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pipcline that would cross the Himalavas above
Kashmir. This 1s the so-called "Pipelinestan” 1ssue.
This would give China a guaranteed land-based o1l
supply not subject to Anglo-American naval
superiority, while also cutting out the 12,000-mile
tanker route around the southern nm of Asia. Beyjing
has been pressuring Tehran for China's participation
in the pipeline project and Islamabad. while willing
to sign a bilateral agreement with Iran, has also
welcomed China's participation. China and Pakistan
are alrcady working on a proposal for laying a trans-
Himalayvan pipeline to carry Middle Eastern crude
o1l to western China. Pakistan provides China the
shortest possible route to import o1l from the Gulf
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countries. The pipeline, which would run from the
southern Pakistan port of Gwadar and follow the
Karakoram highway, would be partly financed by
Benjing. Imports using the pipeline would allow
Beijing to reduce the portion of its o1l shipped
through the narrow and unsafe Strait of Malacca,
which at present carries up to 80% of 1ts o1l imports.
Islamabad also plans to extend a railway track to
China to connect 1t to Gwadar. The port 1s also

considered the likely terminus of proposed
multibillion-dollar gas pipelines reaching from the

South Pars fields in Iran or from Qatar, and from the
Daulatabad fields in Turkmenistan for export to
world markets.
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THE FINAL SHOWDOWN

OBAMA DECLARES WAR ON PAKISTAN

Webster Griffin Tarpley is an author, journalist, lecturer, and critic of US foreign and
domestic policy. Tarpley maintains that the September 11 attacks were engineered by a
rogue network of the military industrial complex and intelligence agencies. His writings
and speeches describe a model of false flag terror operations by a rogue network in the
military/intelligence sector working with moles in the private sector and in corporate
media, and locates such contemporary false flag operations in a historical context
stretching back in the English speaking world to at least the "gunpowder plot” in England

in 1609.

Obama's West Point speech of December 1, 2009
represents far more than the obvious brutal
escalation in Afghanistan --- it 1s nothing less than a
declaration of all-out war by the United States
against Pakistan. This 1s a brand-new war, a much
wider war now targeting Pakistan, a country of 160
million people armed with nuclear weapons. In the
process, Afghanistan 1s scheduled to be broken up.
This 1s no longer the Bush-Cheney Afghan war. This
1s something 1immensely bigger: the attempt to
destroy the Pakistani central government i1n
Islamabad and to sink that country into a chaos of
civil war, Balkanization, subdivision and general
mayhem. The chosen strategy 1s to massively export
the Afghan civil war into Pakistan and beyond,
fracturing Pakistan along ethnic lines. It 1s an oblique
war using fourth-generation or guerrilla wartare
techniques to assail a country that the United States
and 1ts associates 1n aggression are far too weak to
attack directly. In this war, the Taliban arec emploved
as US proxies. This aggression against Pakistan 1s
Obama's attempt to wage the Great Game against the
hubof Central Asiaand Eurasia.

USDETERRED FROM OPEN WAR

The ongoing civil war in Afghanistan 1s merely a
pretext. a cover story designed to provide the United
States with a sprningboard for a geopolitical
destabilization campaign 1n the entire region that
cannot be publicly avowed. In the blunt cynical
world of impenalist aggression a la Bush and
Cheney, a pretext might have been manufactured to
attack Pakistan directly. But Pakistan 1s far too large
and the Umited States 1s far too weak and too
bankrupt for such an undertaking. In addition,
Pakistan 1s a nuclear power, possessing atomic
bombs and medium range missiles needed to deliver
them. What we are secing 1s a novel case of nuclear

deterrence 1n action. The US cannot send an invasion

fleet or set up airbases nearby because Pakistani
nuclear weapons might destroy them. To this extent.

the efforts of Zulfigar Al1 Bhutto and A.Q. Khan to
provide Pakistan a deterrent capability have been
vindicated. But the US answer 1s to find ways to
attack Pakistan below the nuclear threshold, and
even below the conventional threshold. This 1s where
the tactic of exporting the Afghan civil war to
Pakistan comes in.

The vulnerability of Pakistan, which the US and its
NATO associates are seeking to exploit, can best be
understood using a map of the prevalent ethnic
groups of Afghanistan and Pakistan.

PASHTUNISTAN

The US and NATO strategy begins with the
Pashtuns, the ethnic group from which the so-called
Taliban are largely drawn. The Pashtuns represent a
substantial portion of the population ot Afghanistan.
The US strategy can best be understood as a
deliberate effort at persecuting., harassing,
antagonizing. strafing. repressing, and murdering
the Pashtuns. The additional 40.000 US and NATO
forces, which Obama demands for Afghanistan. will
concentrate 1in Helmand province and other arcas
where the Pashtuns are in the majonty. The net ettect
will be to increase the rebellion of the fiercely
independent Pashtuns against Kabul and the foreign
occupation, and at the same time to push many of
these newly radicalized mujaheddin fighters across
the border into Pakistan, where they can wage war
against the central government in Islamabad. US aid
will flow directly to warlords and drug lords.
increasing the centrifugal tendencies.

On the Pakistam side of the Pashtun territory, US
opcrations include wholesale assassinations from
unmanned acrial vehicles or drones, murders by CIA
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and reportedly Blackwater snipers. plus blind
terrorist massacres. These actions are intolerable and
humiliating for a proud sovereign state. Every time

the Pashtuns arc clobbered, they blame Islamabad
for the dirty deals with the US that allow this to

happen. The most immediate goal of Obama's
Atghan-Pakistan escalation 1s therefore to promote a
general secessionist uprising of the entire Pashtun
people under Taliban auspices, which would already

have the effect of destroving the national unity of
both Kabul and Islamabad.

BALUCHISTAN

The other ethnic group. which the Obama strategy
secks to goad into insurrection and secession, 1s the
Baluchis. An integral part of the new Obama policy
1s to expand the deadly flights of the CIA Predators
and other assassination drones into Baluchistan. One
pretext for this 1s the report that Osama bin Laden
and his MI-6 sidekick Zawahin are both holed up in
the Baluchi city of Quetta. where they operate as the
kingpins of the so-called “Quetta Shura.”
Blackwater tcams cannot be far behind. In Iranian
Baluchistan, the CIA 1s funding the¢ murderous
Jundullah organization. The rebellion of Baluchistan
would smash the national unity of both Pakistan and

Iran, thus helping to destroy two of the leading
targets of US policy.

OBAMA'S RUBE GOLDBERG STRATEGY

The US strategy. as announced at West Point, very
much resembles a Rube Goldberg contraption. (In
the real world. “Al-Qaeda™ 1s of course the CIA's
own Arab and terrorist legion.) In the world of
official US myth, the enemy 1s supposed to be “Al-
Qaeda.” But, even according to the US government,
there are precious few “Al-Qaeda” fighters left In
Atfghanistan. Why then concentrate US forces in

Atghanistan where “Al-Qaeda’ 1s not, rather than 1n
Pakistan where “Al-Qaeda™ 1s now alleged to be?

DID OBAMADECLARE WAR?

Obama's speech did evervthing possible to blur the
distinction between Afghanistan and Pakistan.
which are after all two sovercign states and both
members of the United Nations 1n their own right.
Speaking to a hall full of cadets at the US Military
Academy of West Point, President Barack Obama
almost scemed like he might be declaring war on
Pakistan. Every time he mentioned Afghanistan,
Pakistan preceded mention. He said. “the stakes are
cven higher within a nuclear-armed Pakistan,

because we know that al-Qaeda and other extremists
seek nuclear weapons, and we have every reason to
believe that they would use them.” This 1s shocking
because a succession of American officials recently
confirmed that the Pakistani arsenal 1s secure.

In the summer of 2007, Obama, coached by
Zbigniew Brzezinski and other controllers, was the
originator of the unilateral US policy of using
Predator drones for political assassinations inside
Pakistan. This assassination policy 1s now being
massively escalated along with the troop strength.
The White House has authorized an expansion of the
C.I.A's drone program 1n Pakistan's lawless tribal
arcas to parallel the president's decision to send
30,000 more troops to Afghanistan. American
officials are talking with Pakistan about the
possibility of striking 1n Baluchistan for the first time
--- a controversial move since 1t 1s outside the tribal
arcas --- because that 1s where Afghan Taliban
leaders are believed to hide. The US 1s now training
mor¢ Predator operators than combat pilots.

GREATER BALUCHISTAN

The role of US intelligence in fomenting the
Baluchistan rebellion 1s also confirmed by Professor
Chossudovsky. “Already 1n 20035, a report by the US
National Intelligence Council and the CIA forecasta
“Yugoslav-like fate” for Pakistan in a decade with
the country raven by civil war, bloodshed and inter-
provincial rivalries, as seen recently in Baluchistan.™
According to the NIC-CIA, Pakistan 1s slated to
become a "tailed state” by 2015, Tas it would be
affected by civil war, complete Talibanization and
struggle for control of its nuclear weapons™.
Washington favors the creation of a "Greater
Baluchistan" which would integrate the Baluch arcas
of Pakistan with those of Iran and possibly the
Southern tip of Afghanistan, thereby leading to a
process of political fracturing in both Iran and
Pakistan. The Iranians. for their part, are adamant
that the US 1s committing acts of war on their
terntory in Baluchistan.

CUTTINGTHEENERGY CORRIDOR
Why would the United States be so obsessed with the
breakup of Pakistan? One reason 1s that Pakistan 1s

traditionally a strategic ally and economic partner of
China, a country that the Brtish and US arc
determined to oppose and containon the world stage.
Specitfically, Pakistan could function as an cnergy
corridor linking the o1l fields of Iran and possibly
cven Iraq with the Chinese market by means of a
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