUT HIM

My dear Akif Saeed Sahib,

Please accept my heartfelt condolences
and deep sorrow on the sad demise of your
llustrious father. May Allah rest his soul In
eternal peace and give you and other
members of family the courage to bear this
loss with equanimity.

Pakistan is poorer without him!

Lt. Gen. (R) Hamid Gul

A GREAT LOSS FOR THE UMMAH

Janab Atif Sahib.

This i1s 2 pm here in Dubal and | have just
learnt about the most shocking news of

passing away of Dr. Israr Saheb. This is a
great loss not only for all of us but for the
Ummah as a whole.

Allah's promise Is true and Allah will reward
him for dedicating his entire life to proclaim
His glory, spread His message and show us
all the path to righteousness. On a personal
note, he was afather and mentor for me and
| owe a lot to him for developing some
understanding of Quran and its message. |
have no words to explain how deprived and
helpless | feel with the thought that he 1s no
more with us.

May Allah give you and all members of the
family the courage to bear this great loss.
We have no option but to find solace by
submitting to Allah's will.

Please convey my heartfelt condolences to
each and every member of the family.

Abdul Salam
(s/o Dr. Rafi-ud-Din)

AN ELOQUENT SPEAKER WITH

SONOROUS VOICE

In Dr. Israr's death, the Muslim Ummah has
lost a great religious scholar, an eloquent
speaker with a natural and sonorous voice,
a convincing Iinterpreter of the Holy Quran
and Hadiths, a constant devotee of Islam,
an Intrepid critic, a zealous servant of
religion, an ardent lover of the Holy Prophet
(SAW), a true follower of the tenets of Islam,
a word-perfect of Igbal's poetry, working
hard day and night for the Renaissance of
Islam throughout the world. Almighty Allah
may bless his soul, granting fortitude and
forbearance to the bereaved family!

Prof. Mazhar AliAdeeb
Lahore
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Dr. Muzaffar lgbal

“Tam but ada’ee (caller) who has been calling people
to thc Book for over sixty vears.” he said 1n a voice
that had tensile strength wrapped m  warmth,
softness. and humility ot a higher order. His eves
gleaning with ner joy, wet with emotion, and filled
with conviction, he sat upright on his wooden chair
In the small oftice iIn Model Town. Lahore. where |
had gonc to sce him 1n reference to the Integrated
Encyclopediaofthe Qur'an (IEQ) Project.

“This 1s the greatest project on the Book that
Muslims have ever undertaken in recent centuries. a
truly great project,” he said after hearing the outline
of the Project to produce an encvclopedia of the
Qur'an in seven volumes. “But vou need scholars and
moncy, I am nota scholar and wc arc but a Jamaar ot
fugara (aparty of baggcrs).” The smilc on his face, as
he said these words, was so rcal and convincing that
thc murmur of protcst on thc first part of his
statcment from a person in the room simply died
away. But Dr. Israr Ahmed perceived the uncasiness
of his admircr and addrcsscd his concem by
qualifving what he meant by 1 am not a scholar™,
appcasing the hurt fcelings of an admirer who could
not understand how such a great scholar could say, 'l
am not a scholar’

“What I mcan,” he said. this timc addressing the man
who sat ncxt to mec. “i1s that this work nceds
scholarship ot th¢ highcst order, a scholar who can
tap primc¢ sources with acadcmic vigor, somconc
who can sit at his desk for hours and hours on ¢nd. |
am a preacher. my forte 1s not academic scholarship.
[ am struggling to purity hearts and bind them to the
Book thatguides.™

It was carly Fcbruary 2010. I was i Pakistan 1n
conne¢ction with the IEQ Project. A few weceks ago. |
had rccecived a small package in mail containing
some 1ssucs of Nada-e-Khilafaf. the weekly
magazin¢ of Tanzim-¢ Islami. which he founded 1n
carly 1973s after he left Jamaat-¢ Islami because of
diffcrences with Mawlana Mawdudi. That was 1n
response to a Quantum Note published in 7/¢ News
("Behind our Stagnant Politics”, November 20,
2009) i which [ had pmpomted the moment
Pakistan was dcrailed from the only path which
could havce led tothe cmergence of an Islamic state . It
was an analysis of Pakistan's stagnant political scene
m which I had ignored his Tanzecem. Later that day. |
was to lcarn that he had sent an email message
through his brother, Dr. Absar Ahmad, after reading
that Quantum Note, a message that I neverreceived.
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Born m 1932 1in Hissar (now Harvana). India, Dr.
Israr Ahmad passcd away on Apnl 14, 2010 between
3:00-3:30 am at his Model Town house. A quitc and
quick death, the end of an era in the fullness of time
and age, a life spent in continuous, sincere. and hard
struggle. with conscious choices made along the way
with full understanding and commitment to a very
high goal for his own life as well as for the collective
life of the community to which he belonged heart and
soul.

Dr. Israr Ahmad's death marks the end of an ¢ra 1n
more¢ than one wayvs. He was the last of the small
group of scholars who had joined hands with
Mawlana Mawdudi and actively engaged 1n a
political strugglc to cstablish an Islamic statc 1n
Pakistan. Whcen Mawlana Mawdudi abandonced his
own clcarly statcd stratcgy, he was among thosc few
who rctuscd to aceept hus trecachcrous U-turn. He was
also among thc¢ fcw who did not dewviate from the
original Prophetic model and who remained
committcd to the long path all his lifc. When he
cstablished Tanzeem-i-Islami, he was fully aware
that there arc no short cuts to the ¢stablishment of a
socicty which functions on the basis of the Qur'an
and thc Sunnah and thus all his lifc. he advocated the
nced for individual transformation through rigorous
self-discipline and application of the model of the
Sunnah in personal life.

Hc was an mspiring spcakcer whosc clanty of thought
and dcpth of undcrstanding beccamce immediately
clear to his audience whenever he spoke. He must
have had occasions to “cash in™ on his struggle. like
so many others did, but to the end of his life, he
remained untlinchingly attached to that higher ideal
which makes the matenal gains of this world utterly
unworthy of consideration. This high moral standard
and commitment to a causc 1s cvident from what he
has Ictt bchind by way of worldly posscssions.

He wasloved by many and will be mourned by many,
but on that February atternoon when I met him in his
office, I alrcady had the tfeeling that I am mecting a

person who has already crossed the last threshold of

lifc of this world and who 1s now rcady and waiting to
mcct hus Lord. May he rest in His Mcrcy. 1n cver-
lasting pcacc and be among thosc to whom 1t will be
said on the Day of Resurrection: “Return thou unto
thy Sustainer. well-pleased and pleasing [Him/;
enter thou, together with My servants, enter though
My Paradise. ™
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