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As US President Barack Obama announced

his surge for Afghanistan, he also called upon
Pakistan to launch military operations 1n
Baluchistan. Obama, wmner of the Nobel
Peace Prize, wants to tum the whole of
Pakistan mto a war zone. He has threatened to
extend drane atacks into Baluchistan as well.
The Los Angeles Times reported on

December 12 that the US intends to launch
drone attacks on the Afghan Taliban Shura’s

allezed home base in Quetta. Now that would
be areal gesture of peace!

When the Pakistan anmy and Amencan drones
kill immnocent civilians, it 1s unrealistic to

expect that people will not react. Each killing
escalates resentment and stokes the uige to

exact revenge, a long-established tradition mn
that part of the world. Victims have long

memories; they do not easily forget ther dead

no matter how many rhetorical phrases are
hurled a them If for 3,000 Amencan deaths

on 9/11, the US can attack two countries and
murder more than 1.5 million people, why 1s it

so difficult to understand that other people
will feel equally hurt and seek revenge?

The mlmng eltes m Pakistan should
understand that they have aligned themselves
with the enemy --- the US government ---
against their own people for a fistful of
dollars. They are now enemy agents and
therefore, legitimate targets for those who
have lost loved ones in the ongoing escalating

attacks on their villages where they witnessed
thewr children, mothers or wives blown to

pieces. It 1s not and never was Pakistan’s war;
it 15 America’s war imposed on Pakistan. And
it does not help to prattle about an ““extremuist
ideology” driving people to do crazy things;
this 1s the reaction of very normal, ordinary

people. It would be highly abnormal if they
did not react this way:.

Hanmud Mir, the Pakistani joumalist recounts
the story of a young boy lying in a min-down

hospital in Wazmistan. The boy, who had lost
his limbs 1n a US Drone attack, told Mw that
his mother too had died in a simular strike. In
her dying maments, she had mstructed him to
avenge 1n Islamabad — where the decisions to
maim and kill are made --- what was done to
her in Bajaur. Years later, his older brother
was caught in Islamabad attemptmg to blow
himself up 1n a high-seaurity area.

The Pakistani elites have embaked on a
suicidal policy. Ther actions can only invite

suicide bombers. They have only themselves

to blame. History will render a very harsh
verdict because they are actively engaged in

destroying Pakistan.
(Caurtesy: Crescent International)
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Zafar Bangash

US PUSHING PAKISTAN INTO THE ABYSS OF OBLIVION-I

Before the January 8, 2008 national elections
were held, Benazir Bhutto was shot dead in
Rawalpindi on December 27, 2007. Her death
has been engulfed in controversy; few believe
the official version that she hit her head on a
door handle in the vehicle when she fell down
after being hit. There is widespread belief in
Pakistan that her husband had a hand in her
killing The street urchin, not fit to be even a
doorman, ended up as president of the country
and its unfortunate people after Musharraf was
forced to resign on August 18, 2008,
Musharraf’s departure, however, did little to
contain the mayhem that was rapidly
engulfing the country. More than 100,000
troops were deployed in the tribal area
fighting its own people, merely to appease the
US.

Attack on Swat

On April 26, 2009, the military attacked Swat.
It immediately resulted in more than three
million people becoming refugees. In the
sweltering heat, people were forced to live in
dusty camps in Peshawar, Mardan and
Sawabi. There was little or no govemment
help extended to them. Pakistani bureaucrats
that had gained notoriety for past corruption
were appointed to look after the new refugees
referred to as Intemally Displaced Persons
(IDP), stole donations earmarked for refugees.
The Swat operation lasted several months.
Massive damage was inflicted on major towns
in Swat and the surrounding areas; hundreds
of young people were executed in cold blood
but leaders of the Taliban, against whom the
operation was ostensibly launched, were

neither captured nor killed. Some have been
apprehended but it is widely believed that they
are being sheltered by the regime.

Latest attack on South Waziristan

On October 17, 2009, the military launched a
fresh attack on South Waziristan, again under
the rubric of extending “govermnment writ”’,
This strange anmimal is invoked each time the
Americans exert pressure on Pakistan to “do
more”. While the military has continued to
bomb villages in South Waziristan tumning it
into wasteland driving 500,000 people from
their homes, car and suicide bombings have
escalated in cities like Kohat, Peshawar,
Rawalpindi, Islamabad, Lahore and Multan.
October was a particularly bad month with
attacks on a number of military targets
including the General Headquarters in

Rawalpindi. A number of brigadiers were also
killed in Islamabad.

On December 12, 2009, the Pakistan
government announced that 1t was halting
military operations in South Waziristan but
attacks against Orakzai Agency had already
commenced. Long-range artillery batteries
placed in Hangu, the district headquarter
bordering Orakzai Agency, are being used to
fire at villages like Bagh and other places in
the tribal area. An estimated 250,000 people,
the overwhelming majority women and
children, from Orakzai Agency have been
forced to flee and are now living in appalling
conditions in refugee camps in Hangu. With
the onset of winter that 1s extremely harsh 1n
that region coupled with lack of proper shelter
and heating facilities as well as lack of food,
people’s suffering will escalate, as will their
resentment to seek revenge for the military’s
barbarous attacks. Pakistani Pnme Minister
Yusuf Raza Gilani said this would be a 10-12
year war. He is beginning to sound like
American officials.
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