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One thing which must be noted is that
Pakistan’s deployment in Waziristan is
NOT affecting the war in Afghanistan.
All the fighting in Afghanistan is being
done in Helmend and Kunar which are
farthest from Waziristan. [t clearly proves
that the resistance force, lumped together
and labeled as Taliban are not operating
or entering from Waziristan and only few
desperate men of foreign origin or locals
may have holed up there who also
happen to have relations with the local
tribals. There is absclutely no military,
moral or political justification to deploy
80,000 men in these regions especially in
Waziristan when the events in the agency
are NOT affecting the war in Afghanistan
but creating serious traps for Pakistan
army.  This is a  completely
disproportionate deployment of forces
and creates only major security crisis for
Pakistan.

Building. Trust remains the biggest
challenge between army and the local
residents. Tribal leaders simply do not
trust Pakistan that Istamabad would
honor its commitments. Worst fears of
tribal people and people in their
protection is that Pakistan will hand them
over to U.S. for Guantaname which is
seen such a dishonor that death is
preferred over it. Musharraf has proved
with his statements how his regime is
selling these people for a paltry sum to
the United States. Pakistan has not yet
stopped sending people to Guantanamo
and the trust deficit remains serious.
Hundreds of ordinary Pakistanis are still
missing. IS| and other agencies are still
busy in tounding people and protests of
the families of missing people are a
dialing routine. The new breed of young
tribal men, resisting injustice and
oppression are not under the control of
traditional tribal Maliks but are still
within the moral pressure of their tribe.
Future Projections:

Whatever is happening in Wagziristan has
its global roots also and cannot be
ignored. The war between U.S. and the
Muslim world is irrevocable now. Every
day, anger is growing in the Muslim
world against U.S. occupation ang the
U.S. imposed puppet regimes — whether
they are in Somalia, Iraq, Afghanistan or
Islamabad. Any government which is
seen to be stooge of the U.S. does not
have future for long. For Islamabad to
have any say within its own angry
population bent on resistance, it remains
important that at the very least its
religious and meoral credentials remain

impeccable.  U.S.  will remain in
Afghanistan for some foreseeable future
and hostility against U.S. would also
grow in Afghanistan, not just in tribal
areas of Pakistan. Recent anii-U.S. riots
in Kabul should be noted carefully.

It is not Taliban but all ordinary Afghans,
living and suffering outside the circle of

opportunists reaping the benefits of
cotlaboration, are coming back in
Afghanistan  with vengeance. With

present levels of military commitment by
U.S., there is no possibility that Afghan
resistance can be crushed. The show has
been deliberately kept on, to justify
prolonging the occupation. In fact,
everyday, they will be gaining more and
more strength. Resistance to the unjust
and illegitimate occupation of
Afghanistan is a reality. Limiting this
resistance to Taliban will not help the
U.S. and its allies consolidate their grip
on Afghanistan.

There is no possibility that Kabul regime
would drop its hostile posture against
Pakistan. Pakistan has now got an enemy
regime in Kabul which needs to be kept
in check not fully backed and supported.
They would always bite the hand which
feeds them.

Pakistani tribal areas cannot fully be

cleaned of those whom are sympathizing
with resistance in Afghanistan but their
levels of military engagement can be
brought down to acceptable levels which
should not create major uprising in tribal
areas against Pakistan. Since U.S.
policies of supporting non-Pashtuns and
its war against Taliban is the biggest
cause of Pashtun unrest, it will not be
possible to isolate Pakistani tribal areas
from developments in Afghanistan. It
would be a futile exercise if the military
regimes in Islamabad thinks it can isolate
Pashtuns under present policies.

Indian and Afghan assets would continue
to exploit the local Pashtun unrest to
create security issues for Pakistan, to
create confusions between parties and to
initiate a civil war in Pakistan on the
pattern of [raq and Palestine. The United
States and India are interested in
degrading Pakistan military forces in the
eyes of Pakistani nation to the extent that
no one is willing to see his son in military
uniform. General Musharraf, with his
cowardly and myopic approach, has
already brought enough shame and
disgrace for the armed forces with acts
like accepting responsibility for the
American  crimes  against  Pakistani
people. {Continue)
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The Waziristan Factor (ii)

On the [ssue of strategy:

The greatest mistake committed by
Pakistan was when its military leadership
buckled under the U.S. threat for
cooperatton. It almost  immediately
decided to side with Americans in the
war of terrorism that it did not define the
limits and terms of its cooperation with
U.S.. There is no anti-terror policy in
Islamabad till date. Islamabad today is
perceived as the single most powerful
apparatus for unleashing terror and
forcing its own people into submission.
On the external front, Pakistani military
teadership kept on obeying U.S. beyond
all limits of

Bombing raids and other crime against
people in tribal areas are hardly different
than what the Israelis and Americans are
doing in the areas under their occupation.
decency, morality, international and
human laws while U.S. kept its most
inhurnan treatment of Muslims captured
in  Afghanistan and Pakistan. While
Pakistan took pride in arresting or killing
thousands of Arabs and Pashtuns, it was
taken as an enemy State along with U.S,
by the Islamists. President Musharraf was
particularly targeted for his closest
association with U.S. and killing at least
4000 people in the tribal regions.

Later on U.S. invasion of Iraq proved
bevond any doubt that U.S. had other
intentions within the Muslim world and

. all States and leaders associated with

U.S. in this Plan were equal enemies.
Guantanamo Bay and Abu  Gharaib
incidents had really set the fire raging
within Muslims and within new breed of
tribal Pashtuns, who are victims of the
Pakistan military’s excesses in their land
and who first hand witnessed blowing of
their houses and massacre of their
relatives at the hands of Pakistani forces,
acting like occupation forces from
outside. Those were the results of
General Musharraf’s decision to send in
military in the tribal areas without
addressing any of the political or
religious issucs involved.

Sending in the army without creating a
favorable  political and  religious
environment was the second biggest
blunder of Pakistan. In the absence of any
anti-terror policy of its own, Pakistan had

only acted under U.S. duress and went
into tribal regions and made aggressive
intrusions into local culture, traditions
and customs which infuriated further the
entire population of those regions. The
leadership of the militants was in the
hands of new generation of angry men
who were not under the influence of
tribal elders - like Nek Mohammed and
others,

As a general rule, Taliban, Arabs and
these local militants never wanted to fight
Pakistan army but aggressive intrusion of
army into their domain without any moral
authority  created  this  dangerous
confrontation causing great loss to army
and creating much bad blood between
tribals and federal government. Still, it is
to be noted that there was no widespread
rebellion in the tribal regions and not all
tribals rose in arms against federal army
or the northern alliance government or
the U.S. In Pakistan, South Waziristan
and North Waziristan were the main
problematic regions only.

It should be kept in mind that revolt in
tribal regions is a religious and political
uprising  against  the  oppressive
occupation of Pakistan by its own armed
forces, but also has strong Pashtun tribal
and cultural influence as well. Religion
and politics combined with local honor
and customs created this dangerous mix
which simply cannot be contained with
brute military force, whether it is Gaza
and West Bank or North and South
Waziristan. Resistance to occupation and
aggression can only be neutralized
through granting the right to freedom and
independence and moral authority of the
religion backed by strong tribal pressure.
Military force can never succeed in
denying their right to self-respect, self-
rule and resistance to occupation and
aggression.

Another factor which was never taken
into account was the fact that installation
of northern alliance government in Kabul
had given India an incredible opportunity
to set traps for Pakistan army in tribal
regions. Also, U.S. never wanted
Pakistan 1o disengage and try to find
political solutions of the crisis. Both U.S.
and Indian assets were highly active
within these regions. For example:

Abdullah Mehsud who was “released”
from Guantanamo bay came back and
instead of fighting the Americans, the
first thing he does is to kill the Chinese!!.
No “Islamists™ ever killed Chinese. It is
U.S. policy to use local militants to kill
Chincse. That is why we see attacks on
Chinese in Northern alliance controlled
Konduz and BLA controlled Gawader
and Hub as well as “Islamist” controlled
Waziristan.

Abdullah Mehsud is a U.S. asset just as
Omar Saeed Sheikh was an MI6 and
RAW asset. Apart from Abdullah
Mehsud, there were dozens of other
Pashtun militants sent by Kabul posing as
Taliban who fought Pakistan army and
set traps for the federal forces. As a
general policy local militants avoid
fighting Pakistan army and only do so
under desperate situation. The Shakai
agreement of South Waziristan is an
example of the same and is still holding
despite death of Nek Muhammad in U.S.
strike. Pakistan did not use the media to
highlight the Indian and Kabul factor in
the so-called tribal militancy as that
would have created more frictions
between Kabul and Islamabad (as if it
was ever low). Islamabad’s policy has
been based in fear since day one — fear of
unknown, fear of Kabul, fear of U.S., fear
of Islamists, fear of its image, fear of its
own shadow... — thanks to the most
coward leadership in these times). In fact,
the military regime in Islamabad never
had any policy except fear and working
under duress.

Now when Islamabad has started
dialogue with tribals and signed a truce,
US. is extremely unhappy. Kabul is
worried and India wants to create
misunderstandings. No  solution is
acceptable  to  them, except vague
demands to  dismantle “terrorist”
institutions and network. Tribals leader
only want to be left alone and want to
negotiate with army. They are willing to
negotiate. Their terms are simple and do-
able though U.S. does not like it but is
extremely beneficial for Pakistan army to
enter into agreements like Shakai and
disengage itself from killing its own
people.
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