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complete and all-embracing code
of lLife that integrates man with
God, awakens in him a new moral
consciousness and invites him to
deal with all the problems of
life—individual and social,
economic and political, national
and international—in accord with
his commitment to God. It is
pertinent to quote here a great
scholar Dr. Fazlur Rehman who
writes: "....... personal inner faith is
by no means enough for God's
purposes, and an organized
normative community is a dire
necessity”". He thus fully affirms
reification (W. Cantwell Smith's
expression} of iman in a spatio-
tempored context and impugns all
modernists' attempt to empty
Islam of its political content.
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Rejoinder - By, DR. ABSAR AHMAD

Islamic Khilafah—Reconsidered

Mr, Humayun Siddiqui's article
published in the daily Nation of
April 02, 2006 appears thought-
provoking at first  reading,
however when analyzed and read
critically the truth transpires that it
is based on a number of
misconceptions and wrong
premises. First of all I cannot
understand as to why he is allergic
to the word Khilafah and perhaps
finds it smacking of obscurantism.
Mr. Siddiqui seems to be a devout
Muslim and that is why he refers
to the Quranic verses in his article.
I shall very humbly remind him
that according to the Holy Book
the Creator-Allah Almighty made
Adam  Khalifa-a deputy or
vicegerent-on earth. Since Khalifa
and Khilafah are cognate words, it
is quite understandable that the
socio-political system based on
Divine decrees is called Khilafah.
This was further authenticated by
explicit statements of the Holy
Prophet (Peace be upon him)
when he advised Muslim to follow
his example and that of the
rightly-guided Khalifas (Caliphs).
Allama Ighal and Quaid-e-Azam
both  visualized the mnewly
emerging Muslims' homeland—
Pakistan—to be an exemplary
Islamic state. There are numerous
statements and speeches of the
two founding fathers on record to
substantiate this. Therefore, when
Dr. Israr Ahmad talks about the
Islamic (Khilafah) system, he
refers to the same [deal Islamic
system envisaged by Allama Igbal
and the Quaid. Unfortunately Mr.
Siddiqui takes only the aspects of
legal justice and egalitarianism
from Islam and completely
obliterates  the  metaphysical
underpinnings of these moral
virtues. As a matter of fact we
should look at Islam holistically in

the Quranic perspective and it is
not at all wrong to call Islamic
system of polity and governance
as Khilafah. It is, in my opinion,
quibbling about words only and
there is hardly anything debatable
in essence with regard to the goals
and objectives of the Pakistan
movement.

The incorporation of three
basic principles— “Sovereignty
belongs to Almighty Allah alone;
No legislation can be done at any
level that is totally or partially
repugnant to Quran and Sunnah;
and Full citizenship of the state is
for the Muslims only"— to any
constitution or political system
makes a radical difference and
turns a secular liberal democratic
state into an Islamic state—an
embodiment of Islamic Khilafah
system. I wonder why a highly
educated and intelligent persen
like Mr. Siddiqui cannot see the
difference. Perhaps word-
quibbling again! Yes, the ideal
Khilafah of the rightly-guided
caliphs lasted for about thirty
years but this very historical fact
vindicates the truth that Islam is
not mere utopia. Islam as a deen
(a complete socio-politico-
economic system of life) was
actually implemented in toto in a
vast area and highest moral virtues
were witnessed by history at the
level of society and political
governance. One can hardly make
a parallel between freedom of
expression, equality and justice
exercised during the caliphate of
Hazrat Omar and the present-day
American administration and its
policies in tespect of other
nations. I shalt remind the learned
writer that it was in 1955 (and not
two centuries ago) that a forty-two
years old black seamstress Rosa
Parks was bocked in jail in

Montgomery,  Alabama,  for
refusing to give up her bus seat to
a white passenger. On the other
hand we Muslims had absolutely
no discrimination on the basis of
gender, race, colour, cast or creed
fourteen centuries ago and even
orientalists have acknowledged
this. Of course Allah is de jure
sovereign of the whole world and
nothing happens without His
permission. The real test of human
beings lies in the fact whether or
not they make Allah their de facto
sovereign in terrestrial affairs. The
nationality of non-Muslims living
in Pakistan will obviously be
Pakistani; but since they do not
believe in the Quran and Sunnah
of the Prophet, they will not be
included in the legislature of an
Islamic state. And this is quile
logical insofar as an Islamic state
is essentially an ideological state
and therefore only Muslims can
take part in legislation and top-
level sensitive decision making.

The lines printed in bold font
in the top-middle of the article are,
to say the least, quite puzzling.
"No system is a bad system. It is
its implementation that makes it
bad or good". This is not a correct
statement by any strech of
imagination, As amply shown by
history some systems prevailing in
different areas of the world were
intrinsically bad, tyrannical and
exploitative. And some still are so.
How can only implementation
make them bad or good?

The last paragraph of the
write-up very clearly evinces
learned author's very limited view
of the remedy of malady in
Pakistan. And this itself is based
on his truncated perception of
Islam. Islam is not just a faith of
an individual's personal morality
and piety. On the contrary 1t is a



