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Pakistanis believe that military
should have nc role in politics and
85.2 percent want Gen. Pervez
Musharraf to quit the office of the
President, reveal finding- of
survey. (Dawn August 14,07)
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British Indian Army hatled from
Punjab and the NWFP, under the
guise of a quasi-biological theory
of racial affinity that designated

60-year history. However it has
been an unpopular policy for the
most part, with only the Afghan
War in the 1980s perceived as a

these regions to be the home of just one by the country's people.

'martial castes'. The internal order
function, the ethnically-skewed
composttion of the army and the
practice of rewarding army men for
serving the political objectives of
the state have remained major
characteristics of the Pakistan
Army in the post-independence
period. It is horrifying that the
army has fought almost full-fledged
wars against dissenting ethno-
national movements, including that
of the Bengahs in 1970-7t, the
Balochs in the 1970s and at
present, the Sindhis in 1983, and
the Pakhtuns on various occasions
in the last 60 years. More generally,
the army has directly undermined
political parties by intimidating,
harassing, arresting, torturing and
even Killing dissidents, primarily
those associated with left-of-centre
ideologies. The reason why these
practices did not necessarily invoke
outrage in Punjab until very
recently -- arguably the reason why
the army no longer enjoys a pristine
image in the areas in which it
traditionally did has more to do
with its interference in the country's
economic affairs rather than its
repressive role -- has to do with the
fact that the loyalty of Punjabis
continued to be 'bought' in much
the same way as the British had
done. It should not be forgotten that
the British decision to make Punjab
the bastion of its rule had to do
with the fact that the province stood
with the empire during the War of
Independence in 1857. Thus there
is a long history of mutually-
reinforcing  interests,  though
contradictions of an mcreasingty
Serious nature are now emerging.
The Pakistan Army has also served
the purposes of western
imperialism for a large part of its

This reflects not only on Pakistan's
continued geo-strategic importance,
but also on the sensibilities of the
army officers who have always
remained close to the West in terms
of  personal lifestyles  and
ideological inclinations. This has
arguably changed in the last 25
Years or so, but clearly internal
ideological divisions in the army
have still not compromised the
imperative of unity vis a vis its
relations with external powers. It is
then simply a matter of stating fact
that the Pakistan Army remains a
colonial one. Perhaps the most
damning characteristic of colonial
armues is their arrogance, and their

unshakeable belief in their moral
and physical superionty. For 60
years, through a variety of means,
the Pakistan Army has managed to
put off the inevitable surge of anti-
army sentiment that now has finally
come to the fore. One fears,
however, that even after the intense
public scrutiny to which it has been
subject, the army -- and particularly
its high command remains
imbued with the elitist ethos that it
has inherited from its colonial past.
Thus, it is likely to fight against its
own people for control over this
state called Pakistan until the bitter
end. One can only hope that the
generals consider what history has
proven time and again -- there can
be oniy one winner in the battle
between the coloniser and the
colonised.

{Courtesy: The News)
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A colonial army

The barrage of public criticism
directed at the army for its over-
arching role is a qualitatively new
phenomenon By Aasim  Sajjad
Akhtar At a time when the Pakistan
Army faces the most acute
criticism in its history, it s
imperative to study the historical
genesis of this state institution, in
particular  the  (dis)continuities
between the British Indian Army
and its Pakistani successor. This is
an important exercise because the
nature and practice of national
armies cannot and should not be
taken for granted, in the sense that
the armies inherited by post-
colonial Asian and African states
were only occastonally armies of
national liberation that had fought
on behalf of the anti-colonial
movernent  for  the cause of
freedom. In comparison, in many
Latin American states that gained
independence from the Spanish and
Portuguese rule in the early part of
the twentieth century, armies of
national liberation were constituted
by imdependence movements that
later became national arnues in the
new states. This was also true in the
case of the Red Armies of China
and Russia that spearheaded those
countries' respective Communist
revolutions. Similarly the largely
guerilla armies of Algeria, Cuba
and Vietnam secured
unprecedented victories in their
freedom / revolutionary struggles
against regular, organised armies
that on the face of 1t were far
superior to them in terms of size,
weaponry and other infrastructure.
Aptly, many of these armies of
national liberation / revolution were
called the 'People’s Army'. This
reflected the immense importance

of 1mplicit or explicit public
support  for these armies
particularly in the case of guerillas
-- without which it is unlikely that
the physical battles of the freedom
movements could have been won.
People's  armies  were  also
conceived of as playing a major
role -in building the new society,
not just through their physical
exploits but also as members of a
collective that shared values and a
commitment to meeting the
people's needs. Tt can be argued
that many people's armies have
since evolved in a very different
direction, complicity undermining
the people's will. But there are still
examples of modern-day armies
that remain comnutted tc  the
principles of national liberation and
the people who comprise their
nation. Among others, one of the
most prominent examples of such
an army at the present-time is that
of Venezuela, which has been a
crucial component of ex-army
officer President Hugo Chavez'
Bolivarian Revolution. For a large
number of Pakistanis, the idea of a
people's army is increasingly
difficult to reconcile with the very
clear  and consistent self-
aggrandisement that has
characterised the army's conduct in
the economic and political spheres
of Pakistan's social life for about
three decades. The discontent has
increased slowly but surely, and
has reached a feverish pitch in the
last six months, particularly during
the lawyers’ movement for the
restoration of Chief Justice Iftikhar
Muhammad = Chaudhry. It is
important  to  bear i  mind,
however, that the barrage of public
criticism (rightly) directed at the

army for its over-arching role i1s a
qualitatively new phenomenon. For
most part of Pakistan's history, the
army was projected as, and
considered by many to be, a
people’s army. At the very least,
this is what was assumed. In
practice, however, the army was
considered as a people's army by
only a certain segment of the
population. For the  under-
represented ethno-national groups,
the army was anything but a
people's army -- in fact, it was very
much perceived to be a colonial
army that considered its primary
objective to be the subjugation of
the very people it purported to
protect. This was a legacy inherited
from the British Indian Army,
which  performed two  basic
functions for the colomalists. On
the one hand, it protected as well as
extended the empire's external
frontiers ranging from as far west
as the Indian subcontinent to
Australia and New Zealand in the
Pacific. Indian soldiers travelled all
over the world in the name of the
Bnitish Empire, killing and being
killed 1n tens of thousands along
the way. However, arguably the
more important function of the
colonial army was to ensure order
within India. In other words, the
army was the bastion of colonial
rule -- it was charged with the
responsibility of guarding the state
as well as insulating it from the
challenges posed by rebellious
elements. In exchange for the
services rendered by Indian officers
and soldiers to the British empire,
land was allotted generously to
them, particularly in the newly
irrigated parts of Punjab and Sindh.
Much of the rank-and-file of the




