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fragments from Jewish and attack various teachings of the r’JG;f/.';bgf..J;"{»;-{_Cﬁigl_A,.!ﬁ =
Ch;isti]aln writingks dwtl)lich werfl: ((i)ur'an, c]abimilrgghthat it is a @—%‘fﬁeﬂwpwfaq_;{‘;;uﬁ
gradually re-worked by several dangerous book that encourages ] .l

generations of Arab editors. Some  violence against non-Muslims, f.;.LE-lﬁul“ich%fu..:bﬁé

of them seem to believe that if degrades women, rejects -2

they could prove the human scientific inquiry, and challenges Y d“‘iJJ;‘y;/ S L R
origins of the Islamic scripture the norms - of decent secular A -

then the Quran will lose its hold society, They claim that as long ‘;Vr'f'f"'é)’;d’“}t’ifj’ﬁ'md’
on Muslims just as the Bible has as the Quran exists and is Utla o i fr ol ulfg_uf b s 3o
lost_ i‘ts hold over Jews and bﬂieved to be divine word, there é’ R LF’ oo L}d'f (o]
Christians. will be no peace on earth. Such e . o

6. Polemicists: Some individuals polemicists often try to convince -J“JL oA Ué’(‘-’/'{’{ 02 0 Tl

in this group may be genuine both Muslims and non-Muslims J;‘_u,ﬁ._-_-,/Ju’e'bufJ;L.J/““
scholars, bu.t most  are 51mply tbat thf? Qur'an is illogical, //:”"JJJ/:/&}&ZJ/&JQ/J’C/}’D‘[,
zealous Christians who believe disorganized, repetitive, and * 1

that in order to promote their irrational and hence it cannot be - UrT-Uf s LW UEL L ol

religious  beliefs  they must anything, but a purely human nL;guﬁJlit{Jn;,/jé;J,ﬂ}

discredit Islamic ones. Their product. Some of them also like :
. . . . . —e sl a4

favorite target is the authenticity to claim that the Qur'an is far ¢

of the Qur'an, a mission for which inferior to the Bible in both style W& &b U715 U'/Gf?: t’;-{’
they frequently borrow various and message. u,r._s}-{,,;_c,v/ el thrd
half-baked theories from the Courtesy: ‘Signs’ a magazine of '

revisionists. They also like to  IONA ,L,,;M/G ?uu.;j;{ jggr_ugééj{
FuLoiisean s o,
J/i‘z,{ T R VPN N P
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Six Approaches to the Qur’an
s book The Qurian: A User's theologians. The Quran is free 4. Participant Observers:

fle, Farid Esack identified six
or ways in which people, both
lim  and non-Muslim,
Joach  the Quran,, These
paches  are  summarized
y. Sce diagram at the end.
drdinary Muslims: Most
Ims do not speak or
Pstard classical Arabic, and
b they do not have direct
§ to the meanings of the
. A large number of
Ins do learn to read the
jic script in a more or less
fte way. Muslims believe
fe Quran is literally the
B the Almighty God. For
it is the object of
__ ional  adoration  and
1-, veneration. The Qur'an
Wered sacred in both form
fotent. It is placed at the
s_helf in the house, often
fin a special silk envelope.
fommonly believed that
b~ Qurlanic  verses  or
p can help a dying person,
acing dog in its tracks,
N evil spirits, produce the
jich for one's daughter,
de cure for the most
bof diseases.
jafessional  Muslim
j: For the 'Ulama, the
s the inimitable and
bs speech. of  Allah
frevealed to the Prophet
Bd (SAW) through the
L. They contend that the
2 to be understood
_mainstream, orthodox
e commentaries written
ative  jurists and

from any contradictions or defects

that normally affect human
literary creations. If we en-
counter problems n
understanding the Qur'an, the

fault is likely to be on the side of
the reader rather than on the side
of the text. Ordinary Muslims
should not try to interpret the
meanings of the Qur'an because
they are likely to commit serious
mistakes; instead, they should
follow the authoritative
interpretations as provided by the
‘Ulama’. .

3. Critical Muslim Scholars:
These are Muslim scholars who
seek to apply the tools and
insights of various modemn
disciplines to the study of the
Qur'an. Most of them would
acknowledge that the Qur'an is
the word of God, but they would
also raise the question of exactly
what that might mean. They
emphasize that in addition to
being divine speech. the Quran is
also a historical and cultural
artifact. Consequently, they insist
that its teachings must be
historically contextualized before
they can be properly interpreted
and applied. They further argue
that while the classical tradition is
important, it is not absolutely
binding on all subsequent
generations. Every generation of
Muslims will have to grapple
with the message of the (QQur'an
according lo its own needs, and
every generation must use all the
inteffectual resources available to
it in order to come to terms with
the Qur'an.

These are non-Muslim scholars
who have become interested in
the Qur'an during the course of
their academic work. They try to
avoid taking a firm -and clear
position on whether or not the
Qur'an is divine speech; instead,
they think it is highly desirable to
learn about the contents, form,
meanings, and history of the
Qur'an, as well as the nature and
extent of its effects on Muslims,
in a scientific manner. They
recognize that the Qur'an is a
powerful and spiritually uplifting -
text that 15 revered by a
significant section of humankind;
they contend that for this reason
alone 1t ought to be approached
with utmost care and respect.
Such non-Muslims are generally
open-minded and sympathetic to
Muslim beliefs, even when they
do not agree with the latter .

5. Revisionists: These -are non-
Muslim scholars who are often
hostile  towards Islam  and’
Muslims, They believe that both
the confessional Muslim scholars
and the non-Muslim sympathetic
scholars have been too gullible in
their approach to the Qur'an. The
revisionists argue that anything
that Muslims themselves claim
about the history of the Qur'an
cannot be accepted as reliable.
Instead, only historical -and
¢ritical methods can reveal the
truth. Such scholars are not
mterested in the message and
teachings of the Qur'an. Their aim
1s to show that the Qur'an is
nothing more than borrowed
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