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All this 15 despite the fact that if shana law was
to be smcerely applied, it would not be in the
form of a neutered "bill" but as the source of all
laws m a state which then defines economic
policies, the judicial system, foreign policy, the
social system etc. Clearly

then, this 15 at best a foolish attempt to remedy a
deeper 1ideological problem or at worst an
msmcere attempt to show the application of
sharia law.

Both of these responses show a state which is at
a loss for ideas as to how to deal with a
population which neither respects its authority
nor recognizes its legitimacy. These actions of
the Pakistami state are leading to a tremendous
loss of life and crvil unrest, whilst revealing the
nature of the state and its relationship with the
people. It 15 bemg driven by foreign mstructions
and threats by America and 15 attacking the local
population, the wvery people it should be
defending. What 1s then the way out of this
quagmire that Pakistan finds itself simking m?

The solution i1s not to deploy am mcreasing
amount of armed forces to the region, let alone
allow a foreign colonial power to help with an
armed operation. The solution 1s to strengthen
the anthorty and legitimacy of the state in the
eyes of the people. The state must regamn the
mitiative by establishing a sovereign authority
which derives tts support from the people and
not from extermnal forces; otherwise the state wall
always be weak, extemally dependent, subject to
manipulation by foreign forces and fwre-fightmg
msurgencies constantly.

The core problem that Pakistan faces is that the
people are disenfranchised and disillusioned
with the state and do not identify with #&. The
mterests of the state now clearly diverge from
the interests of the people. Such a situation is not
tenable and will sooner rather than later lead to
either massive bloodshed or the breakup of the
Pakistami state, or both, as was the case m the
war of 1971.

This 15 clearly m the mterests of foreign powers
like America and part of ther plans which are
out mn the open. The mterests of the state must

urgently be defined so that the people can be
unted around these. Nationalism has failed to
define the mterests and could never succeed in
origm. Pakistani nationalism netther has the
depth of history to which all the disparate ethnic
and tribal groups m Pakistan can lay claim to as
bemg common hentage nor does it have the
necessary political depth which can be used to
define specific interests. At best, it will result m
Pakistani colonialism, as it offers nothing to the
people except shallow loyalty to a centralized
administration, which 1z what the people m
provinces outside of Punjab are feelmg.

There must be one basis on which the mterests
and all laws of the state are based on. This basis
must be the casus belli of the state and the idea
for which the state exists to protect, implement
and propagate. This basis must serve as the
source of all values and ideals m he society
which binds people together. This basis must not
be confused with opmion, as even if a basis 1s
acreed there could be multiple opmions as to
how best to implement this basis. This is not an

issue, rather this is healthy.

For example, m Brtam vyou have the
Conservative, Labour, Liberal Democrats, UKIP
and Green parties, while m America you have
the Republicans and the Democrats. The key 1s
for a state to adopt one coherent and consistent
bagis. In the UK and America, this 15 capitalism
and secularism applied m tandem within the
democratic rulng system. So while all of these
parties may differ i their opinions on policy and
indeed engage in heated or bitter debates on
specific 1ssues at times, no one contends the
basis of the state. The discussion only centers on
how best to adhere to this basis and which mles
will result in the best application of this basis.
The result of this is that regardless of what party
comes to power, the nature of the state never
changes and the people will obey the laws of the
new govermment, even if they do not agree with
all the new laws or polictes of the new
government. (to be continued)
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View Point

Asim Salahuddin

Ideas before bullets - I1

The current problem of militancy is the latest
incarnation of this challenge to the authority and
legitimacy of the Pakistani state. Currently there
1s one strata of society ruling Pakistan and
implementing a system which the people do not
respect. Politically, the system has no value as
many of the politicians are known to be corrupt,
inept or both.

[deologically, the system has little support from
the people as it is simply an imported British
product and a relic of the colonial era based on
secularism. As democracy loses its facade of
providing a mechanism for electing and
accounting rulers and reveals itself simply to be
a tool for the rich and powerful to change laws
as they see fit, the people are shunning the
system and apathy 1s rampant in society.

The i1deal of Pakistami nationalism, which the
system 15 supposed to represent and protect, has
shown itself to be incredibly weak at binding the
various peoples in Pakistan together. Pakistani
nationalism 1s founded on a contradiction,
namely that the state of Pakistan was created in
response to a popular movement to live
according to Islam by the Muslims of India, yet
what was yielded was secularism.

As this Islamic ideal was left by the wayside, the
only sttuation in which the people within the
borders of Pakistan would come together and
bond as Pakistanis would be when faced with an
external threat like India. As such, the state,
lacking internal domestic support, 18 propped up
by foreign powers that manipulate it for their
own ends. The ruling class therefore willingly
follows the diktats of those it relies on to stay in
power, namely the colonial nations such as
America and Britain.

[f we look at the response of the Pakistani state
to the current Taliban militancy crisis, we can
see that it has been one of almost colonial ruler
to a conquered people rather than a state dealing
with 1ts citizens. Army chief General Ashfaq

Kiani declared, "The army will not allow the
militants to dictate terms to the government or
impose ther way of life on the civil society of
Pakistan."

Interior Minister Rehman Malik said before the
latest operation that "enough 1s enough", adding
that "a handful of militants cannot challenge the
writ of the government". For the sake of
argument, 1f Kiani 1s given the benefit of the
doubt for thinking as a military man responding
to the threat of violence, no such excuse can be
made for Malik. As the civilian authority and
representative of the state, Malik's response
epitomizes the response of a state that 1s out of
ideas as to how to deal with a population
dissatistied with 1ts performance. By using
physical means to put down an uprising which 1s
political in origin, 15 to stoke the flames of
internal unrest and civil war.

[f the stick of the government i1s leading to
violence, then the carrot bemg deployed 1s
leading to the voluntary amputation of the state
itself. Nizam-e-Adl, the government bill being
implemented in Swat as part of a peace deal with
the Taliban where sharia law will allegedly be
implemented, 1s a non-starter as a method of
conflict resolution.

The fact that the implementation of a few social
rules makes a mockery out of sharia law and a
farce of Islamic ruling 1s only part of the 1ssue at
hand. If one goes along with the ridiculous
assertion that sharia law 1s indeed being
implemented in Swat, then what you have is a
recipe for disaster, as effectively within the
borders of one state two legal codes are In
operation. This will serve only to entrench
separation and division between a group of
people and the state as you begin to have two
sets of laws running in parallel, which 1s
impractical and inconceivable for any successful
and progressive state.
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