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the basic principles of democracy that
'sovereignty belongs to the people’ is
incompatible with the [slamic spirit, as it
challenges the basic Islamic principle of
Divine Sovereignty’ which necessitates
the supremacy of the Quran and Surnah.
Other  than the  above-mentioned
conditions, din wa dawlak {Islam is
religion and State) assumes that
government and religious administration
are separate, to be brought into harmony
in the spirit of Istam, but different
functions nevertheless. Theocracy in the
narrow sense is clearly un-Islamic
because [stam knows no clergy.

The second term coined by Maulana
Abul Ala Maudoodi to describe the
political theory of Istam was that of
popular vicegerency. He coined this term
to delineate the fact that [stam rejects the
idea of popular sovereignty. Although
this is a satisfactory term, Dr. Israr
suggests an improvement to prevent any
misunderstanding. In the Islamic political
system, the Khilafah or vicegerency
actually belongs to the Muslims rather
than to all the citizens of a given nation-
state irrespective of their beliefs. Instead
of popular vicegerency, therefore, Dr.
lsrar uses the term collective vicegerency
of the Muslims.
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Vewport
NATURE OF ISLAMIC STATE

in the Eye of

Allama Iqbal, Maulana Moudoodi & Dr. Israr

By Abidullah Jan

(from his Book: The Ultimate Tragedy)

The  first  individual to  have
systematically applied his intellecrual
genius in the matter of Hukumat-e-
llahivah  (Divine Sovercignty) was
Allama Muhammad Iqbal. In his 6th
lecture on "Reconstruction of religious
thought in Islam', entitled "The Principle
of Movement in the Structure of Istam,”
Allama Igbal stated that an Islamic model
of governance is éstablished on the
principles of freedom and equality in the
following words:
The republican form of government is not
only thoroughly consistent with the spirit
of Islam, but has also become a necessity
1n view of the new forces that are set free
in the world of islam."(p. 125)
Allama Igbal had delivered his famous
lectures in 1928, Eleven years later,  in
1939, Maulana  Sayyid Abul Ala
Maudoodi gave a lecture in Lahore,
which was later published under the title
Islam  ka Nazaria-e-Siyasi (Political
Theory of Islam), whereby he described
two key terms in connection with Islamic
political doctrine. The first is theo-
democracy and the other is popular
vicegerency. .
There is a misconception about Maulana
Maudoodi's true position  about
democracy. Maulana Maudoodi initially
criticized Western democracy because of
its secularism and popular sovereignty (in
the sense that Parliament can make any
law even if it violates the Law of Allah).
However, his later writings and political
conduct proved that he believed in
democracy (rule of the people) subject 10
the Law of Allah (Sovereignty of Allah).
By coining the term theo-democracy,
Maulana Maudoodi has emphasized the
point that the Islamic political system is
neither a pure theocracy nor a full-
fledged Western style democracy, but
that it has elements of both. It must 20
without saying that the word " theo” is

used in the sense of Islamic principles not
any class. It is not a theocracy of the kind
that once existed in Europe where the
suzerainty of God was translated into an
arbitrary rule of a priestly class but is
instead invested in a single head whose
rule operates strictly within the Divine
injunctions of revelation that is the
Qur'an and the Sunnah.

Dr. Israr Ahmad describes the concept of
a theo-democracy by borrowing a
similitude from a Hadith of the Prophet
Muhammad (pbuh). According to a
Hadith reported by Abu Saeed Al-
KhudriR.a) and narrated by Imam
Ahmad, Prophet Muhammad {pbuh)
compared a believer with a horse that is
bound to a peg with a rope.

In Dr. Israr Ahmad's view: "If we extend
this similitude a little further, we can see
that this can serve as an excellent way of
describing the combination of freedom
and restriction that is characteristic of a
believer's life. Suppose you have a horse
that you do not want to lose, then you
must use a rope to restrain it; at the same
time, you want the horse to run around a
bit so that its muscles may not becorne
weak due to lack of exercise. To prevent
the horse from running away, you would
secure it to a peg; but to make sure that it
exercises, you would use a rather long
rope. If the rope is 100 meters long, for
instance, the horse will be free within this
circle of 100 meters radius. The horse can
do whatever it wants within that circle,
but it cannot go beyond the circle.
Applying this simititude to the behavior
that is required of us, we can see that
although Muslims are free within the
limits of the Shariah, they can- not
transgress those limits, as these constitute
limits of Allah (hudud Allah ), the limits
set by the Creator Lord. The clear
injunctions of the Quran and Sumnakh
constitute the hududulallah (limits set by

Jreedom

Allah) that can neither be amended nor
abregated. No one has the authority to
change these limits, not even the entire
body of a legislative assembly!”

By delegating sovereignty o Allah,
human beings restrict themselves within
the limits of the Skarizh. It doecs not
mcan that an Islamic entity would be a
kind of theocracy where a special or
privileged class of priests or any other
particular ecclesiastic class or group
would run the show. There are no infal-
lible religious Divines in Islam. Instead,
it refers to the fact that, just like an
individual Muslim, the Islamic
government must remain  within  the
limits of the Sharialh and must not
transgress the limits set by the Qur'an and
Sunnah.

According to Dr. Israr Ahmad, the inside
of the circle in the similitude is of
that
permissible, and legitimate {mubak ).
The neo-moderates of Islam and others
are taking the concept of shurg in Islam
for granted, but in reality this concept
amounts to what is called in the Qur'an
amruhum-or "their affairs” which need to

represents the lawful,

be dealt with mutual consultation.

‘Mutual consultation, is uscd only for
those affairs in which the choice is
between two or more lawful alternatives-
mubah. In such a situation, the issue is
resolved through discussion, deliberation,
mutual consultation, vating or any such
methed. Dr. Israr Ahmad believes that
under the Islam'ic s.au.0q, all the higher
values of democracy can be incorporated
within the circle of the lawful or mubah.
However, it should be clear that one of
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