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allow itsetf to be tempted into
violence or retaliatton under any
circumstances. Otherwise, the
organization risks being eliminated
by the defenders of the existing order
on prelexts of “terrorism” or
“revolutionaries”.

The goal of this phase is to buy time
in order to broaden the active base
and build up strength gradually for
the ultimate show down. Thus the
phase of passive resistance actually
commences at the very beginning of
the first phase.

Resistance 1s meant against the
system. Even when it appears to be'
directed agamst certain people, the
cadres of the organization must be
clear that they are aiming at the
downfall, not of certain people, but
of the existing system itself.

Phase / Component 5: Active
Resistance

The phase of active resistance is
critical and depends on two criteria:
Ability of the organization’s
leadership to accurately judge the
right time for making a physical
move, and

The state of preparedness of the
organization to make use of the
opportunity that exists in actually
bringing about the revolution

Bad judgment at this stage by the
leadership cadre in taking decisions
spells doom for the organization,
whether in bemng too early or indeed
in waiting too long. Both situations
of misjudgment mean losing the
opportunity forever,

The success of this phase of the
struggle for the revolution depends
on the response of the masses and the
conversion of the organization’s
activities into the next phase require
a reading of how much the masses
are prepared to respond.

Phase / Component 6: Armed
Conflict

Once active resistance is launched,
defenders of the existing order move
against the revolutionary
organization in an instinct of self-
preservation. It is therefore crucial
that the organization has acquired the
necessary strength to resist this
onslaught, before making its move.
Implementation of its ideology
through revolution hinges purely on

this  defensive ahility, If the
organization is successful in doing
50, its ideology will be implemented,
if not, the organization will be wiped
off.
Igbal has portrayed this process quite
aptly, thus:

“Ba nashha ¢ darvaishi dar
saz o damadam —an

Choon pukhta shavi khud ra
bar saltanat e jam™
Translated,
“Keep the
retaliating
And when you are strong enough,
strike against the empire”
Revolutions cannot be brought about
through mere SErmons. A
revolutionary  struggle necessarily
calls for sacrifice, even of lives.
The six phases described thus far
relate to an internal revolution.
Phase / Component 7: Export of
Revolution
The test of whether a revolution is
true lies in the question of its
geographical expansion. A genuine
revolution  would not  remain
confined within national boundaries.
Its natural tendency would be toward
crossing and de-legitimizing national
borders.
The Revolutionary Ideclogyv of
Islam
The Islamic ideology is rooted in the
concept of ‘tawheed’, the oneness of
God. God 1s the creator and lord of
everything that exists in the heavens
and in the earth. God ts ommiscient,
omnipotent and omnipresent. These
attributes of God form the basis of
social justice in Islam.
In the political realm, sovereignty
belongs to God alone. Man is His
viceregent on earth. In the economic
realm, ownership of everything
belongs to God alone, while man is
the custodian of what God has
created. Similarly, in the social
realm, every human 1s created equal
at birth. There is no distinction
between people except by what they
have strived for by their own actions.
These precepts for the conduct of a
society were demonstrated perfectly
by the Prophet (saw) in his lifetime.

struggle on  without

The Precedence and the]
Consequences j
Muslims today are custedians of alf
the glorious traditions and heritage of
Islam. Unfortunately, they could nof
fulfill the responsibilities that lay of
their shoulders. Consequently, the
had to undergo sufferings af
turmoil that naturally follows God]
wrath. 3
Their salvation lies only in
system of social justice that
implemented through the mediung
a revolution by the Prophet (saw) ¢
his righteous  companions.
system  demonstrated
benefits for mankind. ;
The revolution brought about b
Prophet (saw) was the only g
human history that per

changed all paradigms of}
including the creed, the cul
religion and the system of}
Justice. [t was the most profou
encompassing. comprehensiy
disciplined revolution in the
of man. There was m
shedding, empire buildi
grandeur, which are considef
natural corollaries of a revol
Obligation of MusH
Struggle for Revolution §
To struggle for an Islamic §
and the subsequent maintel
society is not a matter of ¢
Muslims, as indicated by
Quran: ;
“If you will aid Allah, H®
you" (47:7) and F
“If Allah helps you,
overcome you” (3:160) 3
The supreme Islamic cf
ihad fi sabeel illah’ is th
for supremacy of deen e I
struggle 1s different from §§
national, strategic or politig
Whilst struggles  againg
occupations nowadays sef
uncertain, a  struggl

supremacy of Islam is o8
succeed in view of the prog
Quran. Revolutionaries né
ensurc that all their eff
phases of the rtevolf
embedded purely in 3§
Sunnabh. 3
{Courtesy: The States
Frontier Post)
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Huslims today ratse awareness of
identity, so is this question
p increasingly asked all over the
d: Whatr needs to be done to
g the world of islam out of its
rable, abvsmal  condition?
lless to say, many answers have
| fervently and  devoutly
ated. They include, but are not
gcted to, the need to develop
Jomically, technologically, to
education, to democratize the
fcal realm of society and to forge
amongst the Ummah.
nly stands to reason that if
Jims are looking for a solution to
plight, this solution must be
I upon Islamic ideology. If
ims were to try to adopt non-
hic methods in trying to solve
problems, it would obviously be
niradiction in terms and thus
fin a logical fallacy.
method adopted by western
ation in the conduct of their
pty including primarily its social,
fcal and economic dimensions,
been derived from their own
e philosophy, mind set and
tical experiences. It is hence
b t0 try and transplant those
ods into an Islamic society.
offers a  comprehensive
e based on which
prebensive individual and social
could be lived in all times.
use the deen of Islam generally
gnis very simple principles, few
amber for each aspect of life (eg
pomics,  Politics,  Education,
ily Life and so on), it becomes
to structure society on these
5 and provides leaders and
lectuals with the flexibility that
peeded in real life to conduct
in accordance with the
fiples of Islam.
damental approach in turning
pty over to be conducted on

Kic lines however 18
Putionary. Such an  approach
i be contrasted with an
Wtionary ~ approach  or  a

bcratic approach, for instance.
Bignificance of the revolutionary

Niidlae-[Tifllafat

democracy

approach lies in the sanctity of the
commandments of God. Because it is
compulsory for Muslims to adhere to
the Word of God, both in form and in
substance, striking a strategic or a
democratic approach that maintains a
contradiction with the Word of God
Is not an option, even for reasons
based on apparent logic or wisdom.
The following seven phases or
components in the process of
carrying out a revolution can be
identified:

Phase / Component 1: The
Ideology
This s the manifesto of the

revolution and the primary pre-
requisiie for its realization.

It is vital that the terminology used in
the exposition of this ideology is
contemporary and comprehensible to
the masses. Prospects of a revolution
will be severely undermined if the
terminology used is obscure, archaic
or excessively philosophical.
Ideclogy must primarily be directed
at the prevalent order, specifically in
terms of its political, economic and
social dimensions. In presenting a
specific redress of real and current
issues faced by people, a potentially
revolutionary ideology differs from
nicre sermonizing.

It is thus a combination of (a) the
ability of the ideology to address
relevant and contemporary issues, (b)
in terminology that is similarly
modern and understandable, and (c) a
methodology that emphasizes
overthrow of the existing system
instead of a  gradual  and
compromising evolution that
distinguish a revolutionary order.
Finally, there is the issue of
propagating ideology. Committed
flag bearers of the revolutionary
ideology, using all means at their

disposal, nwst carry this out
convincingly and impressively.
Phase / Component 2: An
Organization

Ideology needs a group of
exceedingly committed and
motivated individuals to bring about
its implementation, conduct and

-

Lahore

Dr. Israr Ahmad

We need Islamic Revolution, not

defense. The absence of people with
the necessary fervor, zeal, patience
and commitment will fatally derail
prospects of revolution.

The organization driving a revolution
must  necessarily  be  highly
disciplined. Mere fanaticism and
emotion cannot lend to successful
revolutions.  Only  through &
disciplined, well-judged and patient
approach will the organization - be
able to overcome the enormous
physical and material resources at the

behest of the ruling elite,
These people  comprising  the
organization , must be entirely

dedicated to its ideology and must
not possess affiliations to the existing
value and class system.

Phase / Component 3: Level of
Preparedness

A consistent and steady march
toward carrying out the revolution
defines the gradual built up of the
level of preparedness of the
organization. Such a growth should
neither be allowed to break down nor
to stutter without strategy.,

The level of preparedness is
determined by the organization's
discipline and its considered strategy
in driving toward its primary goal of
implementation of the ideology.

This being a factor of strategy, the
level of preparedness is entirely
dependent upon the extraneous
conditions  under  which  the
organization is operating. It may be
useful to lie low for extended period
of time. However, the leadership of
the organization must keep in
consideration the morale of its
members and supporters. In so doing
various activities should be designed
and carried out that provides the
impression to the cadre that the
direction of the organization is being

maintained toward its ultimate
objectives.
Phase / Component 4: Passive
Resistance
This phase demands forbearance,

restraint and persistence. It is vital at
this stage that the organization
maintains constancy and does not
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