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“And  proclaim to mankind the
pilgrimage. They will come to you
on foot and on every fean camel,
they will come from every deep
ravine that they may wimess things
that are of benefit to them. "
Unlike any other pleasure trips you
might undertake, you do not g0 on
a2  Hajj pilgrimage with an
entourage of relatives and servants
to do your bidding. Anyone helping
anyone else on this sacred soil does
so with only one motive — Allah'’s
pleasure. So stripped of our worldly
props, which in a way define our
very identity, we suddenly begin to
see ourselves for what we are — very
ordinary, helpless humans, afflicted
by an irritable cough or a bad
throat, going through the long
walks from Mina to Arafat and
back.
The only thing that gives you the
grit to go through the Journey is
Tagwa, the most valuable and
indispensable piece of baggage you
are required to carry on your
pilgrimage. In effect, it prepares
you for perhaps a similar situation,
though Allah knows best, on the
Day of Judgment, when you stand
before your Maker, with the
baggage of your deeds — good or
ill. If Hajj does not remind you of
that day, with scores of humanity,
like  ants, though, far less
disciplined, walking their way
through the rituals, then you have
mussed, walking their way through
the rituals, then you have missed
the., 'spirit of the whole Journey.
Hajj is a time for introspection, that
rare journey through our inner self
that we seldom undertake because
Wwe are too busy to stand and think,
to look around us and marvel at
Allah's creation, in all its flawless
perfection, and think of our place in

His scheme of things. Relieved of
all our worldly responsibilities,
albeit temporarily, we have both
the time, the atmosphere and the
humility to admit that, all that
importance ascribed  to
ourselves all through our lives was
a mere illusion, If this pilgrimage
does not lend you the humility to
bend your head a little more, to be
more tolerant of the mistakes of
your near and dear ones, if it does
not inculcate in you a sense of
selfless service, to friend and foe
alike, for no other reason than to
seek Allal's pleasure, then you are
missing a great message which
Allah (SWT), with His intricate
knowledge of the human psyche,
has tried to convey through this
requirement of Islam.

Narrated Abuy Hurairah, {RA): The
Prophet (S4W) said, “Whoever
performs Hajj for Aliah's pleasure

we
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and does not have sexual relati
with his wife, and does not do ¢
or sins then he will return after H
free from all sins, as if he w
born anew." -fSahik Al-Bukha
Vol. 2, .Chapter XXXVL]

If Allah (SWT) enjoined upon
this sacred journey, He also made f§
mandatory once in a lifetime. N
doubt, Makkah is a place tha
draws Muslims, again and again t
it, like a magnet, but the trye
Muslim is one who desires for
others what he likes most for
himself. So those of us who can
afford it, should sponsor  this
pilgrimage for those of us who
cannot, which is the only way as
many Muslim brethren as possible
can benefit from this experience of
a lifetime.
[COURTESY:“YOUNG MUSLIM
DIGEST”)
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_s_j:egin in the name of Allah, the
flost Beneficent, the Most
l ciful. T often wondered why
Mah (SWT) designated Hajj as one
Bf the five pillars of Islam. Wasn't
it enough to believe in the oneness
'1 Allah, to pray five times a day,
Fito fast and pay Zakat? Why the
h long tedious journey? When 1 set
“out for Hajj in December 2007, it
-was  behind  this mandatory
- requirement of Islam, as enunciated
- in Avah 97 of Surah Al - Bagarah:
"Pilgrimage (Hajj) to the House,
fKa'ba) is a duty men owe to
Allah — Those who can afford the
;. Journey, but if any deny faith, Allah
Stands not in need of any of His
fereatures.”

P felt sure that no command of
- Allah's was without a purpose. I did
-everything  possible to  prepare
‘myself for the joumey, reading up
‘material on the net, making notes,
. taking printouts, talking to Hajees.
But when it actually happened, I
found myself ill-prepared, for
nothing anybody says or writes can
prepare you for this most important
Journey of life. You just got to live
it, first hand. Barring the jouney of
death, the greatest equalizer, this is
the only journey which strips us of
our worldly embellishments. The
prince and the pauper alike subsist
on more or less the same kind of
food, wear the same type of
clothes, and are stripped of all
worldly frills. When your titles and
status, servants and subordinates,
who do your b‘idding, are suddenly

%

3

the stark truth about yourself, and
where you stand in Allah's scheme
of things. You rediscover your
identity, sans the props of money
and worldly comforts, none of
which will go to your grave with
you, and none of which will be
with you when you stand before
your Lord with the Book of Deeds
in your hands. Even though we are
all aware of this, the pilgrimage
drives home the point, like nothing
else can.

Narrated Abu Hurairah (R44): the
Prophet (SAW) was asked, "Which
is the best deed? He said: "To
believe in Allah and His apostle.”
He was then asked: “Which is the
next {in goodness)?” He said: “To
participate in jihad in Allah's
cause." He was then asked: “Which
1s the next?” He said, ..To perform
Hajj-Mabrur.” -[Sahih Al-Bukhari,
Vol.2, Chapter XXVL}

If ever you regarded yourself as
pious and devoted to Allah's
commandments, then you just have
to be at the Haram Shareef, where
you suddenly begin to wonder
about how insignificant you are in
comparison with all those people
who must have walked this soil
from Prophet Abrahim (PBUH)
onwards; people whose life was
one long continuous struggle and
whole death was a message in
itself. And remember when Prophet
Abrahim (PBUH) and his son,
Prophet Ismael (PBUH) were
raising the foundation of the House,
saying:

S"Qur Lord! Accept (this service)

taken away, you become aware of from us: Verily! You are the All-

%
R R T

Lahore

Waheed Dawood

The Hajj: A Journey of Descovery

Hearing, All-Knowing. Our Lord,

make us submissive to You, And
show us our ways of worship. And
accept our repentance. Truly: You

are the one Who accepts

repentance, Most merciful. [Ayah

127-128 of Surah A1-Bagarah]

The five days from Mina to Arafat

to Muzdalifah and back to Mina arc

a test in endurance, patience and

resilience. The myth that you wait -
till all your worldly responsibilities

are through before you perform

Hajj, is just that — a myth. These

five days test the endurance and the

immunity levels of the fittest
among us. Colds, coughs, throat
infections are common ailments,
not to mention the more serious
ones. So being physically fit is
extremely advantageous. The Hajj
can be compared to a sumptuous
spread —a spread of Allah's Mercy,
Forgiveness and His Pleasure. How
much you can grab, in the limited
time available, from this spread
depends on you physical abilities. .
Those fitter can help themselves to
more then those struggling to keep
erect. Hajj can be performed in a
wheelchair as well, but again 1t is
like a sumptuous meal before a sick
man —how much can he eat? Do it
while you are fit, for optimum
satisfaction, and leave the rest to

Allak's Mercy.

Coming back to the question of
why Allah (SWT) decided to make

one such journey mandatory in the

life of every Muslim who can
afford it? To revert back to the
statement of Allah (SWT}) in Surah

Al-Haji Ayah 27-28:
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