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. Ppakistan is at a crossroads. This

sounds like a cliche and may be it
is. We always seem {0 be at some
kind of a crossroad, But leaving
that paradox aside, ﬂle issue at

hand is slightly different. There are
clear signs that certain classes in

. Pakistan are having a great time
currently. Their income is
increasing rapidly, their asset base
is expanding, and they seem to be
moving to a level of consumerism
where they can match some of the
more fortunate classes of the
developed world. But there are

large numbers---- perhaps as much

as 70-80 per cent of the population

of Pakistan-- who face 2 fairly
constrained financial situation.
Their asset base is static or losing
value, their income is losing out in
nominal terms or in real terms.
And'it is definitely losing out in
relative terms. _
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" Let us look at some of the starker forms
that this increasing inequality is taking.
There are people in Pakistan who own and
operate private planes. These include some
of the top industrialists and landlords of the
country. Over the last couple of years there
has been a strong upsurge in the imports of
large luxury cars. We are talking here of the
BMWs. Mercedes, Lexus and a larg number
of luxury 4x4s. Most of them cost in the
rarige of one crore rupees or more (mostly
more) after taxes.
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and hospitals for the locals.
Everyone knows that the security forces

are there with tanks and gunship
helicopters to show the fascists in
Washington and their puppets in

Afghanistan that Musharraf is not sitting
idle. The objective is to show that the dog
depicted in the Washington Times’
cartoon (May 6, 2005} is still dutifully
busy doing his job. Don’t give up on the
faithful friend.

For that purpose, the opportunist
Musharraf and his forces have no option
but to label ordinary Pakistanis as
terrorists and ordinary Afghans as evil
Taliban for an-exercisc in butchery. This
15 nothing new. Innocent people were
knowingly handed over to the US, who
ended up in Guantanamo and were Jater
released  after  suffering  years  of
torture.[7]

In an attempt to hide blood on his hands,
General Musharraf told a meeting at the
Army House on March 15, 2006 that the
government was “determined to carry out
development work in the tribal areas and
would utilize all available resources for
the peace, security and development of
this part of the country.” Since when the
development  work  needs  cobra
helicopters and blowing mosques? More
importantly, when did we last hear about
the problem of the lack of peace and
security in this part of Pakistan that
needed this level of military force?

Those who know the history of this
region know very well that peace was
first shattered when British colonial
adventures were at their peak. The second
time 1t 1s happening when Musharraf
decided w0 undertake adventures for the
U.S. to further the same colonial legacy
to a new height. This is what sane minds
in Islamabad have been trying to avoid in
the past.

The bloodshed and destruction that we
witness in Pakistan today is the direct
result of the Pakistani government’s
siding with oppressors against Afghans in
an attempt to avoid the U.S. wrath in
2001. Musharraf fully supported the US
in killing thousands of innocent Afghans
and occupying their country. He could
hardly realize that none of his sacrifices
will be the final sacrifice for the fascists
of our age. He could hardly realize that
his putting religious, moral and legal

principle at stake in 2001 will not save
his troops and people going through the
same pain, at their own hands, which he
allowed the Afghans to go through at the
hands of the American forces.

The bottom line is that innocent people in
the tribal belt in Pakistan are being
scapegoated to keep the war machine
going for the modern day fascists, For
Pakistanis this 15 just the beginning. No
doubt, in the long-run, the U.5. war
machine is definitely going to go out of
steam, leaving behind total chaos and a
trail of destruction. In the short run,
however, the day is not far away when
other tribal agencies and even cities, such
as Peshawar and Quetta, become the next
Faltujah, Samara, West Bank or Gaza
strip.

Abid  Ullah Jan's
Musharraf Factor: Leading Pakistan to
Inevitable Demise, was relcased in
December 2005, For an c¢xcerpt on
occupation of Pakistan, pleasc see:
htip://www.icssa.org/military_occupation
_of_pakistan.htm

Notes

latest book: The

[1] Media Monitors Network, November

14, 2003:
hitp//usa.mediamonitors.net/lavoul/set/pr
int/content/view/full/2151 and Published
in the Nation (Pakistan) on December 23,
2003.

[2] The News March 15, 2006.

[3] The News March 16, 2006.

[4] Sce: Dan McDougall, “The new
Afghanistan is a myth. It's time to go and
get a job abroad’,” As DBritish treops
prepare to tackle the Taliban's remnants,
hundreds of thousands of jobless Afghan
refugees who returmed home to start a
new life are queueing up to leave again.
The Observer, February 5, 2006, URL:
hitp:/fobserver.guardian.co.uk/worid/stor
y/U,,1702513,00.html

15] Authorities imposed a ban on
weapons business in Miranshah, which is
one of the main source of livclihood for
the people of this region since centuries.
(Daily Times, March 16, 2006).

6] The News, March 16, 2006.

[7] See BBC report by Haroon Rashid,
“Ex-inmates share Guantanamo ordeal,
May 02, 2005.

http://news.bbe.co.uk/ 1hi/world/south_a
s12/4505403 stm

i g o 2 oo o o e R e

f“m.‘. e R R AR T R AR 2L S o D gl oDl g b b

&J;H'Jfl/ &Jﬁ'{/’(&i—«/);)# inkd
wlg....a L ml.o

- 5B

Bl -

s Precil ;lrdJi:gFJ{foJz 249,600
2T URL FSp bap DU deie e G223
Jui e 3 o b O e gt Sl iy
I ke sz due Lu’m&_pmu&b.ﬁ/ﬂw’w.uﬁ
oA IS i o i e
e sallia il 5 83uSky S gelinm y (BNA (S0l oy
ge 205 IS S8 oS0l o< gy g ls
le, papad A S G pailer (o

u:alfu)!é.:bfn:f U‘jué(_;-‘ﬁjgjﬁ # &

””““”0’”““””“.0“.0”.0”"“

0946-720031:UF 0946-835295: ' 0946-725056: 73 ’

PPt St Pt PPttt ettt tetetetettttteterd

4308 5,429

sl s




Vol: 15

Regd. No. LRL -50

No. I'T|

Weekly

View Point

Riidia-e-Knilafat

Lahore

Abid Ullah Jan

(e-mail: abidjan@tanzeemorg)

Fallujahs of General Musharraf in the Making

It is undoubtedly true that in International
Relations our predictive capacities are
poor and prediction, quite
understandably, has a bad name in the
discipline and indeed in all the social
sciences. However, this must not be a
reason for impartial analysts to limit
themselves to shallow analysis of current
affairs and shy away from commenting
on what they can clearly foresee.

The fascist tendency of Bush and
company and opportunist instincts of
Musharraf and other puppets in the
Muslim warld are so transparently clear
that it would be total dishonesty on the
part of analysts to avoid helping the
public read the writing on the wall. For
example we wrote in these pages more
than two years ago that:

In the end, all liberalism and all
enlightened moderation has clearly boiled
down to saying good bye to the Qur’an.
The same idea 1s being promoted for
appiication in  Iraq. Both Saudi
government and opposition are being
presented as evil. Eyes are set on Syria
and [ran and the marriage of convenicnce
with Pakistan would not last any longer.
Madrassas have already been demonized
to the maximum possible extent. Only
their physical destruction is awaited,
which in the tlight of prevailing
propaganda would hardly raise any voice
of protest.[1]

In the first two weeks of March 2000, the
world witnessed troops from the Pakistan
army and the paramilitary Frontier Corps
blowing up at least three Madrassa-cum-
mosques in Miranshah, Pakistan. The
usual justification is: “Islamic militants
used [these madrassa) during the recent
spate of violence to attack the military
and government installations.”[2] Other
than regurgitating the same government
press reiease, we didn’t notice any voice
of protest in the Pakistani press, let alone
the rest of the world.

The way Pakistan military commandos
used explosives to blow up these
Madrassa, is hardly different than the
tactics the US military is using in [raq
and Afghanistan, and the [sraeli forces in

the occupied Arab lands. This shows how
the U.S. occupation of Pakistan, Saudi
Arabia and Egypt, for example, have
become the most effective occupation in
human history. In these indirectly
occupied states, local militaries are
effectively used to achieve totalitarian
objectives of the warlords sitting in
Washington.

A picture from protests in Pakistan,
reported by Al-Jazeera.net on March 17,
2006, A sign of growing rcalization
among masses.

lustifications for Musharraf’s blowing up
religious schools and mosques abound.
However, what Musharraf and his cronies
can never justify is their support to the
Taliban till the last minute before the
U.S. open declaration of war on them.
How is it possible that the successive
Pakistani governments, including that of
General Musharraf couldn’t find until the
last minute they were dealing with a
people who were evil to the core and
needed to be hounded, captured and
killed indiscriminately—whether they are
at war with Pakistan or not? Why did
they delay annihilation of the Taliban till
2001.

Today, Generat Musharraf is telling
people in the tribal areas, which he has
turned into Gaza and West Bank of
Pakistan, “to discourage and identify
forcign elements hiding in their areas as
they were against the devclopment of the
tribal belt, which the tribal people should
not allow.”[3] Why didn’t we hear a
single word about Musharraf, or his
predecessors’ noble intention to develop
the tribal belt before September 11,
20017

As far the “foreign elcments,” not all
Afghan refugees have returned 1o
Afghanistan, particularly when western
observers agree that “new Afghanistan is
a myth.”[4] These refugees have to live
somewhere in Pakistan. There is no doubt
that many of these would be in the tribal
areas and NWFP, keeping in mind the
proximity to Afghanistan and the kind of
humiliating treatment they face in other
parts of Pakistan.

Pakistani military is on the rampage in
the tribal regions of the country, blowing
mosques and homes. Personal accounts
of human suffering reach as far as
Canada but this miserable saga goes
unnoticed in the Pakistani press and
media.

[n such circumstances, if the Musharraf
regime blocks every kind of access to the
tribal arcas, cuts off their power supplics
and orders them to close their
businesses,[5] and turn life for locals into
a living hell with curfews and other
measures of the occupying powers, the
only options locals are left with are to
leave their homes, become refugees, or
resist oppression.

As we witnessed in the case of Fallujah,
Samara and carlier in the case of
Palestine, not all the victims of
oppression chose to leave. Thus, those
who dcecide to stay behind or resist undue
interference in their daily life become
terrorists—or the Taliban in this case—
for the oppressors.

Contrary to the lies flooding Western
media outlets, reports in the Pakistani
press also confirm that the madrassa
which were blown by the Pakistani
military were not abandoned places
which were used way back in 1980s.
Reporting on the Pakistan army blowing
the third Madrassa in two weeks, The
News reported: “many children used to
study at the seminary. It had been vacated
recently following reports that it could
become a target of military action.”[6]
We must note that the seminaries and’
mosques destroyed in the first week of
March were run by lecal clerics Maulana
Sadiq Neor and Maulana Abdul Khaleg.
They were not the Taliban or Al-Qaeda.
However, they definitely were critical of
the Musharraf regime’s bloody operation
in their home towns. Like Israeli forces
acting in Palestine and the occupation
forces in Irag, the Musharraf regime
accused these local figures of “inciting
violence against security forces in the
tribal region™ as if the security forces
were there constructing roads, schools



