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Pakistan was deliberately harbouring the

Taliban to use as a political card in
Afghanistan.

NATO countries not normally known for
their public criticism of allies have been
openly questioning Pakistan's continued
commitment to the war of terrorism.
Meanwhile, Iran has become the latest
country, after India and Afghanistan, to
accuse it of interference in its internal
atfairs.

The military has failed to assert the
regime's writ through brutal force in
some parts of the country.

Iran is suspicious that Pakistan is
supporting the US agenda of trying to
create a Shia-Sunni schism as part of the
US-grand strategy to divide Mushm all
over the world. This divide and occupy
policy helped the US in Afghanistan. The
same Shia Sunni divide is helping it
prolong occupatien in Iraq. Following US
propaganda, Musharraf regime claims
that Iran is helping the insurgency by
rebels in Pakistani Balochistan.

All these problems come ahead of polls
before which Gen Musharraf wants to be
confirmed by the sitting assemblies for
another five years, while continuing to
remain army chief,

Expectations of a free and fair elections
are lowered daily as Gen Musharraf
insists in public statements that people
vote for his nominees, while newspapers
report that the ubiquitous intelligence
services  are  already interviewing
prospective parliamentary candidates to
ascertain their loyalty to the president.
Pakistanis are used to military dictators
prolonging  their  dictatorial  ule
indefinitely and also to rigged elcctions.
But what they are not used to is the
unprecedented submission of a sitting
dictator to his masters abroad. Pakistanis
had never been disappeared and detained
illegally on the present scale. The top
Judge of the Supreme Court had never
been removed and tortured for his
hearing cases of the disappeared persons.
ISI had never been so powerful. I1SI was
never used in 9/11 kinds of plots to frame
the whole Muslim ummah, Harassing,
humiliating, beating  and stripping
protestors naked in public had never been
the norm in Pakistan. A government
never claimed responsibility for the
American  bombing and killing 83
civiltans inside Pakistan,

Ordinary people are alrcady scared
for the future of Pakistan. It s
now the masters of dictators who have
to brace for consequences of thejr
totalitarian zeal.
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Another Puppet Dictator: Heading
towards his fate with his masters

To many in Washington and London it
seems that their puppet General in
Islamabad  Musharraf  is  becoming
increasingly isolated. They thought,
Musharraf is another Hosnie Mubarak
who would rule for them forever to come.
The increasing rcalization of his weak
public support came in the wake of rallies
across the country. Although it seems the
rallies are in protest of his politically-
motivated suspension of the chief justice
of the Supreme Court. This, however, 1s
not the case. This is an excuse for venting
the pent up feelings against living under a
dictatorial regime. The suspension of top
judge simply sparked the public anger.
The sight of black-jacketed lawyers
smattered in blood after clashes in Lahore
with police does little for the image of
Pakistan or the U.S. and U.K. long term
plans for the General.

“pakistan is now the most fenced in
nation in the world”

But before this, there have been signs of
desperation among masses. Resentment
against foreign intervention through local
dictators can never be covered with the
propaganda slogans, such as “Islamic
extremism gaining strength.” Ordinary
citizens are complaining of worsening
law and order, police brutality,
intelligence agencies illegal detentions
and tortures and violation of law and
abuse of power on all levels.

Despite  General Musharraf’s  fully
submitting himself to his masters in
Washington and London, Pakistan's
relations with the United States, Europe
and neighbouring countries are becoming
more strained. Musharrafs March 15,
2007 statement that he will eradicate
poverty to eliminate terrorism is a
growing sign of his desperation. This
statement is as meaningless as saying, |
stand because I want to climinate
terrorism and ! sit because | want to
eliminate terrorism.

BBC reported the other day that two
issues are threatening him: “The first is

the military's failure to assert ‘the
government's writ over large areas of the
country and its refusal to tackle Islamic
extremists head-on.”

BBC’s analysis is wrong on both counts.
Pakistan is fully under the occupation of
its armed forces since 1958. It is only
since the inception of the United States
war of terrorism, the military wants to
oceupy the tribal areas of Pakistan just
like the rest of the country. It is facing
exactly the samc resistance as the Isracli
forces are facing in West Bank and Gaza.
The only difference is that Pakistani
forces are not there for Pakistan. They are
there to shed their own and fellow citizen
blood for defending the neocons global
designs.

It is easy to ignore the root causes and
justify killings, oppression and abuse of
human rights under the pretext that there
are some extremists who “no longer
recognise the legitimacy of the state and
will only do so when an Islamic
revolution takes place.” This is not the
case. Pakistan has been a hen that lays
golden cggs for the military and its
corrupt civilian allies since 1938.

Judges, policemen, lawyers and ordinary
women and children have been the
victims of successive military regimes.
People’s voice and people’s will hardly
matter. They can hardly protest, let alone
making the dictators and their cronies
accountable.

It is not that the government gave in to
some 3,000 “militant women,” who
refused to evacuate a religious school that
had been set for demolition. [t is that the
military regimes cannot fight all the wars,
which its mastsrs want it to undertake, at
the same time. War on people, bombing
their homes and schools, war on school
curricula, war on their basic human
rights, war on judiciary, war on the very
principles of democracy which his master
never stop regurgitating. How many wars
can the General fight simultaneously?

In the hcart of the nation's capital the
women refused to recognise any orders
from the state reflects how dictators
supports from abroad are totally rejected
and despised by the public. Washingten
and London can buy a few dictators, but
they can hardly win a war on the masses,
their cultural and religious roots and the
values they hold dear.

The signs of a dictatorial regime’s failure
are before our eyes. Up to 200 crimes and
robberies are being committed every day
in major cities - in Karachi the figures are
double that. Much of the prevalent crime
is committed by unemployed youth, who
form gangs to steal cars, motor bikes and
mobile phones. Imagine the state of a
nation which is robbed by the military
regime from the top and which faces
consequences of the regime’s policies at
the ground level.

Imagine the blow to Pakistan's image,
which the General claimed to have
improved with publication of his book,
when most of the planes of the state-
owned Pakistan International Airlines
(PIA)} were banned from landing in
European Union capitals because of
safety concerns, PIA  officials and
government ministers denied there was
any problem.

Despite doing his masters’ bidding,
sacrificing  thousands of  Pakistani
soldiers, killing his own people and
shouldering  responsibility  for  the
American bombing and butchery of
civilians, Gen Musharraf's credibility still
remains low as his commitment to deal
with terrorism is being questioned by the
US and leading NATO countries.

On a five-hour visit to Islamabad on
February 26, US Vice President Dick
Cheney warned the General Musharraf
about Pakistan's lack of action against the
alleged Taliban and al-Qaeda leaders
operating from its soil.

In scveral packed hearings in the US
Congress, retired US military officers and
other American experts testified that
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