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-happening all alopg, unless one
argues that the most lethal
intelligence service in the world
has suddenly become completely
impotent.In’other words, regardless
of the public pronouncements of
the Bush administration and the
American  press, within the
American  establishment  the
analysis of the situation has
probably been something like this:
recognise that the Pakistani
establishment has intricate ties with
its Jihadi proteges and it continues
to pursue well-established foreign

(read strategic depth to the west"

and bleeding India to the east) and
domestic (read weakening secular
and potentially radical political
trends) policy objectives through
Jihad. Accordingly, the Americans
have pursued a mixed policy of
coaxing a break from the patronage
of Jihad (by doling out large
amounts of aid, mostly military)
and some old-fashioned amm-
twisting (in the form of the
occasional strike inside Pakistani
territory).Of course in recent times
patience has started to wear thin, at
least partially because public
opinion within the US has turned
sharply against Pakistan's generals,
particularly after the sacking of the
Chief Justice Iftikhar Muhammad
Chaudhry last March. Thus
presidential hopefuls like Barack
Obama have adopted hawkish
postures so as to play to the gallery,
while the Pentagon has ordered
more direct action. But still there is
no immediate sign that the
Americans have completely lost
faith in their Pakistani counterparts.
This necessarily raises the question:
what exactly is the whole 'war on
terror'? Discerning observers will
note that the Americans are
currently more concerned with'
attacks from Pakistani territory than
'extremists' in Afghanistan itself, In
general, the American strategy in
Afghanistan has not been to
eliminate militancy but only to,
regulate it to its self-perceived
benefit. Thus as has been pointed

out ad nauseam, the American-
backed Karzai administration
controls only a fraction of
Afghanistan's territory, whereas the
rest of the country is subject to old
colonial-style  ‘indirect  rule',
whereby many ‘extremists' are
being co-opted into vaguely
accepting the sovereignty of the
Kabul-based regime. In other
words, there is no such thing as
'terror', only ex-proteges that
cannot be tamed. And the 'Pakistani
Taliban' are currently top of the list
of ‘terrorists', because they are not
necessarily dancing to
Washington's tune.Meanwhile the
Pakistani military -- or at least
fragments of it -- are quite clearly
continuing to patronise Jihadi
groups, cracking down upon them
in  highly publicised 'military
operations’ only when the pressure
from  Washington reaches a
crescendo. But short of saying as
much, Rawalpindi (this is, of
course, the home of GHQ; the
political leadership in Islamabad is
virtually a non-actor) has made it
clear to Washington that its long-
standing ties with Jihadi groups
cannot be severed, or at least not
yet. Thus supporting a 'military
operation', such as that currently
underway in the Khyer Agency --
like the one that previously took
place in Swat and earlier ones in
other parts of the Pakhtun belt --
without actually understanding who
the antagonists are, indeed, if they
are actually antagonists, is quite
naive. If nothing else, it reflects an
ignorance of just how little power
has shifted away from the military
towards the newly €lected coalition
government.Then there is the
question of the Jihadis. Many
people rightfully point out that
even if 'Jihadi group' were created
by the establishment and
imperialism, many may now have
turned against their former masters.
This is true and this is why the state
of affairs on the ground is so
complex. Having said this, recently
released reports on individuals and
groups that have renounced Jihad
violence prove that in many cases,

Jihadis were being manipulate
forces external to them, evd
they themselves believed in
cause. In any case, suppo
'military operations' against Ji
led by the very forces that §
given rise to millenarian viok
and are far from committed td
elimination is simply an un
option in light of the
outlined above.Of
indiscriminate violence perpetr
by Jihadis is unacceptable
should one say, viole
perpetrated by Jihadis at the bel§
of shadowy forces associated v
the intelligence agencies), and
be condemned. Neither
progressives tolerate
obscurantist vision of social chan
that Jihad groups propagate, R
Jihadism and the machinations

the establishment cannot
separated. Besides _
overwhelming  evidence fiy

around the world is that 'surgig
strikes' inspired by the Empj
always produce 'collateral damag
rather than successfully Hi¥H
'military’ targets.It is not
coincidence that Jihadi violen
military opcrations— an
Washington's prodding  alwa
follow a predictable pattem. (J
course it is not a total conspirag

complex than the narrative positd
by those who insist on the necessi
of 'military operations'. Only when
the. Empire and the military's
stranglehold ovar the politics and

4 is undone,

can

isolating Jihadis 1s a far more
successful strategy than launching
sporadic military operations will
ever be. If we have learnt anything
from history, it is that imperialism
and its client colonial Pakistani
Army cannot be trusted, and the
spectre of millenarian violence will
only decrease when we reclaim
Pakistan and the region from the
American and Pakistani military
establishments.(The News)
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bhe situation in the tribal
un areas worsens, a clear
e has emerged within
essive circles as to the
spriate response to the conflict.
ghe heart of this divide are
yasting perspectives on  the
nt geo-political history of
stan and the wider region, and
it affects the present. Needless
Bay the impact of divergent
prical perspectives on political

tions is considerable, and
h of the two major
spectives wins out  will

ine which political position
pgressives should take on the
tter.In short on one side of the
ide are those who say that the
poest enemy of the Pakistani
ople and a progressive vision for
dstan is the American Empire,
hile on the other are those who
bgue that, even if imperialism is an
pti-people force and is intervening
B the region for its own self-
prving reasons, religious
pxtremists' are at least as big a
Jreat to 'civilised' society and in
: are the most immediate
prenace that Pakistan faces.As such
fherefore, the ‘military operation'
fhat is ongoing in the Khyber and
other  agencies is  completely
frejected by the first camp, because
it clearly represents Washington's
fagenda and is said to be targeting a
lrge  number  of  innocents.
“Conversely the latter group
supports the operation under the
,guise that it is high time that
Talibanisation’ be stopped. Indeed
those opposing the military
operations are called 'apologists’
and accused of not having the
stomach to stand up to the
Taliban.Of course I paint in broad
strokes quite  deliberately to
highlight the basic differences

o Nidm-e-Kih

between the two camps, but in
reality the situation is far more
complex. As big a player as the
American Empire and the militants
is the Pakistan Ammy, which
maintains a relationship with both.
And to get to the bottom of this
divide and establish the merits of
both perspectives, it is necessary to
recall how the relationship between
the Pakistani Army, imperialism
and Jihadi forces has evolved (I
have undertaken very similar
analyses in the past on these pages,
but the current renewal of interest
in the debate demands a revisiting
of these themes).It is now a well-
known fact that Washington and
ruling classes in the Muslim world
started  patronising ‘political
Islamists' from the late 1950s
onwards. The objective was simple:
the secular, radical anti-imperialist
political currents that prevailed in
many Muslim countries needed to
be undermined. Groups such as
Hamas and Muslim Brotherhood
were given covert support by Arab
governments and their imperial
patron, with many cadres often kept
in the dark about the source of
assistance.In Pakistan, as early as
the 1970 election, Islam-pasand
parties were given funds and other
institutional support by the military
establishment to defeat the secular
PPP and Awami League. Indeed
Jihadi groups were being explicitly
cultivated by the establishment
with the knowledge of the Empire
by the early 1970s, well before the
start of the Afghan Jihad. It was of
course after 1978 that this policy
took off, but it would be a mistake
to think that Jihad was
systematically promoted only to
sarve Pakistan's perceived foreign
policy needs. Indeed 'Islamisation’
under the Zia regime served the

Lahore

By Aasim Sajjad Akhtar

“Whence extremism?

explicit purpose of demobilising
what was then a very politicised
society.lIt is now also a well-known
fact that Washington proceeded to
abandon its Afghan War proteges
following the Soviet pullout in
1988 (a fact popularised by
Hollywood depictions -such as
Charlie Wilson's War). And this is -
where the story starts to get hazy.
In fact the mainstream press only
picks up the story again following
the September 11 attacks when
George W Bush is said to have
'encouraged’  Pakistan's military
rulers to stop patronising Jihadi
groups and  indeed assist
Washington in doing away with
them entirely.In fact successive
American administrations  after
1988 were not only well aware of
the ongoing patronage of religious
militancy  in  Pakistan  and
Afghanistan, but were actually part -
and parcel of the whole game.
Scholars have documented how the
US initially welcomed the Taliban
regime into power, only to tum
against it due to a combination of
bad -press and divergent interests.
So when the Americans started °
bombing targets in the Pak-Afghan
border region in 1998, they knew
quite well that they were attacking
elements hand-in-glove with the
Pakistani establishment.Now
almost seven years after the start of
the so-called ‘war on terror', the
American press and a segment of
Washingtoh's political
establishment are up in arms over
the Pakistani military’s dubious
performance in undoing the ‘terror’
nexus, some of the most outspoken
commentators even declaring that
the Americans are being taken for a
ride. But of course the military
establishment in Washington has
known exactly what has been
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