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and those of Middle Eastern descent arc
the immediate focus of this attack. In
February last year, Howard said Muslim
immugrants posed a unique social threat,
citing a supposed ‘fragment, which is
utterly  antagonistic  to  [Australian]
society.” He claimed that raving on about
jthad' made  Muslims  particularly
dangerous, insinuating that they were
likely to be terrorists. Treasurer Peter
Costello later declared that Muslims
should accept 'Australian values or leave.’
The clear implication was that those who
refused to pledge their allegiance to
officially-defined  ‘'values' should be
stripped of citizenship and deported.”

As recently as January 29, 2007, Bernard
Lewis told the world that Muslims were
"about to take over Europe” {Jerusalem
Post, Jan 29, 2007). On November 15,
2006, Vatican declared that immigrants
must follow local laws, including bans on
Muslim wveils. Referring to debates in
Euvrope about Muslim women and
integration, Italian Roman Catholic prelate
Renato Martino said immigrants  from
other religions "must respect the traditions,
the symbols, the culture, the religion of the
countrics they go to. Renato Martino heads
the Vatican's office on issues about
migrants, itinerant workers and refugees.
The Times revealed on January 21, 2007
that UK spy chiefs are putting on the terror
watch list every single British Muslim
who travels to the holy city of Makkah to
perform hajj or umra to filter out those
who might be linked to Al-Qacda, a
leading British newspaper.

The Guardian reported that Universities
across LK. were asked to spy on
Muslims, (October 16, 2006).

When  Muslims  reacted  strongly to
George W. Bush's use of the word
'Crusade’  post-Sept. 11, they were
generally accused of being oversensitive
but five years on it looks as though their
worst fears might be materializing. [ndeed,
the war on Islam being embraced by right-
wingers throughout Europe and America.
After hearing from their own analysts,
politicians, religious leaders and leading
academies, we can hope no onc will doubt
the existence of a war on Islam. Inst®ad of
asking pointed questicns to belittle others,
effots will be made to combat the
poisonous,  totalitarian  ideology  of
Westernizing or Christianising the Muslim
world. Muslims would do well if they
make a conscious effort for coming out of
the state of denial.
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Who is confirming the war on Islam:
Muslims or non-Muslims?

After publishing "A War on Islam?" in
2002, the question that I often faced from
some leamed Westemers was: "Do you
reaily believe this is a war on [slam?”
Despite the question mark to qualify the
title of the book, this pointed question was
usually asked in a way as if it were a crime
or the height of stupidity to even think in
terms of a war on Islam. In the four years
since then the world seems to have turned
around full circle.

Although many among Muslim sull
believe there is no war on Islam as such.
They are under the misconception that if
they avoid discussion on “sensitive
issucs"; if they shun mosques; if they try to
appear “liberal", if they fight the
"extrenusts” among themselves, if they
collaborate with the "liberation” armies; if
they don't protest illegal wars and
occupations; if  they  "assimilate”,
"modernise” and "moderate” themselves,
they would be accepted as equal human
beings and given their dug rights.
However, in the non-Muslim camp this is
not the case. The Westerners who keep an
eye on global affairs are clearly divided
into twa camps: one 1s considering the on-
going and the planned wars as part of the
bigger crusade and want more action to
defeat Islam, and the other camp strongly
believes this war is unjustified, illegal and
it must stop. The beauty of all this is that
both camps believe that a war on Islam is
underway.

Examples of the camp that wants more
war on [slam include administrations in
most of the Western world. For example,
besides George Bush and Collin Powell's
references to Crusade, a quotation widely
circulating in the liberal blogosphere, and
attributed to a United States Congressman,
insists that bringing Christianity to Iraq is
the only way to end violence there.
"Stability in Iraq,” Rep. Robin Hayes (R-
NC)} claims, “ultimately depends on
spreading the message of Jesus Christ, the
message of peace on earth, good will
towards men. Everything depends on
everyone leaming about the birth of the
Savior." The statement appeared in The
Concord Standard and Mt. Pleasant Titmes,
and has since appeared on a number of
high-profile websites.

Others confirming this suicidal desire to
defeat Islam include the former New York
Times Mid East Burecau chief, Chris
Hedges, who wams that the radical
Christian right is coming dangerously
close to its goal of co-opting the country's
military and law enforcement.

Similarly, Bradley Burnston writes about
the broader war on Muslims and Islam in
Haaretz: "Were I a Muslim living in the
West, 1'd be mad as hell. Not to mention
terrified. Were | a Muslim living in the
West, ['d begin to believe that a new
inguisition had begun. An inquisition
aimed at no one but Muslims."[1i}

Another example of the Western analysts’
confirming the war on Islam is Linda
Heard's recent article, titled "Assaults on
Islam Come Fast and Furious."

The above examples show that many
Muslims may prefer to live in denial.
However, aware non-Muslims are not
skeptical about the war on Islam. They
have chosen to speak out either for or
against the ongoing war on Islam.
Germany's  Justice  Minister  Brigitte
Zypries admitted earlier in 2006 that many
Germans wrongly associate [slam with
terrorism, saying, ‘Many Muslims are
faced with discrimination because of their
faith as some people link the Muslim faith
automatically  with  Al-Qaeda and
tervorism.’

Results of a pell jointly conducted in 2006
by the Washington Post and ABC News
shockingly confirmed the same fact.
Apparently 46 percent of Americans think
poorly of Islam with 40 percent admitting
to feeling prejudice against Muslims.
Some 22 percent would not want Muslims
as neighbours,

The reason 1s simple: The media,
politicians, academicians and religious
leaders' joint assault on Islam. Linda
Heard writes: "It is becoming hard to kecp
up with the steady siream of attacks on
Islam or its traditions coming out of the
mouths of Western political and religious
leaders. It's almost as though hunting
season has been declared on a quarter of
the world's population, with the most
unlikely individuals queuing to take pot
shots.”

Linda goes on to hst the facts, such as the
Danish cartoons denigrating the Prophet
(peace be upon him), Bush's declaring war
on "Islamic Fascists”, Blair's promising to
combat "an evil ideology’. and Pope
Benedict getting n a dig against Islam by
quoting an obscure 14th century Byzantine
emperor. These are not isolated,
unintentional statemcnts they are not
intended to do any harm.

In this open seasen on [slam, the youth
wing of the Danish People's Party
organized a competition for "the most
demeaning depictions of the Prophet”, the
state-run television felt obliged to give it
full coverage. In UK., after Jack Straw's
statements about the way Muslim women
cover themselves, Home Secretary John
Reid lectured British Muslims on how to
teach their children not to hate. Jack Straw
also later disclosed his desire to sce
Muslim women abandoning the headscarf
or hijab. Even warse, a Tory MP is
advocating a change in the law to ban the
wearing of the veil so as to preserve
Britain's 'Christian heritage'.

In the run-up te Austria's parliamentary
poil in October, 2006 Jorg Haider's
Freedom Party has taken to depicting
Islam as a threat to Austria's Christian
identity it has produced an advertisement
showing an Islamic crescent above an
ancient church with this words: "This is the
true hidden desire of Muslims'. This comes
on the heels of the country's interior
minister calling for the banning of hijab-
clad teachers and asserting that 45 percent
of Muslims within  Austria  defy
assimitation.

In Belgium, the right-wing party Vlaama
Belang has put aside its anti-Semitism in
favour of attacking Islam and in doing so
has gained an increasingly large Jewish
vote, especially among Antwerp's Hassidic
Jewish community. The editor of Het Volk
insulted the local Muslim community by
referring to it as 'a breeding ground for
thousands of Jihad candidates’.

In December 2006, Australian Prime
Minister John Howard chose the
anniversary of the December 2005 race
riot at Sydney's Cronulla beach to outline
further details of the citizenship test.
According to Fergus Michaels: "Muslims



