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the soul of man. Muslims must be re-
educated to renounce this disastrous
fellowship of satanic forces. He must
continue to fear God and his wrath as
even to believe in His mercy and the
rewards He bestows upon his humble
servants. He must know that Kullo
Nafsin Zaigat-ul-maut, that death is
unavoidable and that he is not
designed to stay here for ever.

When man corrects his personal
position and regards himself as a
slave of God and construes his life to
be the occasion and opportunity for
rendering service to the Lord and
Master of his life in the universe in
which his lot is cast, he isable to
qualify for the reception of Divine
grace. And it is of “He gives
whatever He likes to whomsoever He
Likes,” the Qur’an reminds us so
often. Ofcourse man must put
forward his effort and strive and
struggle to do the best he can in the
light of truths that Islam has
presented to him. But he should
know that finally and ultimately it is
not what he does but grace of God
that will save him. And for this he
must incessantly pray, It is thus
God’s mercy, forgiveness and grace
that he must look up to!

My reading of history is different. I
do not read it the way in which Dr.
Israr has looked upon it. I see in it the
play of the contingent and operation
of unforeseen factors and hoid that
no man who liveth can, on the basis
of what evidence today pregents to
him, can tell me what will happen
tomorrow. No, that sort of
knowledge of the unseen is not given
to and he must learn to conduct
operation of life within the sphere of
what he believes is possible but with
the  implied reservation  that
ultimately it is not his will but God’s
will that prevails.

In conclusion I would like to insist
for securing the consolidation of
Pakistan and invigoration of the
institution of Umma-i-Islamia all the
world over, that Musalmans should
be disciplined into becoming not as

ease-loving and comfort-seeking
people but as a community that
believes in doing, what may be called
heroic, salutary deeds. Man must be
educated to be tough-minded to be
able to face the challenges that lie
ahead. He should also be educated to
have in him the desire to make
sacrifices for the achievement of the
Islamic ideal. Life, I believe, has
been given to man to be able to give
it away, if necessary, in God’s name.
Life has to be valued only because it

is capable of serving as an offering at

the altar of some holy cause. In itself,
we know it cannot be prolonged for
long and has one day to be taken
away from us. Cardinal principle of
Islam is that this life is sport and
play, a theatre of the alluring
exhibition of provisions of vanity---
but the life to come is better and
eternal. To be possessed of “Showk-
e-Shahadat” (love of being a martyr)
is the very pre-condition of man's
invincibility. Such a one . alone
endures---everything else passes!

I was taken aback to see Dr. Israr
using the words “Islami Inqilab” or
“Islamic Reveolution™. This concept
in my understanding 1s foreign to the
spirit and letter of Islam for the
reason that revolution basically
means a complete overthrow of the
established Government in any
country or state by those who were
previously subjected to it: it is a
forcible substitution by new rulers of
former government as in the context
of a French revolution. Means
overthrow of the monarchy and
establishment of republican
government in 1789-85. Similarly it
also designates the over throw of
British supremacy by the American
War of Independence from 1775 to
81. In essence this is a swift and
sudden substitution of a new order in
place of an old one and is usually
accompanied by force and violence.
Islam, as its history shows, cannot be
regarded as a revolutionary change

m =

because its founder accepted!
existing pagan practices as part ¢
law and progressively, under I
revelation, changed them acyg
period of 23 years. There too i
not a total over-throw of the
practices because Islam accepte
pre-existing prophets and their
and attempted to purify the tead
of pre-existing religious trad
from elements that had adultrats
message. Besides in doing all
force was used. Indeed the ug
force was expressly tabooed---i
it was said there is no compulsi
religion. We often hear the
“Islamic Revolution™ being

often that it is fast becomif
fashion. Dr. Israr subscribes tg
view that the stability or Iste

Pakistan will be achieved
through Islamic revolution
indeed goes on to make it the ti
one of the chapters of the books.
page. 161). Per contra it is]
evolutionary method, of s
transformation of the old order w
Islam sanctions and not the aj
dislocation or uprooting of |
existing institutions, such as;
associate with some of the far
historical revolutionary changes.
is Islam in itself suggestive of
revolutionary change if only bed
the Prophet came to verify the
existing revelation that had ¢
through earlier Prophets. And iy
the edifice of Islam was built by
not on a tabula-rasa but upon
premises of securing purificatiof
pre-existing religious tradition.
In the end in Islamic perspectivd
my thinking only three things
real---GOD 1s real, death is real
Prayer is real. And it 15
relationship with these three reali
that gives him a significant placef
the scheme of things and help hing
transcend his animal existence in
direction of heavenly state of being
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rar Ahmad’s book “Istehkam-e-
stan”  makes a fascinating
ing and contains a serious
fation to any one interested in
prstanding  the  causes . that
gribute to the rise and fall of
fons to think for hims&lf and
over what, in the light of the
Pangand the prophetic utterances
e way out of the impasse with
j ch our country is confronted. Dr,
has drawn an interesting parallei
een two specific cases of the rise
all of Jewish people and has
it -to cornpare that historical
pomena which he discerns in the
of Muslim people. He quotes
nsively from the Qur’an and the
Mith to support his argument. In
Hlight of his perception of the
Jeal principle that accounts for the
band fall of the Jewish and
lim Ummah in the course, of
history he has formulated his
mmendations and towards the
jof the book presents the only
that is available for securing
plidation of Pakistan npamely
mic revolution”. He quetes the
prse of Surah Bani Israel which
pishes  that our God, our
iner will be merciful to us if we
jct ourselves conformably to
s will. Anyhow the fundamental
L as scen in the Qur’an is that
jms are not the chosen people
ghat they have been put on
‘ ion and if they carry out God’s
fate  they will be accepted,
ded and made to prevail over
detractors. But in case they turn
and withdraw their position
[od will also abandon them and
J proceed to accept some other

There is great deal of

persuasive force in the reasoning of
Dr. Israr Ahmad, but I shall limit my
observations on his thesis by
highlighting the most decisive factor
which, in my opinion, must be added
to the factors he has enumerated
before the Muslims can hope to reach
a condition where they may be able
to regain their past glory and make a
contribution to the general progress,
happiness, peace and prosperity of
mankind.

This factor has reference to serious
pursuit of what Islam calls beneficial
knowledge--knowledge which may
be akin to but ought not to be
confused with what in the modern
world is known as “science and
technology”. Modemn Science and
technology pursues power over
forces of Nature to render man’s
existence here  below  more
comfortable, less strenuous and a sort
of state of being which tends to give
the appearance that man is about to
transform the world in which he lives
into becoming some kind of paradise
where all good things are available to
him without much labour and effort,

I see western civilization as
having  repudiated the Divine
presence and power. Scientific
knowledge has begun enabling man
to tackle problems of disease, old-age
and even death. Some of the marvels
which it has performed like heart-
transplant and almost incredible feats
it has enabled man to perform like
putting a man on moon and bringing
him back to earth has convinced man
that, that day is not far when death,
disease and distances will have been
overcome. Thus with the fear of God
the fear of death and disease is also
being dislodged and man is being
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given the false sense of omnipotence.
Modem sciences of electronics, the
efficiency of computers and marvels
of space travel have fortified this
illusion of man’s omnipotence. He
now feels that he has the ability to
overcome all the negatives like old
age, terminal diseases and even
death. This is all apt to make man
feel as if he has become a law unto
himself. God’s law has already been
repudiated and now the factors which
are to be regarded as counterveiling
factors  against  the unending
continuity of life and its ubiquitous
reach are being brought into play.
This approach of the western man
has begun influencing the general
attiude of mankind all over the
world and precisely it is this which
makes all* the environmental
conditions of life to operate on the
soul of man in his favour by giving
him a false sense of security, Man
has become complacent. He does not
any more wish to acknowledge any
factor which has the tendency to
delimit his powers to do with himself.
what he likes, And when man
reaches that condition of ‘false
security his existence, in my opinion,
is akin to satanic force. He then
declares war against all that is divine
in man, in nature and in history. It is
this state of affairs which eventually
condemns man. It is  this
rebellousness of man which gives
rise to arrogance---firowniat,
Jabbariat and diabolical twist to his
psyche.

The Muslims have to beware of
falling in this concealed trap of
arrogance, pride and sense of total
selfsufficiency which modern science
and technology are apt to induce in
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