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The Bosnian (1992-95)  had
generated anger  amongst
Muslims against the Western indifference
in general and their involvement in
occupations and genocide of Muslims in
particular. The global environment was
ripe  for a confrontation between
U.S/West and Mustims struggling
against the U.S, and its allies-sponsored
repressive regimes. Still, there was no
uprising or insurgency of unrest within
Pakistani  tribal  areas. Pakistan
government had maintained the policy of
engagement with Taliban and there was
no hostility amongst Taliban, Islamic

war
extreme

movements or local tribals against
Islamabad.

Then, 9/11 happened.. ..

The Problem:

Since 1979 till today, no study had ever
been carried out in Pakistan based on
above factors and environments in tribal
areas. Pakistan never had an independent
Afghan policy and everything that was
being done was either dictated by U.S. or
done under the doctrine of necessarily as
stop gé\p arrangement without any serious
historical, military, social or religious
understanding  of the
Afghanistan and its possible impact on
Pakistan’s national security. Pakistan had
lost all its assets in Afghanistan which it
had  cultivated  after . decades of
investment when Taliban came into

melting  pot

power. All former Mujahideen leaders
like Hekmatyar, Sayyaf, Khalis, Hagqani,
Masood etc were either angry with
Pakistan or openly hostile as it was
widely presumed that Pakistan had
created and sponsored Taliban at the cost
of former Mujahideen leaders. So, neither
Taliban were under Pakistan control nor
former Mujahideen leaders when 9/11
happened. It is naive to assume that the
Taliban were under Pakistan’s inflf®nce.
They were prone to manipulation by the
CIA agents within the circles of religious
clerics. Other than that, the Taliban were
not ready to go under anyone’s influence
— not even the United States. That's
what dampened all hopes in Washington
which had assumed that manipulating

and using the Taliban, like the present
day Shia’s in [raq, would pave the way
for having a strategic grip on Afghanistan
for military and financial purposcs.

The pre-planned U.S. invasion of
Afghanistan under the pretext of 9/11 had
outraged Muslims all over the world. Not
because of love for Taliban but because
of hate for the policies of the U.S.
government and its wars of aggressions.
Also, the advance of the northern alliance
the betrayal, massacre and
persecution of ordinary Afghans and
Taliban at the hands of the Americans
and Northern Alliance had created a
sense of extreme hatred and anger in
Pakistani Pashtuns and other Muslims
whose emotions were fully exploited at
the time by opportunist Mullahs like
Fazal ur Rehman, myopic clerics like

and

Sufi Muhammad. Thousands  of
Pakistanis from all over the country, not
just  Pashtun  tribals, went into

Afghanistan but were massacred or
captured by U.8. forces and their allies.
The stories of their massacre in sealed

containers, in Qtlai Jangi and in Konduz
reached Pakistani tribal areas where a
sense of Iribal revenge and rage took
over. The prime anger was against
Pakistan for suddenly reversing its policy
against Taliban and assisting U.S. in
“Pashtun” slaughter. The remnants of
Taliban and Afghan refugees, escaping
Arabs and local Pashtuns who had lost
their relatives to America and had sworn
revenge got united in a holy war. Locals
in Tribal areas witnessed first hand the
butchery of pakistan military, whereby
they indiscriminately  killed  almost
anyone escaping into Pakistan. There
were three enemies - U.S., Northern
alliance and Pakistan. Pakistani tribal
areas had become the re-grouping areas
with gencral sympathy of the local
population with anyone opposing U.S.
aggression and occupation of
Afghanistan. [stamabad still had no assets
within militants and no powerful political
elder or tribal Malik whe could control
this new breed of angry young people. A
policy disaster had already taken place.
(Continue)
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The Waziristan Factor

A brief Critique of the so-called Taliban
militancy in Tribal pockets of Pakistan.
Pakistan is in a mess along with its
troubled spots, including Waziristan.
Only Pakistan military can clean up the
mess which has created it in the first
place with the ability to put together the
extraordinary combination of arrogant
but scared leadership and total lack of
Judgment which went into its making.
Those who claim that there is a militant
probiem in Pakistan must look into the
history of this region and Pakistan.
Oppression never goes without an equal
and opposite reaction. The sledgehammer
hasn’t worked in Iraq. It isn’t working in
Afghanistan. And it has suffered serious
reverses in Pakistan with more than 3000
Pakistani soldiers killed in two years.

The Waziristani tribes have stood guard
on the Frontier for over fifty years. They
went to Kashmir in 1947 and what we
have of Kashmir we owe largely to their
enterprise and valour, Before jumping the
bandwagen of justifying all erimes with
the Taliban boggy, we need a period of
reflection and understanding the root
causes of the problem before making the
culprits accountable,

From the following analysis we should
leamn to do our own thinking for brining
Musharraf and his cronies to justice and
be able to tell the Americans where to get
off.

Background:

Since 1947 to 1979, there was no
problem of militancy and rebellion in the
tribal areas despite their martial and
semi-autonomous status. Despite
presence of strong pockets of pro-Afghan
communists like ANP who constantly
demanded “Pashtunistan™, the tribals
never saw any cause to rise in an uprising
against any Pakistani government.
Globally, the U.S. and its allies were
engaged in undermining the former
Soviet Union and had no time to

the threat of Muslim
movements. There was an absence of
mass media like VCR, audio tapes,
multiple TV channels, Cable and internet
were also not present,

Even during the Afghan war between
1979 to 1992, there was no rebellion
against Islamabad in the tribal arcas
despite presence of millions of Afghans
and thousands of armed Mujahideen
using these regions as base area to fight
against the Soviet occupation of
Afghanistan. But globally, those were the
times of awakening for the Muslim
movements and thousands of volunteers
from all over the world came to
participate in Jihad against Soviets. This
was the era of political awakening and

exaggerate

the creation of new Islamist political

leadership not just in Afghan Jihad but
also within the Muslim world. During
this era, the status quo of Maliks and
Elders was broken in Afghanistan and all
Mujahideen leaders challenged the
traditional hold of tribal

Pakistan has sent more than 80,000
troops to the region to make life of
ordinary people miserable.

elders in their society. Media was used in
massive way to propagate message of
Jihad and effectively use Muslim
sentiments  against oppression  and
occupation to defeat the Soviet Union.
All the energies of the Afghan and Arab
mititants were directed against the
Soviets forces and later against the
regime that it installed in Kabul. It is
interesting to note that even during this
cra, there was no mass call of Jihad
within Pakistani tnbal areas and the war
was basically fought by Afghans or
Arabs who came from outside and
backed by the United States and many
Muslim states. Pakistani tribals were few
in the war.

During civil war between Mujahideen in
from 1992 to 1996, still there was no

problem of armed uprising or rebellion
against Pakistan in these regions.
Pakistan and Islamic movements were
appalled and disgusted at the infighting
amongst Afghans and most of them either
withdrew. Osama bin Laden went to
Sudan and others went back to their
countries. Very few were settled in tribal
areas and married amongst local tribes.
But a global Muslim political awakening
against direct and indirect occupations of
Muslim countries had taken place which
now could not be stopped. Pakistani
tribal areas remained totally indifferent
towards developments in Afghanistan
and there was absolutely no participation
of Pakistani tribals during this era.
During Taliban era — 1996 to 2001, still
there was no military uprising in any of
the tribal pockets of Pakistan and the
tribals were peaceful in all agencies.
Local tribals never supported Taliban and
no tribe or tribal elements ever went in to
fight alongside Taliban against Masood
or northern alliance. By 1999, the
Northern  Alliance was almost non-
existent, except in the books of all anti-
Taliban forces, which relentlessly sought
those who would oppose the Taliban in
Afghanistan. The so-called Northern
Alliance was in controt of just 5% of the
total landmass in Afghanistan. The
geographical location and mountain
enclave had given them the much needed
protection they needed to continue
resistance to the Taliban government.
Osama had come back into Afghanistan
by then and U.S. had started a campaign
of propaganda and character
assassination against Osama and former
Arab Mujahideen, even attacking their
base with Cruise missiles. A general
anger against U.S. had begun to grip the
Muslim world especially after the first
Gulf war in 1991 and now Osama and
associates were more vocal and open
against U.S.



