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are a major political bulwark for an
otherwise illegitimate and
unpopular regime.

Crucially, the US has also helped
undermine the political process to
such an extent -- as it has done in
other client states, such as
Indonesia -- that the small but
growing social elite that benefits
from the prevailing order is able to
continually insulate itself from
challenges. So while events since
March 9, 2007, have seriously
exposed the cracks within the
ruling oligarchy, it has not
crumbled because there is no
serious contender to take its place.
It is important to remember that the
myth of " American
exceptionalism" has been as
enduring as it has within the US,
because of the unmatched lifestyles
of Americans in comparison with
the rest of the world. The level of
conspicuous  consumption is
destructive and callous -- for
example, carbon dioxide emission
levels of the state of Texas are
equal to those of the entire African
continent -- but these are not
matters with which the ordinary
American is concerned and
Washington is surely keen to keep
it that way.

The point is that the persistence of
a clearly unjust and exploitative
world order is based in large part
upon the lure of material
advancement for a critical mass of
people that then become willing
adherents to the precepts of the
system. The majority who fall
through the cracks are in most
cases also likely to buy into the
rules of the game if only because
. they are deprived of political
alternatives that offer them genuine
change.

Given this state of affairs it
becomes imperative to frame
critiques of the existing world
order, not only by invoking
material deprivation but by probing

its moral basis. In any case, equality, it is crucial to
inequality is almost always a beyond the exclusively matery
relative
reaching a particular level of otherwise, the
material advancement does not legitimation of biatant tyranny
necessitate  the elimination of over the world will continue
injustice and social privilege.
If the warped American model of become
'freedom and democracy' is to be consolidation of a global cul
transcended by an order guided by consumption

principles of dignity and social

concept and simply logic that characterises capital

almost  ab

the anti-imperialist struggle-
paralysed by -

(The News)

A holy man was having a conversation with the Lord one ddl
and said, ’
‘Lord, | would like to know what Heaven and Hell are like.’
The Lord led the holy man to two doors. .
He opened one of the doors and the holy man looked in. ',
the miadle of the room was a large round table. In the mid
of the table was a large pot of stew, which smelled delicio “
and made the holy man’s mouth water. ;
The people sitting around the table were thin and sickly.
appeared to be famished. They were holding spoons with v
long handles that were strapped to their arms and each fo

it possible to reach into the pot of stew and take a spool
But because the handie was longer than their arms,
could not get the spoons back into their mouths. _
The holy man shuddered at the sight of their misery 3
suffering. ]
The Lord said, ‘You have seen Hell’ :
They went to the next room and opened the door. It§
exactly the same as the first one. There was the large
table with the large pot of stew which made the holy '
mouth water. The people were equipped with the
long-handled spoons, but here the people were :
nourished and plump, laughing and talking. |
The holy man said, ‘I don’t understand.’

It is simple,” said the Lord. ‘It requires but one skill. You
they have learned to feed each other, while the greedy'

only of themselves.’

(9]
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o the steady stream of shocks
flave come our way in recent
hs, it is not surprising that
is a relative lack of attention
n our political and intellectual
s to pressing developments in
est of the world. In recent
much has happened in
jent regions that should impel
t 0  recognise that  the
inations of American
ialism actually mean that the
ing situation in Pakistan is not
parate from events in other
of the world as one might

ng the more prominent events,
death of Indonesia's long-
ing dictator Suharto has been
ped as news only by the
ng strangulation of the Gaza
by Israel in typically self-
jous  fashion. In the post-
d world war period, both
0's Indonesia and Israel have
major clients of the United
‘as of course Pakistan has
for a large part of its
uice.  Suharto presided over
Ingle biggest wave of killing
torture  against  internal
ENts in any country in the
period, while Israel is
hg less than an organised
eid state.

merican dissidents like Noam
sky  have  exhaustively
ented, the US has been by
e world's biggest patron of
sed terror over the last 60 or
rs. The record of every other
or non-state entity) pales in
rison. All of America's
ork has, of course, been
rted under the guise of
pm and democracy’, building

e R R R RRRREEEEE———m—————

Nildla-e-Tinfllalal

on what Howard Zinn has called
the "myth of  American
exceptionalism”, a self-perception
of the US as a unique post-colonial
'free’ nation that is charged with the
responsibility of leading the way
for others in their quest for
freedom,

This quite perverse anti-colonial
imperialism took shape as early as
1823 with the Monroe Doctrine,
through which the US essentiaily
issued a waming to European
powers to steer clear of Latin
America as the latter fell within
Washington's sphere of influence.
Epic invocations were employed
from an early stage: the first of
these was the idea of 'manifest
destmy, suggesting that the US
was, in a manner of speaking,
divinely ordained to fulfil its
"liberating’ mission.

Washington's iron grip over the
western hemisphere was slowly but
surely extended, particularly after
the end of the second world war, to
the European colonies of Asia and
Africa that were, one by one,
waging often heroic independence
struggles. The ideology of anti-
colonial imperialism required the
institution of one after the other
dictatorial regime in strategically
located countries such as Pakistan,
Iran and Indonesia. Israel of course
became the lynchpin of America's
strategic plan to capture the oil of
the Arab Middle East.

Ostensibly the threat to the free
world posed by Soviet and Chinese
communisms  demanded  that
America fulfil its historic mission,
just as the danger of terrorism (or
Islamic civilisation if you will)
explains the need for America to

Lahore

By Aasim Sajjad Akhtar

he (ifn)moréility of capitalist imperialism

engage in pre-emptive war today.
However as even this brief
overview has illustrated, the state
ideology of the US was, from the
beginning, expansionist  and
pretensions to 'greatness’ very clear.
Today Suharto is mourned by many
who remain committed to the ideals
of capitalist imperialism as the
great modemniser of the world's
biggest Muslim country, while
Israel's barbarous and systematic
policy of ethnic cleansing of the
Palestinians is explained away as
the former's reasonable claim to
establishing ‘peace’. The imperial
world order in which all of this is
not only possible but is given the
cover of .legitimacy by the
‘international community’ is thus
the perfect setting for continued
military hegemony in Pakistan.

While on the one hand this speaks
to the overwhelming force that can
be and regularly is employed by the
US and its clients in Pakistan, it
also is a function of the deepening
of capitalism that has provided a
non-negligible segment of the
population unprecedented
opportunities - for upward social
mobility. The highly parasitic form
of capitalism on show in Pakistan
may be visiting deprivation on the
majority of  Pakistanis, but
ultimately the history of global
capitalism has been a history of
cooption as much as anything else
and the substantial part of the
population that has benefitted from
financial speculation, the real estate
boom and telecommunications
expansion -- or the other pillars of
the Musharraf economic regime --
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