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that generation, there would have been no
leadership vacuum today. We do have millions
of bright young Muslims now--and they are the
hope of our future--but they need a leadership \ 7 F 77 - —7 7 72727/7/7/m0/ /
that can set the course for a global revival of |</¥ JJ’J-’V’EVJ"’/ e Lol PAy V*—””f‘s’ gL
[slamic way of living on this tormented Earth, a L.Llad/‘}é.r PRI u’uur Lr"'J l‘a’u.ul;:f" dldfra;.
way of living that 1s deeply rooted in the (dew{J/f’UG}f&A’JLM!&'JP2010dJ!)BUFJW’
fundamentals of Islam but that 1s possible 1n an e
age dominated by technological reconstruction i
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reconstruction stemming from the recognition
that we are now living in a world that is deeply ’WJ’J?'LJ“L;/'}L[‘//'JU?JL(HJ'J Bl 1 £

plagued by wviolence, breakdown of family ..LL/J/‘/IK('E’ 2y, /’lul.?’/"’ 082 J4s20108,18
structure, and rampart consumerism. This 1s an __

unjust world 1n which the Western nations still 4 /‘*"E’)l"jd}u:““ W
hold_ the balance of power: they control, g JF,LE;QJA;;IJTJV(E tﬂiﬁﬁ'zﬁdﬁéf:(g $1+2

manipulate and direct the course of events, at | ¥, Y 4 L
least at the level of human planning and control, ’WU’M&J“G)}L (%/:lu.‘.'u'}; Jf'xl o2 saf 4}:’

even as the ultimate control remains in the hands | -t¢4## 'VP 2By JJ'-..-";U’!‘C-W%' V22010218
of the One Who has always held the Supreme .
Sovereignty. 1.7 billion Muslims need not W @ﬁ?”m
remain 1n the dark abyss into which this 715’(3"Jffa-JbJ/";'ifibrscé-L/'ljcﬂét(?dﬂ'*

collective entity called Ummah fell some three A A A o
. . eq oy ' ; | f' p f
centuries ago; there is a possibility of a great S 18 I WeS T 7 L0 A G T B

revival and millions of bright young Muslims '&"/"/M/"'Kff’dw”(u'vuf‘)‘fwﬁ‘k"féu’b“t’zo10
are now looking for a way out of the
demoralising and nauseating refrain of decay il il |

and destruction; th§ chorus of despair must have AD M} /grwm Iy /,w u’ S A St L ct5 ]
an end, as all bad things must end one day. 2§ OPG (Dental) X-Ray.siLungs Function Tests «JL/75,6£ 1k TV.S

The siesta 1s over; every March brings with 1t the .- —
: S t .g : " SESI K, fa /”J‘ ziu" /la..nd’;/éiwﬂdu"t‘lw
hopes associated with a new spring, and this NP

March is no different. Welcome to a new spring | s001:2000 ECUERDE "’&J“’{ALJU'VV
1S, however, only possible 1f there 1s a new Sl (gui udd

fervour in the hearts drained of hope for three '

centuries. This new spring, this new hope éﬁz:w;l(,}ufew‘_;gdl(g,f)g_ (g ) 23S
requires determined and deliberate steps ‘/é)iw;_r,/jj,;wz ,,1;;1,‘}{(5"53 Method)
towards a large social and cultural St s Uizl e

reconstruction at the global scale. The first step
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of this reconstruction 1s a thorough re-evaluation

of where Muslims stand today. This means a re- J"L,;_,d},ygj,K_:;;s{.jtglc)::B’L..-:MLI;WGLLJM(Q“"

evaluation of the baggage Muslims are carrying | (PRI 0RN] us: _{,zu_:{;éy,ﬁgum,gﬁjm_q J
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from their experiences of the last three centuries;
taking English as a foreign language 1s just one Ph:3 516 39 24. 3 517 00 77 Fax:3 516 21 85
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piece of luggage that needs to be shed.
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DR MUZAFFAR IQBAL

The siesta Is over

When she said "Hi!" for the third time while
passing in the hallway of the five-star hotel 1n
Tehran where the conference was being held, 1
had to ask her why she could not say "Assalamu
alaykum" 1nstead. "After all, we are in the
[slamic Republic of Iran, you are wearing hijab,
and this 1s a conference about Islam." 1
explained.

"One expects Islamic mannerism and, besides,
when you say 'Assalamu alaykum,' peace be
upon you, you are saying something
meaningful, whereas "h1" means nothing."

"ButIwas speaking in English," she responded.

[ could not hold back my smile. She was a
student of Tehran University and one of the
volunteers for the conference. In her mind,
speaking 1n English automatically meant that
one had to give up even the basic mannerism
normally used in interactions. The sheer force of
a Western language, which she spoke like native
speakers of English, was enough to uproot her
from her famihiar cultural territory.

"For how long English has to remain a non-
[slamic language?" I asked her. "Once Persian
was also a non-Islamic language, but when
Persians accepted Islam, the language was
automatically transtormed. Now there are

millions of Muslims whose first language 1s
English."

"I never thought about that," she said, "English
has always been a foreign language to me,
although I learnt 1t as a child, grew up speaking
1t, and have been speaking it just like I speak
Persian.”

"Doyou?”

"Maybe not," she said, retlectively, "maybe I do
not speak 1t like Persian, maybe there 1s a certain

degree of remoteness, a certain degree of
foreignness at the deepest level of my being. But
you are right, there 1s no reason why we cannot
speak 1n this language the way we speak using
Persian. I have just never thought aboutit. Thank

yOu.

This 1solated incidence, and many other aspects
of the contemporary world, lead to certain
fundamental questions which need discussion
among Muslims, reflections and deliberations at
organised forums and intellectual endeavours
which will reconfigure Muslim understanding
of Islam 1n a world that 1s radically different
from what 1t was even fifty years ago: a world of
shrinking borders, at least in the cyber,
intellectual, cultural, and linguistic realms.
What does 1t mean to be a Muslim 1n a world
where one encounters these bright young
students of Tehran University who have never
thought how the use of a particular Western
language 1s not necessarily linked with giving up
their usual way of being? What does 1t mean for
the intellectual and political leadership of a
polity that1s supposed to be global by definition,
but that has remained hostage to the spectacular
failure of its leadership?

It 1s not the fault of these young and bright
students, whom one can meet anywhere in the
world, but that of the generation before them: the
Muslim 1ntellectual leadership of the post-
independence era. The generation that fought
against the colonisers and helped to bring into
existence some 57 independent Muslim states,
did what 1t could under the shadow of guns and
mental enslavement. But it 1s the failure of the
generation that followed them which 1s
responsible for the present state of affairs.

Had there been enough bright young Muslims in
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