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substantiaily increase the price of oil.
For the industrial countries, the oil
price spike of the early 1970s
brought profound dislocations and a

deep recession. The economic impact
in  Europe was correspondingly
severe,

A fundamental question which the
globalists must address is how to
keep the economy going in a world
that has gone ‘beyond petroleum’.
This question was answered by Tony
Blair. Information technology — the
new economy — provides the answer.
In the post petroleum world, we will
shop from home via the Internet.
Once digital TV becomes widespread
{by 2008), we can order everything
we need online. Even if we are to
cope with fuel shortages, limited
transport and disruptions to supply,
we can still order our consumer
goods and vital supplies via the web.
What a quick and efficient system,
and its all so much more
environmentally friendly! Everything
will be delivered to the doorstep by a
fleet of TNC owned delivery vehicles
run on compressed natural gas (well,
it’s good to know they're doing their
bit to save the environment!).

5. Sustainability

The Asian ‘recovery” and the current
burst of economic growth in China,
South America and Eastern Europe is
fuelled by oil. Demand is taxing the
present system beyond production

capacity. In February 2000, the
International Energy Agency
announced “industry oil stocks

worldwide were lower at the end of
last year (1999) than at any time in
the past decade. Yet demand is
constantly growing. The present gap
between demand and supply means
that no surplus oil is available to
build stocks and that they continue to
be drawn down to meet current
requirements. To restore stocks by
the end of 2000, even to the very low

levels of 1999, an early and
substantial increase in production
will be needed... the IEA will
reinforce its  work on energy
efficiency and energy
diversification.”

If we really are entering the post-
petroleum world, all of the rhetoric

about ‘sustainability’ begins to make
sense. We've all heard it: Sustainable

agriculture.  Sustainable  water.
Sustainable development.
Sustainable  energy.  Sustainable
transport. Sustatnable. Sustainable.
Sustainable. But  what  does

“sustainable’ actually mean? It means
subsistence. It means the bearable
minimurn, Sufferable, tolerable and
passable. Sustainable means to
survive, not thrive. Sustainability will
become the imperative of the post
petroleum world.

Considering the evidence presented
in this article so far, it is possible to
make the following conclusion:

We are confronted with the greatest
transformation of human affairs in all
history. The world will soon pump
oil at maximum capacity. Once this
happens, even minor disruptions will
send immense shocks reverberating
through the oil market, resulting in
sharp and sustained increases in the
prices of crude and refined products.
This will cause economic growth to
slow. Recession, even depression is
possible. These looming problems
became critically apparent in 1995,
and have now been exacerbated by
escalating tensions in the Middle
East.

The TNCs have banded together to
usher in a new era of ‘corporate

social responsibility’. This new
‘ethic’ will see TNCs becoming
concerned with human rights, the

environment, labour standards,
women and muinorities. Corporate
social responsibility means just that.
The  corporations  will take
responsibility  for  our  social
development. They will maintain that
their good deeds are propelled by
global environmentally sustainable
ethics.

By setting global ‘standards’ for
sustainable agriculture, they will be
able to dictate what food is grown,
where it is grown, how it is grown
and any other ‘treatments’ that are
deemed necessary.

The alliance between the TNCs and
the UN is a tactic that will ultimately

I

consolidate control of the
agenda. ;
The risk of chaos, disord
destruction faces the TNCsg
fail to adapt appropriately
But the people of the worl
dramatic consequences o
climate change before ther
see the need to change their w
they are willing 10 mak§
Transition® beyond petroleum}
The destroyers of our pland
usurped us. In the first decég_
new century, we may have
opportunity to throw off the s
of corporate control. AY
petroleum world would offei
opportunities for - independend
the globalist vision’
interdependence being foisteq
us. A post petroleum world]
provide scope for food3
sufficiency, not food security,]
the capitalist system offers.
petroleum world would provi
opportunity for people to lof
real and lasting alternatives -
capitalist system. ;
In the closing paragraph of
Seven Sisters, Anthony §
makes a dire prediction aboy
future of the oil economy: ]
The road toward any eq
control system will be a lorn
thorny one, and no solution d
acceptable to every nation.]
agreement over oil implies a fi
towards some form of i
government. But for this reasal
reward will be far greater thi
security of oil supplies; it will }
beginning of a new kind of §
responsibility between nations|
which has been such a comby
element in world conflicts in the
may yet prove a lubricant for!
peace. 3
From the evidence presented if
article, it would appear 3
Sampson’s prediction is coming
‘The  Transition’ 1o the }
petroleum world is occurring
will be used to usher in a new of
global governance and corpd
conirol.  (Courtesy: new ]
magazine. Comy} ]
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'w Point

are the people making these
fatic claims? How did they reach
 sensational conclusions? What
nce’exists to back up claims that
jrst decade of the 21st century is
-beginning of the end for
jocarbon man? This article will
pt to provide answers to these
jtions.
k up, who are the people making
dramatic claims? They are a
il but vocal group of international
pleum geologists who have built
b mathematical models to predict
oil preduction and the ensuing
ine of oil. They argue that it is
b when the oil runs out, that 1s
ortant, but when peak production
eached. Peak production signals
fhalf way mark, and the need to
i the  transition  beyond
oleum. The principal proponents
the theory are Dr. Colin CJ
npbell, author of The Golden
ptury of Oil and the Coming Oil
sis, and Dr. Jean Laherrere, whose
has appeared in Thighly,
pected oil industry journals.
pbell and Laherrere are both
roleum geologists with more than
f years experience. They currently
gk for the Geneva based
roconsultants™, reputedly  the
brld’s leading independent provider
jdata and analysis for petroleum
ploration and production. In their
05 report “World Oil Supply 1930
20507, Campbell and Laherrere
nclude that the planet’s oil supplies
Il be exhausted much sogner than
Bviously thought. [n making their
fecast, Campbell and Laherrere
ed a formula devised in the fifties
F geologist M. King Hubbert and
ed  with  extreme  accuracy
foughout the oil industry to predict
ik yvield in individual fields.
b who is listening to the likes of
ampbell and Laherrere? Obviously
£ oil companies and the automobile

o Nidm-e-I

finpanics. The G8 group of leading

. W J

Lahore

{t

industrial nations is also listening.
Fears that the world is rapidly
approaching oil production peak
galvanised the GB8 into action in
March 1998 at a meeting in Moscow,
where energy ministers officially
adopted the views of Campbell and
Laherrere.

The powerful International Energy
Agency has also adopted the views of
Campbell and Laherrere regarding
the impending ‘production peak’™ of
oil. The IEA was established in 1974
with the aim of bringing OPEC 1o its
knees.

The big picture here appears to be
what the globalists are calling “the
transition”, or “The transition to
Interdependence™.

For many readers, the discussion so
far will have provoked immediate
cries of ‘wolf". We all remember the
oil crisis of the 1970°s. The oil didn’t
run out and it’s not going to! But let
us now take a look at some signposts
that could indicate the end of
hydrocarbon man.

1. The mad scramble for new energy
sources

The world’s economy, so far, has
been driven by an abundant supply of
cheap oil. A coming oil crisis would
cause economic and  political
discontinuity of historic proportions.
If the world really has reached the
peak of o1l production, then the
transnational corporations (TNCs)
need to position themselves as the
providers of new energy sources.
Otherwise they would lose control of
the global economy.

2. Transport

The modern world — the global
economy — could not exist without
the low cost movement of people and
commodities. Oil powered transport
dominates the economic
infrastructure that links and sustains
the ‘new economy.’” Bill Ford’s
announcement that Ford motor
company would work to replace the

By SUSAN BRYC

. lobal Manipulators Move Beyond Petroleum I1

internal combustion engine with
hydrogen fuel cells *soon’ follows
the unveiling in March 2000 of three
new- fuel-efficient cars, made by
leading automakers Ford, General
Motors and DaimlerChrysler.

3. The agwo-chemical companies
Modemn agriculture is the use of land
to convert petroleumn into food.
World agriculture is now highly
dependent on oil and natural gas for
fertilisers and pesticides. Billions of
people now depend on food
production that requires substantial
mputs of petroleum fuels to power
farm machinery, for fertilisers,
herbicides and transport. Without
these inputs, agricultural productivity
would markedly decline.

If we consider that we are entering
the post petroleum world, it makes
sense for the agro-chemical giants to
get out of chemicals and into the life
sciences — genetic engineering. Now
we begin to understand the concern
with ‘food security’.16 This 1s why
the world’s top transnational food
corporations have suddenly become
concerned with ‘sustainability.”
4. E-commerce and the
Economy

The fundamental driver of the 20th
century's €CONOMIC prosperity was
an abundant supply of cheap oil. If
world o0il demand increases
significantly from the current 68
million barrels per day to near 94
million barreis per day in 2010 (as
projected by the IEA), OPEC would
be expected to increase production
from the present 27 million barrels
per day to as much as 48 million
barrels per day. Then, in 2010, OPEC
would be providing over half of the
world’s oil and could largely control
world oil pricess OPEC has no
current plans to increase oil
production beyond current levels
after 2000. To do so would require
enormous capital investment in
infrastructure and would
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