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world. Islam is most surely going to
become dominant all over the world, just
as it had become dominant throughout
the Arabian peninsula in the days of the
Prophet (SAW).
If the above thesis is correct, and there is
no reason to doubt its veracity, then we
must also grasp and acknowledge its
necessary and logical corollaries. This is
of vital importance because otherwise we
would be exposing ourselves to the
danger of immense disappointment and
frustration.

The first and the
important point to note is that, before the

most

arrival of the final da'ee under whose
leadership the struggle will reach its
ultimate realization, all the initial and
interim leaders are likely to be limited by,
and suffer various

from, types of

imperfections. None of them will be
infallible or faultless, and each one of
them can have any number of defects in
his understanding, perseverance,
fortitude, and steadfastness. However, if
they were to invest all their energies in
the cause of Almighty Allah (SWT) with
sincerity of intent (Ikhlas), then despite
their failure in actually establishing the
domination of Deen they would,
nevertheless, be deemed triumphant in
the Hereafter and would be thoroughly
rewarded by their Lord. Insha Allah.

The realistic and perseverant
attitude to  adopt
circumstances would be to continue the
struggle for making the Deen of Allah

(SWT) supreme, we may not be able to

under  these

reach the ultimate goal curselves, but at
least we could pave the way for the next
generation for onward and ever-closer
march to it. To carry on the struggle in
the next generation - courageous and
steadfast Muslims are needed to come
forward and dedicate their energies and
resources for the continuation of the
struggle for Islamic revival. '
(Courtesy: The Statesman, The Frontier
Post, The Nation.).
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View Point

Stewart Bell

The Achievements of the Islamic Revivalist
Struggle and the Main Task Ahead

It is impossible to reflect on the
cenditions prevailing in Pakistan without
feeling the pain of disappointment and
dejection, even despair. We ponder the
past and present of our homeland, and
what do we find? We find a country that
owed its very creation to Islam choosing
the path of secularism. We find a country
that was meant to be the starting point for
pan-Islamic unity is being torn apart by

-its own lack of vision and direction. In

view of all this, is it any wonder that

apathy and cynicism are rapidly
becoming our national traits?
The most significant task

ahead, at the moment, is to keep intact
and alive the Islamic revolutionary
thought - the active and dynamic concept
of Deen which has been revived in the
past century after a fairly long period of
stagnation and neglect. This "task is
especially important in view of the fact
that the intellectual milieu of our times is
not at all conducive to the revolutionary
concept of religion. There are persons
who are bent on harming and
discrediting the dynamic and
revolutionary concept of Islam. Modem
intellectuals of Islam have somehow
managed to deduce, from the Treaty of
Hudaibiyyah, a rationale for the
permanent state of peaceful coexistence
between Al-Haq and Al-Batil and, from
the Treaty (or Meethaq) of Madinah, an
argument for the contemporary secular
system of politics and governance. The
basic principle of the secular polity is that
religion is the private affair of -the
individual, and secularism in its
"tolerance” and "broad-mindedness" is
perfectly willing to allow all religions to
survive under its umbrella. The only real
challenge to secularism is the Islamic
revolutionary thought, the idea that it is

not enough to practice Islam in the
personal life unless the teachings of the
Qur'an and Sunnah are implemented in

their totality in the social, cultural, legal, -

economic, and political fields as well, It
is the Qur'anic imperative to make Isiam
dominant over all man-made systems of
life, all over the world, that poses the real
threat to the secular mode of life. This is
precisely why the secular West is willing
to go out of its way to oppose the radical
thought of Islam and to encourage and
patronize its narrow and static concept -
an Islam that restricts itself within the

precincts of the mosque and the
seminary. It is only when a Muslim starts
talking about the parliament, the

marketplace, and the court that he is
labeled as a dangerous "fundamentalist,”
even a "terrorist.”

When the dynamic and
revolutionary teachings of Islam started
to inspire and ignite the Mushim
consciousness - as a result of the efforis
by Allama Igbal, Maulana Azad, Allama
Mashrigi, and Maulana Maududi - the old
and stagnant religiosity also reacted and
asserted itself . During the course of our
thirteen centuries of decline and
deterioration, and mainly as a result of it,
the roots of the static and narrow
conception of Deeg had penetrated deep
within our collective psyche. One
manifestation of this kind of religiosity
was the failure of Maulana Abul Kalam
Azad in motivating and mobilizing the
Ulama with regard to his struggle for
Hukumat-e-Ilahiyyah, even though he
enjoyed the support of as great and as
well-respected a personality as Maulana
Mahmood Hasan Deobandi.

It was none other than the great and
remnarkable personality of Allama Igbal
who must be credited with demolishing

the whole edifice of this static concept of
Islam. Without his moving and dynamic
poetry preparing the ground, subsequent
leaders would not have succeeded in
launching their movements on the basis
of the revolutionary teachings of [sfam.
We are therefore required to defend the
dynamic and revolutionary teachings of
Islam with all our ability, and to
harmonize our struggle in line with the
Prophetic model, because the guidance of
the Seerash of Prophet Muhammad
(SAW) represents the only unfailing path
to Islamic renaissance! We should realize
that the prevailing state of temporary
nonsuccess being suffered by the various
revivalist movements is itself 2 potential
threat to the very credibility of the
Islamic revolutionary thought. There is,
however, a compulsion in respect of
dynamics of the Islamic revivalist
struggle that the process cannot be
completed in just a decade or two. The

Islamic movement will reach its
culmination only after a long and arduous
struggle spanned over several

generations, History shows that every
genuine revolution requires a fairly long
time to mature. It must be accepted that
the "miracle” of the entire revolutionary
process getting completed within 2 single
human life-span, and under the guidance
of a single leader, is not going to repeat
itself. The task of establishing the
ascendancy of Islam, in our day and age,
will be achieved in several phases;
several successive "movements” will be
involved in this struggle, each carrying
the goal of Islamic ascendancy one more
step closer to actuality.

However, keeping in view the pointers of
the Qur'an and the sayings of the Prophet
(SAW), a believer can have no doubt
whatsoever that, before the end of the

= ]



