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"A big war which will be
fought between the forces of

evil and good before the end
of this world."
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and style 1s that if “forebears” had the power of

tradition and the Quraysh were willing to kill for
1t, then why limit how far back you move to in
defense of ancestry and their belief systems?
Why not meander back to their ultimate
patriarch Ishmael and father Abraham himself,
and their relentless devotion to God, the one and
only? Immutable truths have to matter. Right?

The Quraysh fought a losing battle, yes. The

Keep the Spilmit Alve

(For my brothers in faith in southern Afghanistan)

From south and west, away from my place,
I hear a sound; faint and deep,
From the land of mountains, rivers and rocks,

Where my brothers 1n faith live active in struggle,

The hormn of action blows in hard,
And conveys news of affliction and pain;
The forces of “batil’ step 1n again,
This time with a much fierce face,
They have gathered together in large numbers,
And my poor brothers outnumber the game,

From around the world, the ‘taghoot’ stands one,

‘Mushtarak'” in purpose; united in aim
The roar of their machines 1s loud and high,
They fill the earth and tear the sky,

But my brothers in faith have none of those,
They are empty of steel and exposed to death,
So each moment that passes by,
Makes me feel down and out
I wish I was there together with them,
Into the field of action and strain
And as things get harder,

A loud cry arises within me;

O my brothers in faith! Don’t give up,
We stand by you, in hardship and stress,
Don’t give up the struggle for truth,
Yours will be the eternal success,

We stand by you, and so does the One,
Only 1f you don’t go astray,

Don’t give up the hope to win,

If God wills you will surely make your way!
So be firm while you struggle and strive,
O my brothers 1n faith! Keep the spirit alive!
Keep the spirit alive!

irony 1s located in their over-whelming concern
with their forebears. While the Prophet's
message involved a forefather ethic, 1t was far
more powerful and whole, asif to say: Let's goto
Abraham because there you will find tradition
and truth together, which 1s really how any City
of God can find authenticity:.

(Courtesy: Al-Jumuah)
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Ilbrahim Abu-Shareef

Abrahamic Memory

Augustine of Hippo, better known as Saint
Augustine, lived in the fourth century and wrote
important books that are still read today. One of
these 1s The City of God, which attempts to do
many things, among them to make an
intellectual refutation of Roman paganism,
which was 1n decline when Augustine lived. The
surviving pagan philosophers argued that a
multitude of gods was vital for social and
economic prosperity. Rome's decline, they
claimed, was 1n fact a result of encroaching
Christianity and receding paganism. Augustine
devoted most of the first half of the book toward
this refutation.

Like Islam, Christianity had to deal with an
idolatrous setting. But unlike the Islamic
context, the pagan Roman Empire in early
Christianity --- centuries before Augustine ---
was powerful and organized, while Arabia
lacked a centralized cohesiveness that compared
with the Romans. There was a vague set of
observed norms and values among the Arabs,
but, again, nothing compared to the Roman grid
and experience.

What Arabia had going for 1t was actually more
powerful than grid. Beneath Arabian 1dolatry
and tribal capriciousness, the memory of Arabia
was Abrahamic: The Pilgrimage, the Kabah, the
well of Zamzam, the count of months and their
sacred four, and, however neglected, beliet 1n
the oneness of God. While 1t 1s true that
Abraham had lived and traveled to many places
in the Near East, his mark 1s most indelible 1n
western Arabia, the Semitic Arab experience,
and the religion of Islam. Whoever embraces
[slam, 1n fact, assumes something of the
countenance of this great patriarch.

Having said that, 1t would be unusual for a
people not to defend their way of life when

confronted with another belief. It's unlikely that
the prophetic luminaries of God expected their
people to accept a new faith without inspection
or at least curniosity. The very content of
scriptures makes arguments that appeal to the
mind and heart, rather than a fear of vengeance
and compulsion. (How deep in the heart can
faith go without thought or consideration?)

When the prophet of Islam began to preach
publicly, he too confronted defenses of 1dolatry.
Though the Quraysh a captive audience to
receive their denials, their arguments had self-
inflicted, more wounds because they were
disconnected from the overriding concern and
the passion of the Prophet, sallallahu alayhe wa
sallam --- namely, transcending truth (“no god
but God’’) --- with an interior uninterested with
such things like context.

The Quraysh oligarchy had no ability to refute
the Prophet's message on the grounds of the
message i1tselt, perhaps because of the
Abrahamic memory. They made some feeble
attempts with religious-sounding contentions,
which fell indecorously dead. They resorted to
spin and accusations: Forgery, tales of the
ancients, angels failing to bring down the
revelation, and attacks on the very notion of the
Hereafter.

But the Quraysh's most consistent argument was
about their sense of tradition, that 1s, clinging to
what they heard from their tforetathers, to which
the Qur'an simply and powertully asks: fven if
their forebears knew nothing? Even if they were
not guided? Lven if they understood nothing?

The notion of “truth” for the Quraysh was not
their argument. It was more about a vague
loyalty to the ethos of their forebears (however
conflicting, imbalanced, and socially divisive
they were). The obvious conflict here 1in logic



