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peasantry, lords and barons gave
birth o the English Common Law,
between merchants, feudals  and
monarchs gave birth to philosophies
of Capitahsm, Liberty and Freedom.
The secular democracy essentially
separated  Church and State, or
religion  and  povernment, and
reduced the religion only as means to
worship God and a personal aftair of

an individual.  This concept is
altogether  contradictory  to  the
infrastructure of Islam  and its

foundation belief that it is not an
individual™s  affair but a  whole
system of conduct of life no matter
political.

So. any attempt of  full
implementation of western belief of
secular democracy in the Mushm
world is bound to face unrest,
dissatislaction, dissent. and agitation
from the people who revere Islam.
Any form of aggressive imposition,

including  miltary  means, to
implement  western  beliefs in a

Muslim society is like calling for a
serious backlash. The western theory
of secular democracy in practice is
itself” a manifestation of a “liberal
fuscisim™  with  controlled  and
manipulated public opinion, tightly
controlied and provocative media
focused on propaganda, creation and
usuage ol fear to drive policies, and
run by iilitary-industrial complexes
for imperial capitalist designs and s

a mere  “electocracy™ and  no
democracy.

On the other hand, there is the so-
called revolution labeled as  the

militant Islam as a single entity ready
to take over the world. Whereas in
reality the militant “Islam™ is formed
of exclusive and indigenous groups
stgnificantly  different in  beliefs,
vision and scope. They are scattered,

divided and  without  single
undisputed  leadership.  They are
neither SYnonymous nor

interchangeable and have entirely
different agendas and aspirations for
exaniple there can be no Hamas
bevond  Palestine, or Hezbollah
beyond lLebanon. If there is any
commonality  between all  these
groups  then 1t is the continued
oppression and tyranny they have
faced trom the weslern powers since
decades, a common enemy and its

-~ 3

quest for imposition of western
secularism and *“Lebensraum” for
Israel.

These two differemt worlds, or

entirely different civilizations, stand
facing each other as the historical
genoctdes unfold at the brink of a
clash that will be as devastating as
inevitable. The continued oppression,
unilateral brute use of force and no
opportunity for Mushms to be
listened and respected and the on-
going War on Terror are growingly
irreversible and a powerful backlash
is lurking in the bottoms.

Pakistan today is facing a serious
existential question. The 60 years
history of oppression. tyranny and
continued indirect colonialism has
given birth to sub-nationalism and
divisive society. injustice. bigotry,
corruption and absolute brutal usage
of power. It blockaded all ways to
peaceful evolution and change in
socicty. The country is a part of a
war that 1s growingly been seen as a
“religious and illegitimate war". The
road to any sort of evelution or
revolution has been blocked, and all
energies of the protectors of the
country are invested to save the seat
of power in Islamabad as the country
and society crumble and falls apart
while covert operatives of anti-
Pakistan global players find an open
to field to ignite further disarray.
[slamabad has used brutal and lethal
force against both the religious and
secular elements of change. The
chaos and anarchy grows resulting in
gross confusion, uncertainty and
desperation while the citizens remain
insensitive, unaware and unwilling to
participate in  bringing about a
change.

None of the signs are visible for any
positive and peaceful end to this
chaos.

Muhammad Ali Jinnah was certainly
not wrong in promoting and “using”
Islam as his political manipulation as
he is allegedly believed to be. He
understood the contradictory
concepts of secular democracy and
that of Islam, and so he promoted the
idea of “Islam as a guideline to the
future framework of Pakistan™ and
insisted on his principles of Justice,

Fatr play, and Impartiality. Hé
that based on justice, fair plal
impartiality, only Islam will
in this country — minus them
would become the law of the

as we witness today. :
All these problems that we are
are solvable if concentrated ded
efforts are put to work to bring]
the evolutionary process basg
justice, fair play and impartiali§
the chaos to end. There are ¢
important steps to be taken; eit§
or most of them should be ¢
done if we wish to stand a
against all these odds, these ing
Re-think on our alignment to
on terror :
Presidential thought of calllng
day and resign i
Exclusion of PCO-strain .._
Constitution 3
Restoration of Judiciary on th
November state -
Open, undisputed, and cnf
investigations to all the
explosions most importantly B
Bhuttos assassination A
Unconditional withdrawal of
from the tribal area. granting
the autonomous status agreed o
the time of partition and autl
by Muhammad Ali Jinnah hj
and starting meaningful negd
and peace dialogues with theny
And lastly, an open, fred

transparent, and credible EJ
and a smooth transfer of po
Otherwise the country stand:
verge of a dark future, the chij
grow, widen the gulf of§
violence will deepen and waif
revolutionary forces to retal§
take charge of the task3
protection of the wed ]
oppressed, and this may no

romantic, 4
These are two answers, ché
possible  outcomes  of
situation to choose from¥
melodramatic existential thi
face today; either to let the

take place or let the revolutig
Our future is dependent §
choices we make and oun
protect it. E
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Erise and exercise of political
T against a perceived, or real,
unctioning of any sort in the
m has two historically empirical
ods:  evolution or revolution.

jother mean  of changing any
fm politically except one.
ption of a political system is a
L process, needs time and
Brations. and it is a dedicated
f of perhaps generations of the
fisers of political powers, It may
By not be visibly fruitful in the
Fterm. and the aspirations of
L may not truly materialize in
articular period but guarantees
L prosperity and development.
contrary, a revolution is 3
KT process, may be impulsive or
fden outbreak, resulting as a
ish fiom either short or long
anny. It only emerges when
bads to popular dissent: a
ful change or an evolutionary
s guaranteeing the rights of the
has been "blockaded. No
if' it originated from secular or
s principles, it denotes the
form of dissent and
pns: when people are forced to
ly rctaliate for their rights.
ing that originates violently
any exireme sentiment often
| some ills with it. It is, again,
ime. or evolution for that
- required for that some ills to
out and for the system to
e near to zero defects.
€7 it is a revolution or an
bon,  there  are  certain
eristics of  the people that
about their rescue from the
-that  existed. The people
to be politically aware and
participatory. have sense of
and above all have the ability
il for justice. None of the two
§ of change are ever brought
as Aristotle had put it, by
lowards or selfish-materialists

15 e precedent in history of

There are a number of revolutions
through out history that were either
religious  or  secular in nature,
emerged from extreme sentiments,
violent in their modus operandi. but
cased out to presumably a near zero
defect state. For example, American
Independence, and French
Revolution are perfect examples of
secular revolutions who qualify all
the identified attributes. Likewise,
the spread of Christianity  before
Constantine the Great converted, the
rise of Protestantism in Europe, the
Khomeinian Revolution of [ran or
even the Taliban are some popular
forms of religious revolutions that

emerged  against g prevailing
prejudice, hatred, and oppression
against  the  social, economic,

political, and religious sentiments of
a society. And none of them was free
from thetr defects when they
emerged. those who found time at
their disposal like the American
Revolution, evolved through
concentrated and dedicated efforts of
generations to achieve what they
perceived as an ideal systent. Those
who did not, were continually
perceived as violent and intimidating
such as the Taliban,

There is only one revolution in
history, religious in nature. that was
free from ills and was forgiving,
merciful and accommodative of jts
opponents 1e. the revolution of
Muhammad (SAW). But this is no
time for prophets these days. and
only prophets were innocent. No
other human can claim to be perfect,
innocent or being a zero defect and
50 is the system.

Islam’s evolution, its history, and its
rise critically examined along with
the study of its doctrines peints 1o
one single fact; that it was meant 1o
be 2 code of conduct for al] aspects
of life and not just a new way to
worship God. A code for all walks of
saciety; being the religion of nature it
was the natural way of life ie, o

~ Lahore |

" - By BILAL KHAN

."'Revolution or Evolution: Choices amid
the Existential Denial of the Nation

worship, personal behaviors. social
and economic atfairs, and politics. It
Was meant o be a system and except
for prayers nothing 1in Islam is a
“personal atfair” of anyone. Hence,
in Islam. religion and  state are
directly proportional and relative o
cach other. Islam secures and
guarantees rights of people. w seck
and demand justice. to confront the
ruler 1f found doing anything against
Islam’s principles, and it Promoies
accountability of the ruler and the
tuled alike. Such a system needed an
undivided and share set of integrated
beliefs, unity of thought and actions,
discipline, courage, impartiality and
the ability to stand for Justice. And
Islam achieved these atiributes from
a single type of education: the Holy
Quran and the life of the Prophet
(SAW). That is precisely why the
levels of courage, liberty. freedom
and justice found in the early days of
Islam are unprecedcnied in humanity.
That was the success of Muhammad
(SAW) that establishes him as the
stngle most influential man in the
history of mankind. The rise of Islam
IS an event unprecedented in history,
the only event that is an evolution
and revolution at the same time.

The system based upon  western

concepts of secular democracy is
based upon the evolution of
European socicty  and entirely

separate from any aspiration of the
people of the east especially  the
Muslim  world. The ideology 1
hardly  remotely related to  the
concept of democracy in the ancient
Greek city states or the Roman
Empire. Its origins traces back to the
medieval ages of Europe and the
mternal tussle between the elements
of the European society. The tussle
between feudals and nionarchs gave
birth 1o parliamentary  form  of

politics, between the monarchy and
church and the rise of Protestantism
gave birth to the theory of separation
of Church and State, between the
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