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though the scenario has been
reportedly  discussed and
gamed at very high levels, despite
the sensitivity of current Pakistan-
US relations in the war agatnst

War-

terror.
It would take literally thousands
of troops and massive  airlift

capability for the USA 1o respond
to such a siuation, never mind
the time delay involved.

Then agam. Pakistan s not an
easy country to mvade, given its
stze and how the various sites are
dispersed around the country and
tucked 1nto hillsides, and
well

how
guarded the facilitics are
against a ground attack
airborne assault, or even attack by

or

bombers.

The country is also well covered
by an extensive radar network.
making it all
launch a surprise attack against
strateglc assets, except by a host
of terrain-hugging cruise missiles.
Other thinkers are of the view that
Pakistan 1s not such an unstable
and believe  that
military has a tight control over

but impossible to

country, its
its nuclear weapons. and consider
it highly unlikely that anything
could crack that control.

Given all these which
militate against a conventional
form of attack, the only viable
option left for the USA. should it
any
out”

factors

stage  contemplate ™aking
Pakistan’s nuclear
installations, would have to be in
the form of a massive missile
attack, against which there would
seem to be little active defence
measures at the moment.

Even thts would pose a problem
to the US due the

10 wide

dispersal of - Pakistan’s nuclear when it 1s over. or the USA

assets. its national interests so demad
we will be ditched at once yet
Above all, should it ever be fof
that we have been. or 2

It 15 therefore not surprising that

the President and other leaders

keep on rerterating that Pakistan’s
nuclear assets well

are colluding with Iran mn its ng

safeguarded. One thing is certain: - programmes: we may not §
Pakistan's latest honeymoon with what has hit us! }

the USA cannot last for ever, and {courtesy: weckend 4
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 Point

Jn goes about thumbing its
h full defiance of the USA
b1t continues to enrich
Im for its nuclear power
there are reports that the
IS cartying out contingency
jpg on how to deter the
s from
ling uranium to the level

eventually

ed for producing weapons-.

material which could end
ik nuclear bornb,
fSA views this scenario with
/discomfort since it would
ithe hegemony of Israel,
) already is said to possess
il nuclear bombs, and also
reat that it would pose to the
pkingdoms and Emirates in
Jiddle East..
he least of the USA’s fears s
Fof suitcase-sized nuclear
Jons nuclear devices ending
the hands of terrorists who
i then pose a serious and
it threat for a major Stateside
such as New York. Because
pan’s geography and large
the difficulty of its terrain,
 dispersal  and underground
ion of its nuclear facilities,
es a host of other factors, a
fentional  military  surgical
by the US military is hard
jontemplate.
In its troop commitments in
and elsewhere, the USA does
have the required forces that it
d take to launch such an
dition, nor is Iran, which

Nidla-c-Tinilafat

survived all alone against Iraq and
its Western and Arab supporters
for a decade-long war, a
pushover, nor is the ruling regime
a tottering one looking for
legitimacy and thus ready to roll
over and play dead.

It would be recalled what a fiasco
the relatively easier US hostage
rescue mission ended up as in
1979, and which cost the then
President, Jimmy Carter, dearly in
the next elections,

What is instead being talked
about ts the use of tactical-sized
nuclear bunker-buster bombs to
hit and destroy the dispersed
underground
though once embattted former
Donald
Rumsfeld refers to such rumours
as "Fantasyland”.

Recent indicate  that
Irantan nuclear installations are
very much on the American and
[sracli radar screens, and an air
assault maybe launched against
them if for no other reason than to
deflect Bush’s
woes In Iraq.

It would not be out of character if
this were to happen soon; one
only needs to think back and
recall how Clinton launched a
massive cruise missile assault on
hapless Afghanistan not too long
ago when he was facing possible
impeachment in Congress over
the Lewinsky affair, and violated

facilities, even

Defence Secretary

reports

attention from

Lahore

Brig Sher Khan, Retd

Bombing Nuclear Installations?

our air space with impunity. Les
majeste, onc could say.

This nothing new: many rulers
start an unwarranted war when
they facing  domestic
problems that spin out of control.
A yet more frightening scenario,
from the US perspective, even as

are

it tries in vain to rein in Iran’s
nu¢lear ambitions, is what would
happen if the ruling regime in
Pakistan were to be overthrown
by a radical and fundamentalist
group, and some or all the nuclear
facilities and assets falling into
the hands of such a group, from
where nuclear bombs could be
international
off or

transterred to
tertorists, or  bought
stolen by the latter.
This possibility seems to be
already worrying various thinkers
in the US, and would surely be
engaging  the of the
military and security
establishment. It is feared that
Pakistan may not have the
wherewithal to defend all such
installations and sites in the event
of a widespread civil strife, which
fear may be ill-founded, never
mind the commitment of large
numbers of troops along the
Afghan border and Baluchistan,
as also on UN peacekeeping
MiSsIONs overseas.

The US does not have the
capability at the moment to avert
such a situation by injecting its

minds

own troops quickly enough, even
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