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“And turn to Allah 1n repentance,
all of you, O believers, that you

might succeed.” [24:31]

We should collectively revive ourselves and
rebuild a talented and confident Ummah. On
that path, each of us may face hardships, and
troubles will surely hinder us. What else would a
hero be, 1f not one who stares crises in the eye
and, with faith, forges ahead?

We cannot merely blame our current climate for
not being conducive to producing or sustaining
oreat people, for, 1f anything, we have made 1t
so, by failing to recognize accomplished
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individuals among us and neglecting to nurture
ourselves to be such. Moreover, heroes do not
wait for opportunities to shine. They are in a
constant drive to better themselves, and when
circumstances require it, those around them.

In every country, on every street, and inside
every house, there 1s potential for goodness. Ah,
but to succeed and be great! To be heroes! Allah
Says:
Successful, 1ndeed,
believers.” [23:1]

are the

By being real Muslims, we are almost there!
(Courtesy: Al-Jumuah)
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Sobia Asrar

“Muslim Hero” Is NO Oxymoron

Whenever we get wind of a flash news report,
journalistic or not, we all experience a familiar
rush. If 1t 1s tragic, though, that feeling 1s often
followed by dread. We brace ourselves. Will we
hear a Muslim name? Which part of the Muslim
world did this occur 1in? Please, please --- we
pray --- if anyone 1s implicated, let him not have
ever happened to even pass by Muslim.

[t 1s a moment when our worries of how others
view Islam dwart everything else. But the sad
reality we neglect 1s that we ourselves have
bought into the notion that the word “Muslim™ in
anews bulletinis always accompanied by war or
death. We have begun to relate public mention of
“Muslims” to guilty or convicted individuals.

To allay such knee-jerk reactions, we sing
praises of heroes past, of those who succeeded
despite all odds and whose stories reflect the
oreatness that 1s Islam. We fill our shelves with
their biographies and our lessons with their
stortes. We commemorate them and
nostalgically latch on to our rich history.

But what about today? Are there really no more
heroes 1n our midst?

Not only 1s that statistically impossible, what
with us being more than a fifth of the global
population. It1s ssmply untrue. The real problem
1s not that we do not have prodigies and
everyday heroes, but that the spotlight 1s not
focused enough on them. Nobody knows of that
underprivileged man who contentedly subsists
on less than a dollar a day; the maimed victim of
oppression who 1s determined to lead a normal
life; or the girl who proudly practices her faith in
a place that bans her way of dressing.

There are countless untold stories and unsung
heroes of our Ummah. We have neither

cherished them nor given them their due. There
are wonders yet to be unearthed within us. Our
super-heroes should not only be Islamic comic
book characters. We must seek out,
acknowledge, and take pride 1n our
extraordinary brothers and sisters who exist,
despite our 1gnorance of, and indiftference to,
them.

Alas, we fail in that regard, believing they
cannot be real. We defeat ourselves before even
trying. We think we are not, and cannot be,
worthy of heroism, that greatness has escaped
us, that we are precluded from exceptional acts
and conduct.

Yet we have greatness inside of us and are
genuinely remarkable. Why not, when we have
the best Book, the best guide, and the best faith?
We lack nothing. Rather, we possess every tool
to succeed. For, while we sufter our share of
poverty, illiteracy and crime, could success ever
be out of reach when we are Muslims whom
Allah has honored with Islam? It 1s not resources
we are in want of. It 1s the inner resolve to refuse
to let others convince us that Muslims are only
“bad news” and heroes are of another kind, who
were, but are no longer, among us.

The narrative of humble beginnings, of a spirit
that surmounts 1mprobable obstacles, 1s not
exclusive to some land that promises a dream.
True success belongs as much, 1f not more, to us,
for our aims far outlasts our own lifetime. Our
story began 1,430 years ago, and we will stay on
for eternity --- in worship of the one Lord and in
His company 1n Paradise.

Nor 1s 1t sufficient for there to be “some” heroes
among us, for everyone must equally strive to be
oreat. The first step1s as Allah says:
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