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View Point By Frederic Grare
Consequences of an Independent Baluchistan
- If Baluchistan were to Pakistani armed forces, and independence. With a ridiculously
become  independent, would Afghanistan have stong Baluch low level of literacy and a lack of

o

Pakistan be able to withstand
another dismemberment—thirty-
four years have passed since the
secession: of Bangladesh—and
what effect would that have on
regional stability? Pakistan would
lose a major part of its natural
resources and would become more
dependent on the Middle East for
its energy supplies. Although
Baluchistan’s  resources  are
currently  underexploited and
benefit only the mnon-Baluch
provinces, especially  Punjab,
these resources could undoubtedly
contribute to the development of

an  independent  Baluchistan.
Baluchistan’s independence
would also dash Islamabad’s

hopes for the Gwadar port and
other related projects. Any chance
that Pakistan would become more
attractive to the rest of the world
would be lost. Pakistan’s losses
from an eventual secession would
not be limited to the economic

domain,
Although the central
government could stull  find

facilities for testing its nuclear
weapons and missiles, the test
sites would have to be in the
vicinity of more populated areas.
Some nationalists, Pakistan: the
ResuRgence of Baluch
nationalism who are fully aware
that they hold a trunip card that
would allow them to play on
international sensitivities, claim
that they would accept
immediately the denuclearization
of any future Baluch state in
exchange for international support
in their struggle for independence.
Neighboring countries are also not
very enthusiastic about the
prospect of a Pakistan weakened
by the secession of Baluchistan.
Iran, which in 1973 sent its
military  helicopters  to  assist

minorities in their territories. They
do not want a Baluch state, with a
raison d’étre that is essentially

ethnic, on their southeastern
border.

The independence of
Pakistani  Baluchistan  would

inevitably give rise to the fear of
the revival of Baluch support for a
Greater Baluchistan, India may be
tempted to look at the further
partition of Pakistan as an
opportunity for forging a new
anti-Pakistan alliance. An
insurrection in Baluchistan might
pressure Islamabad to resolve the
India-Pakistan  conflict  over
Kashmir, but a change of regional
boundaries could revive fears of
irredentism in Kashmir and in the
territories of the Northeast that a
vengeful Pakistan would be only
too eager to exploit.

Despite the secular nature of
Baluch nationalism, the United

States 15 worried about the
possibility of a war for
independence complicating the
U.S.  fight against Islamist

terrorism in the region. If the
United States were to undertake a
military action against Iran, 1t

could also use Pakistam
Baluchistan  for  conducting
subversive  acts in  Iranian

Baluchistan. For the United States
to be able to do this, the Pakistani
province would have to remain
calm and not pose a threat to the
interests of Washington’s allies.
The final question is whether
an independent Baluchistan would
be a viable state, or whether it
would itself become a threat to

regional stability. If an
independent Baluchistan did not
receive foreign technical

assistance, it might not be able to
exploit the control of its natural
resources it would gain from

administrative experience,
Baluchistan may not at the present
time have the human resources
required to develop its natural
resources. Baluchistan’s sparse
population, which is scattered
over a huge area, would also
affect the economic and political
viability of the new state. In
addition, its ethnic composition
could pose problems.

Although the population of
Baluchistan in 1998 was estimated
to be about six and onehalf
million, only approximately three
and one-half million are Baluch:
two and one-half million are
Pashtun and a little more than a
hatf million belong to other ethnic
groups. The Baluch do not see this
as a handicap because the Pashtun
population is found in the northern
part of the province and along the
Afghan border, territories that are
not  historically a part of
Baluchistan. They do worry,
however, about projects like the
Gwadar port that bring in non-
Baluch residents; these
newcomers could bring about a
marked change in the province’s
ethnic balance. Although large
Baluch minorities have settled
outside the province, they are not
likely to return to their homeland
if it becomes independent because
of the lack of adequate
development there. If Pakistan is
divided at some time in the future,
an independent Baluchistan would
become in alf probability a new
zone of instability in the region.
Its instability would affect the

interests  of all the regional
players. Yet, unless Pakistan
changes its policy toward
Baluchistan  dramatically, the
possibility of Baluchistan
eventually gaining its

independence cannot be ruled out.




