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"Afghanistan hasn't really met any of the
benchmarks” on improving human rights
or security, said Sam Zafiri, Asia
research  director Rights
Watch. "Life is so dangerous that many
Afghans don't feel safe enough to go to
school, get health care, or take goods to
market.”

Human Rights Watch did not explain the
methodology it used to arrive at its

of Human

casually numbers.

Its figure of 100 civilians killed by
foreign troops is far fewer than the 600
tallied by Afghanistan's Independent
Rights  Corumission.  The
commission also has not explained how it

Human

arrived at its figure, and has released no
overall estimate of civilian casualties.
Civilians bave oflen been caught in the
middle of Afghanistan’s recent  wars,
starting when Soviet troops invaded in
1979. Statements about the numbers of
people killed and wounded in the current
conflict differ  widely,
depending on provides  the
information.

For instance, an airstrike in Qctober 2006
in  southern  Afghanistan’s  volatile
Panjwayi district killed between 30 and
80 <civilians, according to  accounts
provided by the Afghan government and
villagers. Yet NATO identified only 12
civilian deaths.

Karzai and the United Nations have
repeatedly called on all sides to do more
to avoid civilian casualties.

Rights Watch urged NATO
natiens 1o provide compensation for
civilian

sometines
who

Human
casualties and damage to
property caused by its operations.

It also called on donors such as the
United States and European nations to
provide more political, economic and
military assistance and said that Karzai
needs to take action against abusive
warlords, some of them allied his
government,

The U.S. government said last week it
plans to provide another US$10.6 biltion
{(€8.2 billion) for Afghanistan, much of it
for Afghan security forces. The EU's
executive office has proposed a new €600
mitlion (US$780 million) aid package.
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US-NATO Crimes Against Humanity

The US was not justified in attacking
Afghanistan.

To s date there 15 no evidence that
Osama hin Ladin has planned 9/11. Even
FBI has no evidence to charge Osama for
911, Indeed, the FBI Director Muelier
and the deputy director of the CIA
publically admitted that they have found
no evidence 1 Afghanistan hinked to the
September 11 attacks.

In response to a terrorist aitack, the US
could not Taunch a war on another nation
to remove the government i power and
continue a never ending occupation under
the thumb of a CIA agent.

An act of war is a military attack by one
state against another state. There 1s so far

no evidence produced that the state of

Afghanistan, at the time, either attacked
the United States or authonzed or
approved such an attack.

I vou believe the government’s account
of what happened. which I think is highly
questionable, 15 ol these 19 people
alleged 10 have committed these attacks
were from Saudi Arabia and yet we went
10 war against Afghamsan, It does not
really add up in my opinion.

September 11 was not an act of war.
Clearly these were acts of terrorism as
defined by United States domestic law at
the time, but not an act of war.

The Urited States didn’t pay attention to
any of the existing international treaties
regarding
resolution.

terrorisin and  dispute
Bush failed in getting authorizaton from
the U'N Security council for a war,

This war has never heen authorized by
the United Nations Security Council.

The language of the two UN resolutions
is very clear. It does not authorise war as
the SC did in the case of war on Irag in
1990.

Instead.  the Council
resolution refused to call what happened
on September 11 an "armed attack™--that

first  Secunily

1s by one state against another state.
Rather they called it "terrorist attacks.”

The critical point here is that this war has
approved by the UN.
Security  Council so technically 1t s
legal

never  heen

under international  law. It
constitutes an act and a war of aggression
by the United States against Afghanistan.
Failing to get any formal authorization
from the Securtty Council, the US,
Ambassador Negroponte sent a letter to
the Secunty Council asserting Article 51
of the UN. Charter to justify the war
against Afghanistan. The precedent again
goes back to the Nuremberg Judgment of
1946 when the lawyers for the Nazi
defendants argued that we, the Nazi
government had a right to go 1o war in
self-defense as we saw t, and no one
could tell us any differently. Of course
that preposterous argument was rejected
by Nuremberg. [t s very distressing to
see some of the highest level of US
officials making legal arguments that
were rejected by the
Tribunal.

Nuremberg

Bush failed to get a declaration of war
from the US Congress. Despite all the
rhetoric we have heard by the Bush
administration, Congress never declared
war agamst  Afghanistan  or  against
anyone. There i technically no state of
war today against anyone as a maiter of
constitutional law as formally declared.

Bush did get a War
Resolution authorization, Very similar 1o
what his father got. Again the game plan
was the same here. Follow the path
already pioneered by Bush, Sr.in his war
aguinst [rag. So he did get from Congress
a War Powers Resolution authorization.

was Powers

This 15 what law professors call an
imperfect declaration of war. It does not
have the constitutional significance of a
formal declaration of war. It authorizes
the use of nulitary force in specified,
limited circumstances - not for wars of
aggression and indefinite occupations,

After launching a war of aggression all
what we have been witnessing in the past
five and bhaif years is nothing but

perpetual  crimes  against  humanity.
NATGC is now fully involved in these
crime. To have a glimpse of the modern
day barbarism,

More than 1,000 civilians were killed in
Afghanistan in 2006, most of them as a
result of attacks by the Taliban and other
anti-government forces in the country's
unstable south, group said
Tuesday.

Photos from NATO bomb victims by
Maso Notarianni at the Emergency

Hospital in Lashkar Gah

a rights

more photos and details
(http://pubpages.unh.eduw/~mwherold/late
st.htm) | Photos Index

(hup//www rawa.org/s-photos.htm
JHuman Rights Watch said that at least
100 of those civilian deaths were caused
by NATO and U.S.-led troop operations,
far below another estimate by an Afghan
rights group.

In all, more than 4,400 Afghans —
comprising civilians and combatants —
died in conflict-related violence, twice as
many as in 2005 and more than in any
other year since the United States helped
oust the Taliban in 2001, the New-York-
based group said in a statement.

An  Associated Press tally based on
reports  from  Afghan, NATO  and
coalition officials puts the overall death
toll slightly lower, at about 4,000, most
of them militants.

Taliban-led guerrillas launched a record
number of attacks last year and engaged
in several pitched battles with foreign
troops, who now number mere than
40,000, the most since the fall of the
fundamentalist mulitia.

With warlords and drug traffickers still
powerful, the organization said Afghan
President and donor
nations had failed to meet promises to

Hamid Karzat

improve governance, the economy and
security under plans to be reviewed at an
international meeting on  Afghanistan

starting Tuesday in Berlin.



