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physical/legal entity that provided
welfare, order and justice to its
citizens. Pakistan was to be an

extraordinary state—a homeland for
Indian Muslims and an ideological and
political leader of the Muslim world.

Providing a homeland to protect
Muslims from the bigotry and
intolerance of India’s Hindu

population was impertant, but the real
motive behind Pakistan movement was
to demonstrate to the world a model of
an * Islamic State based on the
principles of freedom, fraternity and
equality of Islam. The Pakistan
movement alse looked to the wider
Muslim world, and its leaders were
concerned about the fate of other
Muslim communities living wunder
duress, stretching from Palestine to the
Philippines.

This is exactly what is now
considered as “political Islam” of the
“Islamists.” This is what the 9/11
Commission has referred to as the
“Islamic ideology” and declared a war
on it. Accordingly, Pakistan has to be
dismantled because its raison d'étre
has no place in the modern world in
which a war on Islam is now officially
and publicly recognized.

Now think about the following
words and comments by the founding

fathers of Pakistan. Imagine any
nation under occupation or any
Muslim  leader now saying the

following words. They would perfectly
fit the well-defined category on which a
war has officially been declared. Also
note Pakistan’s founder Muhammad
Ali finnah's reference to the Qur’an,
Majahids, Islam and giving protection
to neighbors in the following 247 words
at a rally on October 30, 1947:

“If we take our inspiration and
guidance from the Holy Qur’an, the
final victory, | once again say, will be
ours... Do not be overwhelmed by the
enermity of the task... You only have
to develop the spirit of the Mujahids.
You are a nation whose history is
replete with people of wonderful
character and heroism. Live up to your

of glory. All I require of You now is

Both the history and the future of

that everyone... must vow to himself Pakistan are rooted in a complex

and be prepared to sacrifice his all...
in building up Pakistan as a bulwark
of Islam and as one of the greatest
nations whose ideal is peace within and
peace without... Islam enjoins on every
Mussulman to give protection to his
neighbors and to minorities regardless
of caste and creed.”|]

The same is true today. However,
just a vow to make Pakistan, or any
country for that matter, inte a
“bulwark of Islam,” taking
“inspiratien and guidance from the
Holy Qur’an,” are now sufficient today
to instantly declare anyone
“Islamist” preaching “Islamism” at
which the US has declared 2 war, If
Jinnah were living today and had
uttered these same words he would
most certainly have been labeled as an
extremist, demonized in the media,
hunted down by the US and
prosecuted.

an

relationship between Pakistan the
“Islamic™ state—a piysically bounded
territory with an Islamic legal and
international personality that would be
guided by Islamic scriptures and
traditions-—and Pakistan the nation-.-
mission-bound to serve as a beacon for
oppressed or backward communities
elsewhere in the world. Pakistan has
bitterly failed at both the state and the
national level. The rot that started at
the top has trickied to the roots and the
nation as a whole is as oblivious of its
responsibilities as are its leaders.

Abid Jan is author of The
Musharraf Factor: Leading Pakistan
to  Inevitable Demise (Pragmatic

Publishing, Canada, December 2005).
Notes
1] Speech by Jinnah at a rally at the
University Stadium, Lahore,

October 30, 1947.
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Failed State? Yes, But for Other Reasons.

Musharraf regime is
jitterv since the American journal
Foreign Policy has put Pakistan in the
top ten failing states. Peter Preston
called Pakistan a basket case in the
Guardian (May 8, 2006). The minister
for press at the Pakistan High
Commission in U.K., Imran Gardezi’s
response to Peter Preston has become a
classic example of defending the
indefensible on this issue.

Pakistan, of course, is a failing
state, but not based on the indicators
used by the American journal Foreign
Policy. It will definitely fail if the
present trends continued. However, the
life threatening trends have nothing to
do with the criteria set for Pakistan’s
failure by the Western analysts.
Moreover, Musharraf is not the root
cause of this failure. He is just a factor,
becoming the last straw on the camel’s
Back. Even a successful defense of
General Musharraf’s policies
hardly save Pakistan for
impending disasters.

feeling

can
the

One of the major factors of
Pakistan’s failure is its straying away
the objective  and
justification for its creation. Secondly,
it has become a state occupied by its
own which s
substantially different from ruling by
armed force. Outside powers have
perfectly controlled Pakistan through
its own armed forced with curtailed
sovereignty and limited freedoms.

Pakistan’s joining the ranks of
top ten failed states is not a surprise. It
is part of the grand scheme for
undermining its very existence. Despite
the regime’s wholehearted sacrifice of
all the principles of justice, law and the
norms of independent states, American
analysts, such as Leon T. Hadar,
consider Pakistan “with its
dictatorship and failed economy™ a
“reluctant partner” and a “potential
long term adversary” since 2002.

from core

armed forces,

Pakistan is hardly different from
and Afghanistan. The only
difference is in the mode of occupation.

Iraq

Like any other occupied territory,
dictatorship is in full swing in
Pakistan. Hundreds of people, pointed
out by the intelligence of occupation
forces, are routinely rounded up in
order to placate Washington.

lilegal detentions and
extraditions are o¢n the rise. FBI and
CIA agents have declared open season
on Pakistan, which cannot even move
its troops  without  prior
permission from Washingten. Like the
attacks on occupation forces in Iraq
and Afghanistan, we witness desperate
suicide attacks on Pakistani armed
forces.

$13bn

own

reserve is
meaningless when Pakistan cannot
prepare its budgets without "an
approval frem international lending

in foreign

agencies. The same must be true for
other third world countries, However,
the difference lies in - Pakistan’s
consuming every possible penny into
its defense budget would have made
sense if it were utilized for defending
the country’s integrity,
and independence.

To remove any leftover doubts
about Pakistan being a failed state,
news reports from the New York
Times and the Washington Post are
pouring in, alleging that Al-Qaeda is
regrouping in Pakistan and that 151
supports the Taliban and Kashmiri
“insurgents.” As a “pre-modern” state,
Pakistan is thus considered as weak
enough “even to secure its home
territory...but it ¢an provide a base for
non-state actors who may represent a
danger to the post-modern world.™

Pakistan is in the ambivalent
position of having an army that can
neither govern nor allow civilians to
rule. Whether the army has the
conceptual ability to plan a strategy of

sovereignty

incremental change that would
fundamentally  reform  Pakistan’s
ailing institutions is also guestionable.
It is not in a position to end the
invisible occupation it has brought
upon Panistan due te self-centered
vision of the military leadership.

All failing states have weak
armies; Pakistan’s army is strong
enough to prevent state failure fun
some time to come but not courageous
enough to stand for the objective of
Pakistan or imaginative enough (o
transform it into 2 mode! Islamic State,
which are the only pragmatic ways for
its and  the
parameters for defense.

sustainability main

Pakistan’s most unusual feature
is not its potential as a failed state, but
the intricate interaction between the
physical/political/legal entity known as
the state of Pakistan and the idea
behind Pakistan and the Pakistani
nation. Few if any other nation states
are more complex than Pakistan in this
respect, with the Pakistani state often
operating at cross-purposes with the
original purpose of its creation.

Regardless of all other factors,
Pakistan is as much failing because of
the factors from within as much as it is
under attack by forces from outside.
The US and UK have publicly
jaunched a war on the very basic
ideclogy at the foundation of Pakistan
as a nation. Tt is akin te separating
Jewish identity from Israel, lmagine
the transformation in the Middle East
if Israel were to stop identifying itself
as a Jewish State. In that case, would it
be able to justify its existence and
occupation of the lands, particularly
Jerusalem?

The problem in the case of any
Muslim entity, however, it is
possible to have a mix of secularism
and Islam and label it as Muslim. Like
Israel, the_ state of Pakistan was
thought to be than a

not

more
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