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living in ap
‘She implores: “Can the gloomy
atmosphere  generated by the
Taliban and the government in
Swat be reversed?” Indeed, this
question is on the lips of parents
and children who have become

the fue] for this blazing
conflagration,

Children who have lost their
parents  peed support  and

Sustenance. Are the two warring
parties ready to assist  these
helpless children? No, it is
mconceivable that these
unfortunate children will ever
receive any help from either the
Taliban or the government. [f
they ever cared, why woyld they
have started this senseless and
aimless war?

Have we ever troubled ourse]ves
to think about the lives of these
people? Most of their schools
have been blown up ang the
children have no place to tum to
for an education. Religion urges
the acquisition of knowledge by
every Muslim man and woman. If
this is the cage then why are those
who perceive themselves as true
believers blowing up beacons of
enlightenment?

Why don’t officials care about
education? Why are innocent
children being sacrificed in a war
which is aimlesg and endless?
These are questions on the lips of
‘thousands o7 children
helpless parents who have been
forced to leave their homeland,
Swat, with tearful eyes and

proceed towards gap uncertain
future. (Courtesy: DAWN)

anonymous camp. ’ :
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f has been more than a year
rce the military operation began
i the idyllic valley of Swat. But
he promised peace is nowhere in
ight.  As the biting cold
envelopes the vales and hills of
Pakhtunkhwa, the bitter reality of
an endless conflict continues to
istalk each living being in the
blood-soaked tand.
While the Taliban overrun one
region after another — Bajaur,
Mohmand, Orakzai, Darra,
habgadar, Khyber Agency, even
the suburbs of Peshawar — a
perpetual state of denial has
‘descended on officialdom and
‘pohtical circles in the province.
guessing game is going on
about the extent of the terrorism:
its domestic and external support
revolves around the media with
"o clear answers.
hgTravelling across Hayatabad on
thyber Road, the famous Katcha

arthi camp once inhabited by
displaced Afghans has again
ibecome a refugee camp, this time
iﬂfor the fleeing hordes from
oonflict zones, mostly Bajaur.
pproximately 300,000 or more
ave been displaced and as winter
Mcts in, more are pouring into the
aotic streets and dusty lanes of
Peshawar ~ which  with  its
arricades, fortress-like walls and
pcurity check posts resembles a
Bry at war within.

This paper regularly prints heart-
rending stories and photos
depicting the miserable
conditions of the intenally
displaced — lovely children and
their families suffering the
consequences of the conflict
brought on by the so-called
Taliban as well as the perpetrators
of state violence whose excesses
are reaped by helpless, innocent
civilians.

Some headlines reveal the horrors
of the conflict: ‘Celebrating Eid
away from home’ is the tale of a
student away from his family
during the festive occasion while
‘Displaced students forced to take
odd jobs’ cites voung vendors as
saying that they earn Rs100 a day
but that the police harass them. In
‘Longing for hometown’, the
children are fed up with their life
in relief camps. It quotes five-
year-old Fatima playing with an
empty botile, a box and plastic
spoons as saying, "l have left
behind my dolls. Now [ have
nothing to play with, [ don’t like
it here.” Her playmates too - are
fed up. The nights here are cold
and the days boring. “Maybe our
houses have been destroyed but [
have kept my dolls safe in a secret
place. So I want to return home,”
says Fatima.

‘Katcha Garhi camp: Where life
stands in a cul-de-sac’ reveals the
dilemma of Razia, an anaemic

Nidm-e-Ilnflafat oo

By Adil Zarcef

A World without hope

mother of two, who is expect ing
another child: “ I don’t know if I
will die or survive,” she says, “1
heard a few days ago a woman in
labour was tumed down by a
hospital and she gave birth in a
tent.” The report also focuses on
five other pregnant women in
nearby tents who have to sleep on
bare  floors  while  winter -
approaches. Having had to walk
for days on hilly terrain, many
complain of weakness. Some
have had to have abortions. Life .
is living hell for them as they
complain of lack of food. They
huddle together at night and talk
about retuming home.

Meanwhile, on the occasion of
Universal Children’s Day, Dr
Abdul Hamid, president of the
Pakistan Paediatric Association
reveals that some 7,000 children
at the camp need better food,
shelter and sanitation. “We must
strive to safeguard the present and
future of the 300,000 IDPs of
Bajaur. ... Acts of terrorism could
find a place in the children’s
minds if they are not halted,” he
says. “The people must come to
the rescue of these children who
are prone to chest diseases in
winter.” We get to know from a
translated letter that Sidra, a
bright eighth-grade student from a
remote arca of Swat, and whose
school was burnt down, is now
just another internal refugee
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