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books such as Sharah Chaghmini,
Bist bab Astrulab (20th thapter of
the classic  Greek ~ work
'Astrolabe’), Almajesta  and
Euclid. After finishing and
understanding all these books 1
moved to Calcutta, where 1
learned very advanced books on
Arabic literature, such as Diwan

Hamasah, Diwan Mutanabbi,
Saba Maullaqa, and Harin ...
"I had a short stay at

Lakhnau,and there one Maulvi
N'iamatuila was famous for his
proficiency in mathematics and
philosophy, taught me higher
mathematics and philosophy ...

"After completing my studies
I returned to Lahore, where my
residence is now fixed. Though
the indigenous schools have
suffered very much by improper
competition and indirect
repression of the education
departments in India, yet they are
able to send out specialists m
Persian, Arabic, mathematics,
logic and other branches of
learning far better than the
graduates of the departments

Thus ends the piece on the
CV of a Punjabi 'maulvi’. It is
very clear that before the Bnitish
came to the Punjab and banned
the teaching in the Punjabi
'mother-tongue' language and
stopped the learned 'maulvi' from
reading advance mathematics and
sciences, the religious leaders of
our’ land and city  were
exceptionally secular in the way
they saw the world. Their view of
the world was dictated by logic
and learning. Today every
university of the world 15 keen to
excel in both these fields. Sadly,
the 'madressahs' of today have
given up the leamning of the
‘earthly’ sciences, viewing them
as 'foreign’ and unwanted in their
understanding of the Almighty.

system—one that no longer exist
in Britain itself—has created t
image of the ordinary 'matricula
as a second-class scholar.
reality is otherwise. The work 1
years ago of Dr Lietner on
learning of the 'maulvi' is goo
enough guide for us today #
amend and invest in our ov
people. (Courtesy DAWN)

Even the Sufi understanding of
the Almighty that exists within us
is frowned upon.

Today, the word 'maulvi' is
understood to  represent a
semiliterate person, devoid of
rational thinking. The beauty of
our elders calling us 'maulana’ is
lost on the new generation, and
for very good reason. The blind
rush for the '0' and 'A' level

dulylal 3
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Rida-c-Tafllafial  onoe
- By Majid Sheikh

CV of a Punjabi ‘Maulvi’

b1 honorific title of teacher in t

B too familiar with the name of Lord Macaulay
I.pire masterminded educational policy for the subcontinent. Through the educational
; mpletely uprooted from the local and indigenous
cation and curricula. Moreover, they

ed by him, the natives were co
Jong historical tradition of its own) system of edu
flly estranged from their own languages and this in tum
Bistory, destiny and the role in world affairs. They were mainly taught English language
bers so that they could serve as clerks in the ruling bureaucracy and could serve as props
the Raj. In all fairness, however, we should also
demics of the colonial era who were knowledge-
Leitner may be mentioned who played a very

ademic life at Lahore and who very open-mindedly left a

ffficial and administrative structure of
gr and pay iribute to, a few British aca
fnd great scholars. For one
role in enhancing the ac
cknowledgement of the high standard of education and vast
he Punjab. Other respectable titles for the learned of yore

Dr. G. W.

(1800-59) who in the days of the |

led to alienation from their

learning of ‘maulvi'—

funshi’ and ‘Mulla’. Under the media-impesed tutelage and westernization of our minds

jcation, these words have lost the rin
Epejorative and derogatory. Mr. Majid
Bous readers In resuscitating

{ of ninetcenth century India (Dr. Absar Ahmad).

the character and academi

g of respect attached to them and have instead

Sheikh has done a great service for all thoughtful
c caliber of maulvi in the last

h we go back almost 125
fo see what a typical
bhad read before he could
led a ‘'maulvi’. One
jers that in our youth, our
bolitely called each other
o', a term of utter respect.
in our college days in
fment College, Lahore, in
F/0s, our teachers would
fully call an outstanding
E 'maulana’. Last week,
researching on a subject,
ppened to read the writing
e great linguist and
plist, Dr G.W. Lietner, on
ricula followed by a typical
F)i 'maulvi’ in one of this
2 on the training of teachers
¢ Punjab. The piece was
Egin 1886.

1S a brilliant piece without
{; but its relevance today is
eater as we sce religion
sed for criminal purposes.

Instead of delving into the 'rights’
and 'wrongs' of the situation, let
us see what this research .tells us.
Labelled as "Curriculum Vitae of
a Punjabi Maulvi”, it is a piece
written by the ‘maulvi’ himself.
Below are a few excerpts from
the CV:

"Up to the age of 20 1 studied
grammar, logic, literature,
arithmetic and jurisprudence in
my native Batala, and in different
cities like Lahore, Hoshiarpur,
etc.., and finished the ordinary
textbooks in the above subjects,

such as Mulla Hasan, 2
commentary on Sullum,
Mirzahid, Sadra, Mukhtsar
Maani, Mutawwal, Hasami,
Kanuncha, Kheyali, Shariah-e-

Aqayed and Shariah- e-Wagqaya ...

"Afterward 1 travelled to
Delhi, which was a seat of Arabic
learning. 1 stayed at Delhi and
completed there the Hamdulla,

Kazi, Tafsir-e-Jalalain, Tauzih,
Talvih, Hidaya and six books on
Hadiths (Bukhari, Muslim, Abu
Daud, Nisai and Ibn Maja) with
Mishkat and Mawatta.

"Then I went to Aligarh and
read the Sadra, Sharah Hedeyet-
ul-Hikmat in philosophy and
Sadidi, Nafisi and Kanun of Bu
Ali Sina (Avicenna) 1n medicine.
The next place I went to was
Kandhla, Muzaffarnagar, where 1
studied advance books in
philosophy  and theological
philosophy, such as Amur Amma
of Mirzahid, Shams Bazgha,
Shariah-e-Mussalam and Shariah
Mawaqif, and also the first two
books of the mathematician
Euclid in Arabic.

"At Benaras | joined an
immense class of Arabic scholars
from all over India who had come
to study advance mathematical
and astronomical sciences from

S
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