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peordingly, by performing the five obligatory practices — five pillars — and the other activities -
In in the revealed guidance. At this level, Tt agwa or God wariness — a preliminary or starting
et a persistent continuent throughout the myriad development of true inner religiosity — is the
rd which means that the order of submission and obedience is prior to knowledge of truth
and existential sense of the presence of God (ihsan). The order of obedience comes before the
ig of truth, for, whatever our lights it is only in and after our practice that our disclosures are
Religious truth is a living into truth, a performative truth. The discovery of the ultimate truth is
ade affer the aspirant is true to hoped-for truth: it requires both-antecedent and concomitant
nce. I cannot here resist the temptation of quoting Prof. W. C. Chittick who has delved very
o the hadith of Gabriel in his book The Fision of Islam:
phind all the stress on practice is the recognition that the Qur’an must become flesh and
ood. It is not enough for people to read the Qur’an or leam what it says. They have to
moody the Book. It must become the determining reality of what they do (is/lam), what they
pink (iman), and what they intend (ihsan). (P. 9)
gar readers, really meaningful and vibrant Islamic religious discourse necessarily demands, indeed
phe product of, individual and collective Islamic practice and endeavor. Divorced form action, it is
jumble of lifeless words and sounds. Grasping religious truth requires active participation,
fivement, a “being da ‘ee (leader) or disciplined member of a well-knit group” that personally
the speech. By the same token, any proposal or agenda conceived and presented for ameliorating
Kccadence of Islam and reforming and reorganizing Muslims necessitates that to be meaningful it
ft accompany action and concrete effort. It is action and organized concrete endeavor that leads to
eiling of many new and subtle points and refinements which could not possibly be conceived or
lized merely at the theoretic level. Unveiling through practical involvement can add depth of
erstanding, clarity of vision, certainty, and so on to the strategic program and its underlying
btrine. Otherwise it will on the whole remain sterile, empty and impactless, even though it may find
or with a few academicians with absolutely non-committal attitude. Dr. Israr Ahmad has very

mmendably followed this principle in his study and understanding of the Holy Book and the seerah
the Prophet Muharmmad (saws)
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for God is assuredly with those who do righteous deeds” (29:69). Again, “Allah (SWT) guides not the
froward or rebellious folk” (5:108). The Qur’anic metaphysical scheme binds up true knowledge and
wisdom with virtue, character, and bemng — inner formation for information, so to say, is here the
axial truth. Seeking the knowledge of truth is in this perspective more like a struggle and a
participatory journey. On such a participatory journey, truth is not the formal correspondence of
propositions with what is the case, but of persons with the real. A believer does not merely, if at all,
have truth, like a scientist perhaps; but he must be true as must a seeker or a lover. On the Muslim’s
“straight path,” truth is in submission (islam). Understanding an imperative are both translations and
derivatives of one root f-q-h, for understanding of truth and Law: “Tafagquh” and “Figh." It alters the
otherwise more philosophical account of knowledge as “justified true belief” by making the sense of
justified Qur’anic. Belief is justified as it makes us just. The Islamic expression for it is jurisprudence
— Figh, truth enshrined in the lawful life. Aphoristically put: To be right here one must be righteous..
One can understand only with moral reformation. Knowledge in the Islamic episteme is firmly
anchored to be purity of heart and moral rectitude. When our deeds match our thoughts we gain a
disclosure situation for further truth. Truth cannot be disclosed to a soul marred and diseased by sin,
since unless sound it cannot see. ,

As a matter of fact, in the Qur’anic epistemology great importance is assigned to heart in addition
to sensory and rational knowledge. The Holy Qur’an clearly and at several places mentions the
epistemic function of the heart — lahum qulubun yagiluna biha (22:46): they have been given heart
through which they should ponder and reflect. This means that axiology is the form of purity of heart ;
and its discernment. Morality and religious truth, according to the Qur’an, are the formal entailments
of being pure of heart. “Cogitating heart” means more of course then merely adding feeling to thought,
so as to have “heart-felt” thoughts. The expression refers to a deep appropriation as a mode of
cognizing. Deep appropriation demands that the words be put to practice; the thought must involve
itself in action. Reality being unremittingly situational, thoughts and words must get situated in the
sorts of real activity that pertain to their subject matter. They must get enacted so that the relevant
concepts get exercised and the reader gets capacitated in order to begin even to apprehend the reality
of which the words speaks. Otherwise, with the words “left on the lips” doubt defeats understanding
and the reader remains an inert victim trapped in a realm of abstraction. From the Qur’anic
perspective, epistemology is never detachable from its ethics. It is a theory in which knowing is
always a function of doing. The knowledge of God is always a matter of obeying God. In early Islam
it was axiomatic that one obeyed in order to know- God. That is to say, apprehension constituted a
fundamental component of knowledge and the role of activity in its acquisition was paramount. These
are the grounds from which Ghazali set forth as an epistemic principle: “Whoever through his
knowledge obeys God, his heart becomes illumined.” Theology for him is not ‘one of the abstract
disciplines; rather here truth is Jearned in a never ceasing practice. In the Qur’an, heart is treated as
both a cognitive source and an agency of motivational force for action and Compliance. Indeed, the
deep and profound meaning of verse 93 of Surah Al-Mai’dah of the Holy Qur’an becomes clear only

*in this perspective. Allama Muhammad Asad, who in my judgment has to some extent captured the
real significance of this verse, has translated it thus:
Those who have attained to faith and do righteous deeds incur no sin by partaking whatever
they may, so long as they are of conscious of God and (truly) believe and do righteous deeds
and continue to be conscious of God and to belief, and grow ever more conscious of God, and
persevere in doing good: for God loves the doers of good.

In the explanatory notes he writes that the repetition of the particle thumma refers to a sequence
expressing growth and intensification. Hence he renders it in the first instance as “(they) continue to
be” and, in the second instance, as “(they) grow ever more conscious of God.” Dr. Israr Ahmad in his
explication of this verse, has rightly tried to understand the deep structured meanings of this verse m
light of the famous and authenti¢ Hadith of Gabriel, in which the three levels of islam, iman, and ihsa
have been very succinctly expounded by the Holy Prophet (saw). At the first level, the level of islam
people are not asked to understand the unseen verities, rather simply to accept that they are there and
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performative Nature of Religious Truth

. The Activist approach of the Quran

In a previous issue of this magazine we published an American Muslim scholar’s article entitled
£ ix Approaches to the Quran". Our interest obviously concentrates mainly on the first two
ppproaches: those of Ordinary Muslims and Confessional Muslim Scholars. However, my submission
that this analysis essentially ignores and by-passes the activist, and dynamic approach to the truths
bontained in the Holy Book. Based on a deeper understanding of the teachings of the Quran, Tanzeem-
plslami and Nida-e-Khilafat have a particular vision both of the malady and remedy of the Muslims
f the present age. Even though the decline of the Muslim Ummah, from what was once a prosperous
jnd dominant civilization to a morally decadent and morbid, intellectually effete, economically

pathetic, and politically impotent group of people is a constant source of perplexity and anxiety to a
fast majority of committed and concemed Muslims, very few of them have taken the trouble to
palyze this phenomena objectively and candidly. And in most cases, even this analysis at the
ptellectual level is by itself no guarantee for real action and struggle in the world of hard facts, and
pus majority of intellectuals in the Muslim world confine themselves merely lip-service to Istam. This
pagazine is perhaps unique in being both a theoretic mouthpiece of the essential Qur’anic message
Ihd wisdom as well as a document containing strategic blueprint for Islamic revivalist struggle under
he banner of Tanzeem-e-Islami and Tahreek-e-Khilafat, encompassing both personal religio-moral
fnhancement of the individual and collective effort to establish the Islamic order of polity and social
Justice.

k. Some presumably well-meaning and sincere Muslims claim that they have a unique passion to
ue change and reformation throughout the Muslim world. Very lofty ideal indeed! However,
trangely enough they also insist on preferring to do things quietly and refuse to associate with any
prganized team-work which even allows a fair amount of indigence of judgment and opinion. In view
bf the fact admitted on all hands that an individual cannot possibly bring about the desired change
gven on a meager scale, is it anything else than self-deception and living in false consciousness? If
hose who would be smart without being practical — and either constituting or joining a group — are
ot prepared to reply to truth discovered, can we seriously avowed goals? Will not their judgment be
olored by alternate aspirations, as their will not bends their know that ? Their no reveals disqualifying
finsensitivity, for the will to know in alliance with a will not be better and practically dynamic corrupts
y power to know truth as it is joined to the good. Even for their religious scholars and experts who
me somewhat less ambitiously, drawn by “knowledge for the sake of knowledge,” something
worries me about their indifference to collective action and reformation. Do we want knowledge
'w1thout guidance? Then the hidden agenda is — what are our deepest motives? And it is here that the
oly Qur’an says: “Nay, man will be (on the Resurrection Day) evidence against himself, even though
e were to put up his excuses (Qiyamah 75:14-15). It is not what a man says about himself, or what
others say of him, that determines the final judgment about him. It is what he is in himself. His own
personality and life-work betrays him or commends him.
‘. There are still others whose tall claims do not at all match their deeds and personal lives. They
simply forget the paramount truth that after we start to belief, Truth unquestionably places demands on
us. But the chronology here is more probing, for submission accompanies, as much as follows, our
progress, and is not merely the ending result of conviction but the entering road to it. Allah (SWT)
made obedience and self-discipline (and also to a certain extent self-mortification) the pre-requisite for

Edance when it is said in the Qur’an, “And those who strive for us in our way, We will guide them,
; b
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